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Burnham&Flower
I N S U R A N C E G R O U P

Serving Michigan Townships Since 1966

315 South Kalamazoo Mall, Kalamazoo, MI  49007
800.748.0554   • www.bfgroup.com

Since 1966, Burnham & Flower 
Insurance Group has specialized in the 
unique coverage needs of Michigan’s 
townships. We’ve learned what is 
important to public officials like yourself 
and have made it our ongoing 
commitment to provide you with 
unparalleled service and expertise. 

Burnham & Flower is your single 
source for Property & Liability, Group 
Health Benefits, and Group & 
Individual Retirement Planning. In 
addition to comprehensive coverages 
we provide risk management services, 
onsite reviews, online enrollment, 24/7 
access to each employee’s benefits 
information, and much more. 

You can count on us to deliver the 
products, service and support you 
want and deserve.  Contact us today to 
discuss how we can serve you!

You Serve Others. 
We Serve You.

Scholarship 
Sponsor
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Your voice in our nation
Nearly 250 years since our great nation’s founding, 

the fight for townships and their residents is clearly 
not limited to Lansing but also centers on national 

policies, programs and regulations debated and enacted in 
Washington, DC. In 1967, our Association joined with 
the other states where townships are prevalent to have 
our interests better heard before Congress and the federal 
administration. The mission of the National Association of 
Towns and Townships (NATaT) is to inform and educate 
federal officials on the needs of America’s townships and 
local governments. Its three enduring goals for many years 
have been to secure a fair share of federal funding, protect 
and advance our interests in telecommunications matters, and 
increase funding for local first responders.

Gathering in DC for NATaT’s annual “America’s Town 
Meeting” became a tradition of meeting with our congressional 
delegations, White House representatives, and federal 
departments and agencies. MTA members were invited to 
meet with President Reagan and both Presidents Bush at the 
White House.

In 1981, MTA’s 
second executive 
director, Robert R. 
Robinson (far left), 
helped welcome  
Vice President 
George H. W. Bush 
to the NATaT annual 
conference.

At the high point in 1994, nearly 400 members of the 
NATaT states participated. Michigan had routinely sent dozens 
of our officials, often earning the “largest state delegation 
award”; as late as the 2009 trip (pictured at the top of the page),  
80 MTA member officials made the trip. The numbers 
dwindled as both time and township budgets made it more 
difficult for so many officials to join the bus trip down and back.

In May, NATaT held its second (and hopefully last) 
virtual fly-in. Virtual is no match for an in-person trip, but 
it does have some advantages. Today’s congressional staffers 

are likely much more interested in seeing positive comments 
and “likes” on their social media than having 80 enthusiastic 
visitors making 20 minutes of noise in the marble hallways 
outside their office. The likes last longer.

A positive aspect of this year’s fly-in was that we were 
able to meet with several Michigan U.S. representatives and 
with top staffers to our U.S. senators. A second advantage 
is that far more officials can now conveniently join in the 
free “town hall” part of the program. This year, we heard 
from U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
program leaders and experts on applying for new broadband 
grants and technical assistance. U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg offered a personal greeting to 
participants, acknowledging the importance of road and 
bridge investments—including those outside the urban areas. 
MTA thanks NATaT’s Jennifer Imo, David Hoover, Tina 
Dykstra and their colleagues for organizing this successful 
outreach to our nation’s leaders. In addition to this work, 
they have worked tirelessly pursuing CARES Act, American 
Rescue Plan Act and infrastructure act fairness, as well as 
timely federal information out to you throughout the last 
three years. Read more about the fly-in on page 7.

Michigan-based Shumaker Technology Group (STG) was 
competitively selected to design and program the new NATaT 
website. STG has built more than 250 Michigan townships’ 
websites, and we are proud that they were asked to create the 
new national presence for the township movement. At  
www.natat.org, you can read more about NATaT, including 
the current policy platform and other federal resources.

We are sad to share that 1994 MTA President Roger 
Rycenga passed away in May. We pay tribute later in this 
issue to Roger’s remarkable life as a veteran, township leader, 
county commissioner, small business owner, outdoorsman 
and church elder.

