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Federal measure has
significant negative
local implications
Federal legislation may soon be
before the U.S. Congress that

will have significant negative
impact to local units of
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comprehensive federal permitting and preemption bill covering
wireless siting, wireline broadband deployment, cable franchising

and environmental/historic review processes. While framed as a Upcoming MTA Training
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e Property rights and community decision-making: Deemed- _

granted approvals let companies build by default, with no

regard for landowners, neighbors or public safety. Many E ACRISURE

township boards meet monthly; 60-day deadlines are
unworkable and override property-rights protections.

e Unfunded mandates on local government: The bill forces
local governments, especially smaller municipalities, to

meet “big city” permitting timelines, without resources,
staff or technical support. If a community has part-time
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e Support broadband deployment—but with flexibility: MTA
is not asking to slow deployment. We're asking for
provisions that recognize that many local governments -
have limited staff, seasonal construction windows and i M

legitimate safety concerns.
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Protection to individuals administering

emergency care
Civil liability protection may soon be extended to individuals who
voluntarily provide bleeding control in an emergency. The current
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2289?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.+2289%22%7D&s=1&r=1
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https://michigantownships.org/learning/upcoming-training/#janacademy
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law shields certain individuals from liability when they administer
emergency care in specific situations. Senate Bill 590, sponsored
by Sen. Rick Outman (R-Belvidere Twp.) and reported by a Senate
committee this week, would add protection from liability for
damages for anyone who, in good faith, assists in an emergency
medical situation by applying bleeding control measures.
Measures would include direct pressure, applying a dressing,
wound packing and using a tourniquet. However, the immunity
from liability proposed by the bill would not extend to an act or
omission that constitutes gross negligence or willful or wanton
misconduct. SB 590 is similar to House Bill 4108, sponsored by
Rep. Dave Prestin (R-Cedarville Twp.), also approved by the
committee and passed by the House earlier this fall. SB 590 and HB
4108 will next be considered by the Senate.
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FY 2026 BUILD Grant Program now open
Submissions for the U.S. Department of Transportation FY 2026
Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
grant program can now be submitted. The program supports
surface transportation projects that will have a significant local or
regional impact. The minimum project amount for rural projects is
S1 million, and the application deadline is Feb. 24, 2026. Urban
and rural definitions for the BUILD program are:

e Urban: A project is designated as urban if it is located
within (or on the boundary of) a Census-designated urban
area that had a population greater than 200,000 in the
2020 Census

e Rural: A project is designated as rural if it is located outside
a Census-designated urban area that had a population
greater than 200,000 in the 2020 Census.

An interactive map helps to identify these areas. Additional
information on the BUILD program can be found at here.

Guidance for local leaders on responding

to marijuana complaints

Environmental challenges associated with marijuana, including
odors, water discharges, land use and waste, can cause concerns
and complaints from residents. The state Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy's next Local Leaders
webinar on Dec. 17 at 10 a.m. will provide guidance from the
Cannabis Regulatory Agency on how local agencies can manage
the impacts of marijuana in their communities.
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Brownfield activities grant opens for

applications

Townships can submit grant applications to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) through Jan. 28, 2026, to assist
brownfield redevelopment efforts. The programs accepting
solicitations for this funding cycle are the Multipurpose,
Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund and Cleanup (MARC) grant
programs. Eligible activities include site assessment, public
outreach and cleanup efforts, with additional resources for
projects spanning multiple jurisdictions. For application
information, visit the EPA webpage.

2026 threshold for publishing
minutes set at $117 million

for general law townships

The 2026 taxable value threshold for
exempting general law townships from the
requirement to publish minutes has increased
to $117 million. The 2025 rate was $114
million. The rate is determined by the Michigan
Department of Treasury’s Office of Revenue
and Tax Analysis, which is required to determine the adjusted
amount each year. Public Act 465 of 1996 exempts general law
townships with a taxable value under a threshold from the
requirement to publish township board meeting minutes, or a
synopsis of the proceedings, within 21 days after the meeting.
According to PA 465, the limit must be adjusted annually for
inflation each Jan. 1 and rounded to the next million. For more
information, download MTA’s updated “Just the Facts! Taking
Township Minutes” resource toolkit, which includes legal
requirements for taking minutes, suggested format and style for
minutes, and a sample minutes synopsis (member login is
required).

