
  

Weekly Legislative Update 

April 3, 2023 
 

   

Congressional Outlook  
 

   

Both chambers are in recess until lawmakers return on April 17, with most of the 
legislative priorities left to address. 
  
When the Senate returns, the upper chamber will vote on the Fire Grants and Safety Act 
(S. 870), which would amend the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 to 
authorize appropriations for the United States Fire Administration (USFA) and firefighter 
assistance grant programs. Additionally, the legislation would provide $20 million extra to 
the USFA to distribute firefighter assistance grants to local departments through the fiscal 
year 2030. The bill has significant bipartisan support, but Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee Ranking Member Rand Paul (R-Ky.) forced additional 
consideration calling for a more robust amendment process. Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) filed cloture on the bill last week. 
  
After months of limited progress, lawmakers will return to Washington with a focus on 
addressing the debt ceiling. Following exchanges in the press by President Biden and 
Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.), including a letter by the Speaker, a 
group of centrist Democrats and Republicans are working behind the scenes to create a 
potential backup plan for the $31.4 trillion debt limit. The summer deadline has spurred 
some lawmakers into action, while the Biden administration has avoided conversations 
that include compromises or spending cuts. After McCarthy called for a meeting, the 
president responded by saying he would not meet until House Republicans released a 
budget plan of their own. We expect the negotiations to begin in earnest when the two-
week recess concludes. Many compare the issue to 2011 when Congress and President 
Obama negotiated the Budget Control Act. 
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Bill Title Sponsors Background 

S. 1149 Recovering 
America’s Wildlife 

Act 

Sens. Heinrich 
and Tillis 

Provides more than $1.4 billion 
a year for wildlife conservation 

and endangered species 
restoration. 

H.R. 
1837 

Investing in Our 
Communities Act 

Reps. Kustoff 
and 

Ruppersberger 

Restores tax-exempt advance 
refunding for municipal bonds so 
state and local governments can 
more efficiently invest in projects 

throughout their communities 

H.R. 
1814, 
S. 977 

Facilitating 
Investments 
Required for 
Emergency 

Services to All 
Towns in Our 
Nation (FIRE 

STATION) Act 

Rep. Pascrell, 
Sen. Van 

Hollen 

Provides grants for fire station 
construction through the 

Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management 

Agency, and for other purposes. 

S.1005 Weatherization 
Assistance Program 
Improvements Act 

Sen. Reed Amend the Energy Conservation 
and Production Act to improve 
the weatherization assistance 

program, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 
1840, 

S. 1016 

Agriculture 
Resilience Act 

Rep. Pingree, 
Sen. Heinrich 

Address climate change on 
agriculture through improved soil 
health, sequestration of carbon, 

reduction of emissions, and 
enhancement of resilience. 

H.R. 
1824 

Food and Farm Act Rep. 
Blumenauer 

Reforms the safety net for 
farmers and ranchers, enhance 

soil, water, and habitat 
conservation, encourage 

beginning farmers and ranchers, 
strengthen nutrition for 

Americans, support agriculture 
research and innovation, reduce 

food waste, improve animal 
welfare, and invest in regional 
food systems, and for other 

purposes. 
 

 