We hope you and your family have a great Fourth of July 
and wish you a very enjoyable Michigan summer.
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mta board of directors
Mary Segalin, Ironwood Charter Township (Gogebic Co.), Dist. 1
Jim Nankervis, Ishpeming Township (Marquette Co.), Dist. 2
Warren Suchovsky, Lake Township (Menominee Co.), Dist. 3 
Marilyn Strickland, Newton Township (Mackinac Co.), Dist. 4
Harold Koviak, Burt Township (Cheboygan Co.), Dist. 5 
Sharon Schultz, Torch Lake Township (Antrim Co.), Dist. 6
Ken Lobert, Ossineke Township (Alpena Co.), Dist. 7
Marvin Radtke Jr., Green Lake Township (Grand Traverse Co.), Dist. 8
Matthew Beattie, Boon Township (Wexford Co.), Dist. 9
Kimberly Anderson, Whitney Township (Arenac Co.), Dist. 10 
Connie Cargill, Golden Township (Oceana Co.), Dist. 11
Yulanda Bellingar, Morton Township (Mecosta Co.), Dist. 12
Glenn Rowley, Bangor Charter Township (Bay Co.), Dist. 13
Nancy Heck, Winsor Township (Huron Co.), Dist. 14 
Greg Golembiewski, Blendon Township (Ottawa Co.), Dist. 15
Kevin Beeson, Pine River Township (Gratiot Co.), Dist. 16
Joanne Boehler, James Township (Saginaw Co.), Dist. 17
Robert Lewandowski, Port Huron Charter Township  
   (St. Clair Co.), Dist. 18
Bret Padgett, Comstock Charter Township (Kalamazoo Co.), Dist. 19
Patti Jo Schafer, Eagle Township (Clinton Co.), Dist. 20
Pauline Bennett, Addison Township (Oakland Co.), Dist. 21
Malinda Cole-Crocker, Buchanan Township (Berrien Co.), Dist. 22
MTA Executive Committee member-at-large
Donald Rogers, Coldwater Township (Branch Co.), Dist. 23
Tom Hawkins, Raisin Charter Township (Lenawee Co.), Dist. 24
Diana Lowe, Genoa Charter Township (Livingston Co.), Dist. 25

To find your MTA District, visit www.michigantownships.org  
or call (517) 321-6467.

postal requirements
Michigan Township Focus serves as the medium for the exchange 
of ideas and information for the elected and appointed officials 
of Michigan townships. The views expressed and the material 
presented by the contributors and advertisers are not to be 
construed as having the endorsement of the officers, board 
of directors, staff or membership of the Michigan Townships 
Association nor represent the views or positions of said parties 
unless specifically so stated. 

Michigan Township Focus, Issue 6 July 2022 (ISSN 2330-9652), 
is published monthly, except for one combined spring issue. MTA 
membership provides a subscription to township board members, 
the manager/superintendent, planning commission chairperson 
and township attorney. Member counties also receive 
subscriptions for elected officials, the equalization director 
and road commission chairperson. Annual membership dues 
include $33 for a one-year subscription to Michigan Township 
Focus. Additional member subscriptions are available for $33 
per year. Subscription rate for residents and firms in member 
townships is $44 per year (schools and libraries may subscribe 
for $33 a year). 

Michigan Township Focus is a publication of the Michigan 
Townships Association, 512 Westshire Dr., Lansing, MI 48917-9757.  
Phone: (517) 321-6467; fax: (517) 321-8908; Web: www.michigan 
townships.org. Periodicals postage paid at Lansing, MI. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Michigan Township Focus,  
P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078. 

Direct all display and classified advertising inquiries to Ashley 
Maher at (517) 321-6467. Member rate for a classified ad in either 
the magazine or on the MTA website on a monthly basis is $1 
per word. Call MTA for non-member rates. Deadlines for display 
and classified ads in the magazine are five weeks preceding the 
publication date. Send ads to: PO Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-
0078; phone: (517) 321-6467, ext. 254; fax: (517) 321-8908; or  
email: ashley@michigantownships.org. 

Michigan Township Focus, © 2022  
Michigan Townships Association, all rights reserved.

Burnham & Flower  
Insurance Group
315 S. Kalamazoo Mall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(800) 748-0554 
www.bfgroup.com
See ad on inside front 
cover.