Submitting environmental complaints
through the MiEnviro portal

Michigan’s environmental data and reporting toolMiEnviro can be
used to submit pollution, spills or other environmental hazards to
the state without making an account. The Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) is hosting an
informational webinar on Dec. 16 at 10 a.m. covering the types of
complaints that can be submitted, the details needed, and what
happens after EGLE receives the complaint. For an overview of
what data is accessible in the portal and how to use it, a recording
of an introductory webinar is available online. On Jan. 28, a third
webinar will cover how to use the site map explorer and decipher
documents.



https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-funding#multi
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-funding#assessment
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-funding#rlf
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-funding#cleanup
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/marc-grant-application-resources
https://michigantownships.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Minutes-Handout-117-million_USE.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/maps-data/mienviroportal
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_klFf7I73Q1W1eB75k1EOFA#/registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6_rT3BfySU
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_89RYfh_3QfS8RQHqVooWag#/registration

Workplace mental health report findings

webinar

The Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity will
review workplace mental health trends identified in a new report
in a Dec. 18 webinar at 2 p.m. No registration is required for this
30-minute review of how the data can help guide employers’
approach to mental health.

Reminders for clerks

e May election dates: The May 2026 Election Date Calendar
is now available. Dates will soon be added to the election
date Google Calendar maintained by the state Bureau of
Elections (BOE).

e End-of-year "Training Tidbits": The BOE Training Team is
hosting a short series of "Training Tidbits" in December.
The 30-45 minute sessions will each be held at noon and
recap topics presented by the team at the BOE's September
conference in Lansing. The following sessions will be
offered: Voter List Maintenance, on Dec. 9; How to Use the
elearning Center, on Dec. 11; and Early Voting Preparation
for 2026, on Dec. 16.

e Business reply mail: BOE has begun to transition from
Business Reply Mail to Qualified Business Reply Mail to
make the permit process more streamlined and cost
effective. Clerks are asked to complete a survey for
Qualified Business Reply Mail Transition by Friday, Dec. 19,
to help with a smoother transitioning process.

Read the December
issue of Township

Focus—online now!
Your December issue of Township
Focus is here! In this month’s cover
story, Township democracy at the
grassroots: Reasons for optimism,
reasons for concern, we explore
township officials’ sentiments—
including changing trends and
reflections—shared through a
statewide survey that has captured
local perspectives on the key issues shaping Michigan communities
for more than 15 years. Our feature story highlights Chesterfield
Charter Township (Macomb Co.), which was recently recognized
by MTA with a Certificate of Achievement in election
administration, through our “Township of Excellence” program.
This issue’s “Hello, MTA...?"” column examines the role of township
committees, while “Financial Forum” discusses the fiduciary
responsibilities of township boards and the critical role they play

in sound financial governance.

Federal updates for week of Dec. 1
Check out the National Association of Towns and Townships
Weekly Legislative Update for the latest on federal actions
impacting townships.