https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=NjJnZDZyUWRnTjdOczVoUTNyYXQ4TVdlV2thckJFUi9aNml2enAwc1E4ND0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=YytjK211Y3kyTU15Nmtqb3lFM2NOTGt0LzZ6aFJWanphWUxBMVlUSTRBYz0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=YytjK211Y3kyTU15Nmtqb3lFM2NOTGt0LzZ6aFJWanphWUxBMVlUSTRBYz0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQSHdiT21Kam9iN2FYU3JsVFFqT3cxZmd3Q2VEQTZpWTlCdlJKNTJrdEw5OXdYUy1XNE5CTms1TEZFTGtZRFVwUTB3RGM5b19GaHFnYkRGLUd4NVdQamg0RVlBQU1BTlVybDViQ21uMWk1ZS1YR3dqeGttTnBHZlFDeXpZZC1pck5IbXNIOUczX0VHQT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=bHExSW94NGM5YXcvazJyUkhyZkJTUWlwd05GNHYzZmFMdFpkeVlCQ0ZUWT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQSHdiT21Kam9iN2FYU3JsVFFqT3cxZmd3Q2VEQTZpWTlCdlJKNTJrdEw5OXdYUy1XNE5CTms1TEZFTGtZRFVwUTB3RGM5b19GaHFnYkRGLUd4NVdQamg0RVlBQU1BTlVybDViQ21uMWk1ZS1YR3dqeGttTnBHZlFDeXpZZC1pck5IbXNIOUczX0VHQT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=bHExSW94NGM5YXcvazJyUkhyZkJTUWlwd05GNHYzZmFMdFpkeVlCQ0ZUWT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQMzNBajVVSlBRaXMwVDAzQW1kejY4LTZHdTJXbV82cGh2OFlIYjJXd1Qya1kyazc4cUdYSTlQY2JfTjZiV3k1UHRXMk96ZHZmZnl6Q1c3d254RnNrblNNanI5RkNsZ21BZFpHZWRETWVicXFoMjBOQktnZGtlSW12bUppN3FUSnRCOVZmUUEyN3VjST0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=dGRDclVINnVSNmtTd09zU0JadUhsY2MzWnF2RDNMVGtzbUxtODZYSDBFbz0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQNjdwWDJEU1RLNS1uQk1VM0pPZWRBNFp5Tk1kR3o3cXBya3JaY0tSQmlRZVNWZERhanVTS2w0YWhaczQza0FyVzMxdmJDZ1lQVFdjT1lmZ25CRkRYaVFlaGVMQWNjSm5ONkF4OURSdUdGSllSVlA2ajVGY1lhcW1vTVpOdTRnZm9GSnlndTlOM1gwST0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=ZUlZTWgwdXY3L3M4NVRKUFN3MmZER21wMDcwc2tPenh2aVUzUTg1T0FlVT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQVE83emY1eGFNT0pRd2dqTFB1d3VHZ1puY2JnOUZXRjA2RmR3ODlNY1dFTHZna2JlMVQySjJ4WmpVZllYLWNuUUJpNzN4RDdLdmhSWm5FTDlmaDUxazctdC0zYUxWQWN0YldXTldtTkhUeEJmdFlNQVluZUdNWFZCSVNYVUN3dksyenNBUWVNYjR6TT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=VXB4aHhGUFpuNW91bkFudEVOY1g2S0xZdDRWTE9YbTAxRG9sZzNrL1BWOD0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQVE83emY1eGFNT0pRd2dqTFB1d3VHZ1puY2JnOUZXRjA2RmR3ODlNY1dFTHZna2JlMVQySjJ4WmpVZllYLWNuUUJpNzN4RDdLdmhSWm5FTDlmaDUxazctdC0zYUxWQWN0YldXTldtTkhUeEJmdFlNQVluZUdNWFZCSVNYVUN3dksyenNBUWVNYjR6TT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=VXB4aHhGUFpuNW91bkFudEVOY1g2S0xZdDRWTE9YbTAxRG9sZzNrL1BWOD0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQSkdDcUNjM1d0T1k3ZUxNX1JaWXBBbGxJaV9lYXFDR2hlY1F2QjdsZnFvNTFZdWNGM0tiRW5tVEc4aTBHckJVUDBrbkt3Q1RvWHRheVFEUzVvYWhMV21BQkxfX3Y1RGpzRG14S0NsYld5UHpheGhGalRmek1vVDQwVHdkNF9OMXVBWWUxMDE5SXhmbz0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=aUhhdDcrRTN0U0Q4WFdPek5ZeDRlVlRnQWF2Vk94THIzRTJDSlRmcmdiQT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQc2VNX3hMS0hNeTg2UUNheV94RDJUVDRXV3dHNktLMEVvOTVDVlZkcV8wOVdSeHdGUGgzb0xTNUlCMnF5LUtKR0t4OTFBaVcxWk1WVHc5akJlUld3akh6QXVtVUhWTllUT2NURF9zMml2TEpjR1k2M1kwWmh2YVBvVnJMZ1M2el9SZHRtN3ZOY3RxTT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=cWhPVXJsVUY2T1Jha3FIdDhFU08zeFpXS1JIK1RSblNRd3N4WVplN2VzTT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDF6TVhmZFY5YUhaU3ZLalZaRE5peEZNdFhGZWRneHFfdWFnMDFOa1prLURILVRIT09uczZVTWdHNXJybFVIQkpQc2VNX3hMS0hNeTg2UUNheV94RDJUVDRXV3dHNktLMEVvOTVDVlZkcV8wOVdSeHdGUGgzb0xTNUlCMnF5LUtKR0t4OTFBaVcxWk1WVHc5akJlUld3akh6QXVtVUhWTllUT2NURF9zMml2TEpjR1k2M1kwWmh2YVBvVnJMZ1M2el9SZHRtN3ZOY3RxTT0mYz1MUUp0b25Od1o5QkhrZHlxLV9jSXg0T0JQNzNsVnB5WjJYeHgxRjRDd2hZVUY4MUFzUnVicFE9PSZjaD1Md2w4Y2liM3VmWWQ2czFVU25icmtLVVdCb3BueTh4aXQ4T21SeE9SX3ZkaE5QcWtCQjBZb0E9PQ==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDFh&t=cWhPVXJsVUY2T1Jha3FIdDhFU08zeFpXS1JIK1RSblNRd3N4WVplN2VzTT0=&h=fa556d6be68549b197e20a4198f16f89&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYtba9ohEbNko1mBx-nnP3KV0VmNeTVRTSh8SacfdXeM_NskopoQADQwei26pp3kac1dI47J8kX_pJQWGOP-agbM3aNlBa-gjj3yucuE8cFsyaPjBDbRrq1YP49R4MMy-4


Agency Title Proposed Regulation Comment 
Deadline 

EPA  PFAS Drinking Water 
Rule Proposal 

Formally published 
Wednesday, March 29th here. 

Tuesday, May 
30th 

 

 

   

Week in Review  
 

   

Sen. Paul eyes floor votes on firefighter bill after committee spat 
 
Centrist Democrats hatch secret plan to head off debt ceiling calamity 
 
McCarthy to Biden on debt limit: ‘You are on the clock’ 
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