Municipal Employees’ 
Retirement System  
of Michigan
1134 Municipal Way 
Lansing, MI 48917 
(517) 703-9030 
www.mersofmich.com

Michigan Township  
Participating Plan
1700 Opdyke Ct. 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
(248) 371-3137  
theparplan@tmhcc.com 
www.theparplan.com
See ad on back cover. 

 

president’s round table

Asphalt Materials Inc.
3737 Fisher Rd.
Columbus, OH 43228
(614) 634-6024
www.asphalt-materials.com

Bauckham, Sparks,  
Thall, Seeber &  
Kaufman, PC
470 W. Centre Ave, Ste. A
Portage, MI 49024
(269) 382-4500
www.michigan
townshiplaw.com 

Consumers Energy
2400 Weiss St.
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 791-5608
www.consumers 
energy.com

Fahey Schultz Burzych 
Rhodes PLC
4151 Okemos Rd.
Okemos, MI 48864
(517) 381-0100
www.fsbrlaw.com

Foster, Swift, Collins 
& Smith, PC
313 S. Washington Sq.
Lansing, MI 48933-2193
(517) 371-8100
www.fosterswift.com

Hartleb Agency,  
An EMC Insurance  
Company Partner
5840 King Hwy.
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
(269) 385-5911
www.hartlebagency.com

ITC Holdings Corp.
27175 Energy Way
Novi, MI 48377
(248) 946-3000
www.itc-holdings.com

Mika Meyers PLC
900 Monroe Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 632-8000
www.mikameyers.com
See ad on page 9. 

Rosati, Schultz, Joppich  
& Amtsbuechler, PC
27555 Executive Dr., Ste. 250
Farmington, MI 48331
(248) 489-4100
www.jrsjlaw.com

leadership circle

allied service provider index

keystone club
Carlisle Wortman 
Associates, Inc. 
117 N. First St. Ste. 70
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 662-2200
www.cwaplan.com
See ad on page 9.

CSA Software Solutions
1800 Club Manor Dr., Ste. 3
Maumelle, AR 72113-7420
(501) 801-9900 
www.csasoftware 
solutions.com

David Chapman Agency
5700 W. Mt. Hope Hwy.
Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 321-4600
www.davidchapman
agency.com

DTE Energy
One Energy Plaza
Detroit, MI 48226
(800) 477-4747
www.dteenergy.com

Emergent Health  
Partners
1200 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
(734) 477-6783
www.emergenthealth.org

Gourdie-Fraser, Inc.
123 W. Front St., Ste. A
Traverse City, MI 49684
(231) 946-5874
www.gfa.tc

Marana Group 
3777 Sky King Blvd 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
(800) 653-3121  
www.maranagroup.com  

Michigan Municipal  
Risk Management 
Authority
14001 Merriman Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154
(734) 513-0318
www.mmrma.org

Miller Canfield
150 W. Jefferson Ave., 
Ste. 2500
Detroit, MI 48226
(313) 963-6420
www.millercanfield.com
See ad on page 13.

Nickel & Saph, Inc. 
Insurance Agency
44 Macomb Place
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
(586) 463-4573
www.nickelsaph.com

Northland Securities, Inc. 
100 Maple Park Blvd.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) 745-8065
www.northlandsecurities.com

USDA Rural Development 
3001 Coolidge Rd., Ste. 200
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 324-5208
www.usda.gov

Wade Trim
25251 Northline Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
(734) 947-9700
www.wadetrim.com
See ad on page 8.

Participation in the Allied Service 
Provider program does not constitute 

or imply MTA’s endorsement of the 
company or its products/services.

profile
Asphalt Materials, Inc.

page 6
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16 Bringing order to the disorder  
 A quick look at news headlines and social media certainly makes it seem  
 that conflict, anger and even threats are becoming common occurrences  
 at public meetings. All boards can take actions and set an example and  
 expectations to ensure that, even in the face of controversy, meetings run  
 smoothly and respectfully.

26 Preserving a piece of the past: Projects in Michigan  
 townships garner historic preservation honors
 Townships are home to countless pieces of Michigan history, and two   
 projects seeking to preserve that history were recently recognized with   
 statewide honors, and help ensure these important places are preserved for  
 generations to come. 
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mta officers
President
Bill Deater, Supervisor
Grant Township (St. Clair Co.)