https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=govdelivery.com&u=&i=NjczNGRhMmJkZmU5OTUwMmUxZWUzYTI4&t=UG9DMFVkRmwydExaczE0aGliY2pualF6WGpxOWhEWWtRQ1o2YnhtR1ZiZz0=&h=d12f69cb61684fb3aa961035c0dbcd68&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVacKm7Y0H1uNY5GqMs7fiui-5xh4cGajA2Z5MuAqx-kCtDnHAHc1qwaC0WI-3hnqGpaewJTmxBK2zhTE3bFckoQDvS3gX6Qy2gg7pKcr-MYerNrR60VPymADI006QIO2wIV-Fc0NTswZYankP1DPaFq
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Election-Administrators/May-Election-Dates.pdf?rev=e8c28ecdb908461984641439a6102b65&hash=911E9EFED67BAC6578C9D7138DFBFFB3
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGbWllbGVjdGlvbnMuY3NvZC5jb20lMkZ1aSUyRmxtcy1sZWFybmluZy1kZXRhaWxzJTJGYXBwJTJGZXZlbnQlMkZjMDE4NDU5Zi0wNWVkLTRiODAtYjZiZi0zMzkzY2UwZGRkODUlM0ZzZXNzaW9uPTkxNDQ2OTQ0LWQ0ZTEtNGQ3My04Y2FmLWRhZjAzMjdlOTc1Ny8xLzAxMDAwMTlhZWI3NDI5MTktZTZjZmM1NmMtZGQzOS00YmRjLTk4OGEtOWRjODU0YjcwYjgwLTAwMDAwMC96YmJzazZ1cTkzYzJBUkZybjVSZWZzaWYwckV1WTNSNXJZbmdWMktMbW1FPTQzNA==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDEw&t=cE9lODlRZTZLMmduaWNlc3RQNUtJcXdCUE9nVjNCdE9mblpYNHYrY2pEdz0=&h=3b5a0e409b7f447a9bb503b8816bd252&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbWiFtAOZAw6zLgmvPgkRFxxUmSgyJvicmgt5rxCDL-nXuxK4ThgKj5nU4VUuR_UL2Oh-myaegQV4zUo_IAISOWoiOWBh5CEe6Y576ts1qHG6xVCyFSdU3t50LYGYcy4GQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGbWllbGVjdGlvbnMuY3NvZC5jb20lMkZ1aSUyRmxtcy1sZWFybmluZy1kZXRhaWxzJTJGYXBwJTJGZXZlbnQlMkZjMDE4NDU5Zi0wNWVkLTRiODAtYjZiZi0zMzkzY2UwZGRkODUlM0ZzZXNzaW9uPTQ0MTBlYjM1LWMwZDctNDlhMS1iNDQ5LTMyNjBhNTRiNGE4MS8xLzAxMDAwMTlhZWI3NDI5MTktZTZjZmM1NmMtZGQzOS00YmRjLTk4OGEtOWRjODU0YjcwYjgwLTAwMDAwMC9wcFBOWmkxc25fQmVZS1lvTkwwbkZiWHZkbjI1am9YZnNWbEd1S21tekdrPTQzNA==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDEw&t=RStUUkRjeVZZUFE4WmhtOGhEY2l0MXN5OUt5bHdpRTN4OVBYcXlscjNlVT0=&h=3b5a0e409b7f447a9bb503b8816bd252&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbWiFtAOZAw6zLgmvPgkRFxxUmSgyJvicmgt5rxCDL-nXuxK4ThgKj5nU4VUuR_UL2Oh-myaegQV4zUo_IAISOWoiOWBh5CEe6Y576ts1qHG6xVCyFSdU3t50LYGYcy4GQ
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGbWllbGVjdGlvbnMuY3NvZC5jb20lMkZ1aSUyRmxtcy1sZWFybmluZy1kZXRhaWxzJTJGYXBwJTJGZXZlbnQlMkZjMDE4NDU5Zi0wNWVkLTRiODAtYjZiZi0zMzkzY2UwZGRkODUlM0ZzZXNzaW9uPTYzZTgxMzk2LTlkOTEtNDc0My1hOGRlLTQzOWEyNGZiNDIxNS8xLzAxMDAwMTlhZWI3NDI5MTktZTZjZmM1NmMtZGQzOS00YmRjLTk4OGEtOWRjODU0YjcwYjgwLTAwMDAwMC9OMFNZeHhzb3k1UmQ0YjJBbkRVNWliMjdYZVdyNGZZNktCd0ZCVnpkdm1RPTQzNA==&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDEw&t=MmtnN2NRYSs1cFYwTmwzV3ptV2FNaEdkZXZISG95RWxqMSszbU14YUliWT0=&h=3b5a0e409b7f447a9bb503b8816bd252&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbWiFtAOZAw6zLgmvPgkRFxxUmSgyJvicmgt5rxCDL-nXuxK4ThgKj5nU4VUuR_UL2Oh-myaegQV4zUo_IAISOWoiOWBh5CEe6Y576ts1qHG6xVCyFSdU3t50LYGYcy4GQ
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https://michigantownships.org/wp-content/uploads/December-2025-Township-Focus.pdf
https://michigantownships.org/wp-content/uploads/December-2025-Township-Focus.pdf
https://michigantownships.org/wp-content/uploads/December-2025-Township-Focus.pdf
https://michigantownships.org/wp-content/uploads/12-1-2025-Weekly-Legislative-Update.pdf
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