First Vice President
Pauline Bennett, Clerk
Addison Township (Oakland Co.)

Second Vice President
Connie Cargill, Treasurer
Golden Township (Oceana Co.)

Treasurer
Harold Koviak, Supervisor
Burt Township (Cheboygan Co.)

Secretary
Kevin Beeson, Supervisor
Pine River Township (Gratiot Co.)

Immediate Past President
Peter Kleiman, Supervisor
Harris Township  
(Menominee Co.)

past presidents
Jeff Sorensen, Supervisor
Cooper Charter Township  
(Kalamazoo Co.)

Ken Gauthier, Supervisor
Sanborn Township (Alpena Co.)
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Editor Jennifer Fiedler
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mission statement
The Michigan Townships Association 
advances local democracy by fostering 
township leadership and public policy 
essential for a strong and vibrant 
Michigan.
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HARVARD BOUND

Township trustee heads to Harvard as 
Taubman Fellow
Clinton Charter Township (Macomb Co.) Trustee 
Tammy Patton has been selected to attend the prestigious 
Senior Executives State and Local 
Government program at Harvard 
University this summer, after being 
named a Taubman Fellow by the 
Southeast Michigan Council of 
Governments (SEMCOG).

Patton, who was elected to the 
township board in 2020, is the first 
African American ever to win elected 
office in the township’s history. She 
sees it as her responsibility to represent 
everyone in the township, regardless of their partisanship, 
gender, religion, ethnicity or any other characteristics. 

“My family and I have always been deeply involved in 
our community, but having the position of trustee provided 
something the community had never seen,” said Patton, 
a U.S. Army veteran and small business owner. “The 
responsibility I have assigned myself has been to help bring 
the different cultures of the community together. The goal 
continues to be that, at the end of the day, we are all people 
and that there is more strength in diversity than there is in 
division.” 

The Taubman Fellowship for Executive Excellence 
provides local public officials with demonstrated leadership 
an opportunity to broaden their awareness of effective 
approaches to public-sector problems. Patton looks forward 
to participating in the Harvard program.

“Coming together at the Harvard Kennedy School 
with others from diverse backgrounds and environments 
will create a template for growth and understanding,” she 
said. “I can use this as a resource for my quest for clarity 
and understanding, and apply principles that I learn in the 
program to my professional and personal life.”

Patton serves on numerous township committees, 
including the planning commission, emergency management, 
economic development, diversity, beautification, budget ways 
& means, and election committees. 

a  c o m p e n d i u m  o f  n o t e w o r t h y  i t e m s

ARPA UPDATE

State Treasury to distribute second half of 
ARPA allocations to NEUs
Non-entitlement unit (NEU) townships should receive their 
second tranche payment of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds from the Michigan Department of Treasury this month. 

In a state Treasury email sent to all NEUs in mid-June, 
asking for confirmation of the NEU’s state SIGMA payment 
information, the department noted that the payments 
would be issued in “approximately 30 days.” (All but eight 
of Michigan’s largest townships are NEUs; the remaining 
eight townships received their allocation directly from U.S. 
Treasury.) Under ARPA, the state is required to make the 
second allocation distributions to all NEUs that accepted 
the federal award and received a first tranche payment. No 
additional filing is required to accept this funding. 

The payments will be distributed to each NEU using the 
SIGMA Vendor ID and SIGMA Address ID that was used 
for the first tranche payment; the Treasury email contained 
that ID information for each local unit. No additional action 
was required if the information was correct. However, if 
the SIGMA Vendor ID and/or SIGMA Address ID were 
not correct and the funds should not be distributed to the 
location listed in the Treasury email, the township was to 
have sent the correct information to Treasury by June 17. 
Townships should email Treas-ARPA@michigan.gov or call 
(517) 335-0155 with any questions.

Simplified ARPA single audit guidance released
Townships that spend more than $750,000 of their ARPA 
funds in a fiscal year will not have to undergo the usually 
required federal single audit as long as any additional, non-
ARPA federal award expenditures do not exceed $750,000. 
In addition, to forego the single audit, recipients must have 
received $10 million or less in ARPA allocation. 

Guidance released by U.S. Treasury in May announced an 
alternative option for single audit requirements. Typically, a 
township that expends $750,000 or more in federal financial 
assistance within their fiscal year is required to engage the 
services of an auditor to conduct a single audit. However, 
the new ARPA compliance information grants eligible local 
governments the option for their auditor or practitioner to 
follow “Alternative Compliance Examination Engagement” 
guidance, as outlined in the guidance document, which can 
be downloaded from MTA’s ARPA Resources webpage, 
www.michigantownships.org/covidrelief.asp.  

Less then 10% of Michigan townships received allocations 
greater than $750,000, and all but one township received less 
than $10 million.

Patton

We want to know YOUR township’s story! Send articles, updates, pictures and details 
of what’s happening in your township, so that we can share your news with—and 
inspire—your fellow townships! Your insights, experiences, suggestions and ideas 
could be included as a Township Focus article or in our “Township Happenings” 
column. Send ideas, happenings, pictures, etc. to MTA, Attn. Jenn Fiedler, PO Box 
80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078, or email jenn@michigantownships.org.
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a  c o m p e n d i u m  o f  n o t e w o r t h y  i t e m s

Email YOUR Township Happenings to jenn@michigantownships.org. Add MTA 
to your newsletter mailing list! Mail to MTA, Attn. Jenn Fiedler, PO Box 80078, 
Lansing, MI 48908-0078, or email to jenn@michigantownships.org.

LOCAL UPDATES FROM ACROSS MICHIGAN

Township happenings 

BS&A Cloud ERP

• Rapid, Hassle-free updates
• Software as a Service
• Accessibility
• Scalability
• Security, Compliance, and   
 Disaster Recovery
• Storage Resilience and Access
• Unparalleled Support and 100%  
 Implementation Success
 

(855) BSA-SOFT   |  www.bsasoftware.com

Scholarship 
Sponsor

FOR SALE

SCBA bottles and air packs—Clyde Township (St. Clair Co.) 
Fire Department is selling 24 Interspiro 4500 psi SCBA 
bottles. The units were purchased in 2020, with a 
manufacture date of Aug. 30, 2019. The bottles are barely 
used and are not compatible with the department’s upgraded 
self-contained breathing apparatus packs. Price is $450 
per bottle or $400 per bottle if purchasing all bottles. Also 
available are multiple Interspiro Spiromatic S4 Air Packs, 
in both working condition and non-working condition. Many 
were in service until this year and will be included with the 
purchase of the bottles. Contact Fire Chief David Dortman at 
daved@clydetownshipscc.org or (810) 841-9270.

classified

Want to place a classified in Township Focus or on www.michigantownships.org? 
Visit www.michigantownships.org/classifieds.asp for more information, email 

ashley@michigantownships.org, or call (517) 321-6467.

Green Lake Township (Grand Traverse Co.) is the 
new owner of a 500-acre former Girl Scout camp, Camp 
Sakakawea. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held this 
spring to celebrate the ownership transfer, which has been 
in progress for five years and was made possible with a 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Township 
crews are working to clean up the trails, and there are plans 
to add a new parking lot, non-motorized trails and a road 
that will take visitors through the area. 

Numerous townships were ranked in the top 25 of 
Niche’s “Best Places to Live In Michigan” rankings. Two 
Meridian Charter Township (Ingham Co.) communities 
were recognized with top honors, with Okemos topping the 
list and Haslett ranked 10th. Township Manager Frank 
Walsh stated, “Our 45,000 residents must be very proud to 
once again be ranked in the top 10 ‘Best Places to Live in 
Michigan.’ ” Bloomfield Charter Township (Oakland Co.) 
was ranked third, and Lodi Township (Washtenaw Co.), 
Northville Charter Township (Wayne Co.) and Pittsfield 
Charter Township (Washtenaw Co.) placed in the top 25, 
with numerous other townships making the full list.  

NEW RATE

IRS increases mileage rate for remainder  
of 2022
Due to the increase in fuel prices, the Internal Revenue 
Service has increased the optional standard mileage rate for 
the final six months of 2022 from 58.5 cents per mile to  
62.5 cents per mile. The new rate will be effective from  
July 1, 2022, through Dec. 31, 2022. The old rate of  
58.5 cents per mile remained in effect through June 30, 2022. 

There is no requirement for townships to pay the standard 
mileage rate per mile—the maximum amount employers 
can reimburse employees for business miles driven in the 
employee’s personal vehicle, without tax consequences. The 
IRS sets these “safe harbor” limits whereby the employer 
[township] can reimburse the employee for the business 
use of his or her personal vehicle without income tax 
consequences. 
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profile

Opinions expressed within do not represent the views of MTA, its Board 
or members. Participation in the Allied Service Provider program does not 
constitute or imply MTA’s endorsement of the company or its products/
services. For more information, turn to page 2 or visit  
www.michigantownships.org/asp.asp.
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Asphalt Materials Inc.

Fixing Michigan’s roads starts here
As a proud member of 

MTA’s Allied Service Provider 
program, Asphalt Materials Inc. 
is dedicated to being a client-
focused, innovative provider 
of high-quality asphalt and 
asphalt emulsions products. For 
more than 50 years, Asphalt Materials has provided quality 
materials for roadway construction. Asphalt Materials plays 
a critical role in assisting federal, state, local and private 
authorities in building and preserving economical and 
reliable pavements. Through experience and research, the 
company has found that asphalt performance is dependent 
on selection of grade, mix design and how it is applied. 

Asphalt Materials recognizes the value of a knowledgeable 
sales staff to assist clients in the technical aspects of 
constructing and maintaining asphalt pavements. Its 
marketing team has the “real world” experience of having 
worked within the public sector and understands the 
demands placed on agencies to provide services to the 
traveling public. 

Through consistent research and the strong relationship 
between other Heritage-related industries, they continue 
to introduce new technology to ensure the highest quality 
asphalt products. New technologies available to townships 
for pavement preservation and rehabilitation include cold 
in-place recycling and cold central plant recycling. The 
recycling process uses the existing roadway materials to 
create a new asphalt base course. Scrub sealing is used as 
a mass crack-filling and chip-sealing process. This creates a 
sealed underlying surface with a chip seal-wearing surface. 

Asphalt Materials Inc. is committed to building long-term 
relationships with its customers based on trust and confidence, 
creating solutions to issues affecting its customers. For more 
information, visit www.asphaltmaterials.com or contact Scott 
Assenmacher, P.E. at (734) 755-8274 or Bucky Brooks at 
(734) 755-0073.

MTA, township leaders appointed to state 
commissions
Two MTA leaders have been appointed by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer to terms serving on key state councils/commissions 
impacting townships. 

Kevin Beeson, 2022 MTA secretary, 
has been appointed to represent MTA 
on the Michigan Fire Fighters Training 
Council (FFTC). The council serves the 
training and certification needs of fire 
departments and firefighters across the 
state, preparing and publishing training 
standards, establishing courses of study, 
regional training centers and certifying 
instructors. Beeson, Pine River Township (Gratiot Co.) 
supervisor, is chair of the Mid-Michigan Community Fire 
Control Board and a member of the Alma District Rural-
Urban Fire Board.

“Firefighter training is critical in today’s environment,” 
Beeson said. “Rural communities are finding it more difficult 
to recruit. I hope to be a voice of moderation that addresses 
both of these key issues. We need to work together to 
become leaders in training and recruitment/retention. I look 
forward to serving the citizens of Michigan by listening, 
learning and supporting our emergency service providers.”  

In addition, John David Feichtner, fire chief for 
Springfield Charter Township (Oakland Co.) Fire 
Department, has also been appointed to the FFTC to 
represent the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs on the 
council, while Kyle Svoboda, district chief for the Plainfield 
Charter Township (Kent Co.) Fire Department, will 
represent the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society. Their council 
terms expired Jan. 31, 2026. 

MTA Life Member Linda Preston, 
2016 MTA president and Pokagon 
Township (Cass Co.) supervisor, has 
been appointed to the State Boundary 
Commission (SBC). The SBC serves as 
a quasi-judicial body adjudicating many 
types of municipal boundary adjustments 
and makes recommendations on 
incorporations of new cities and villages and 
municipal consolidations, as well as on the approval or denial 
of certain types of petitions proposing to annex land under 
township jurisdiction into a city. 

“It is quite an honor to be appointed by the governor to 
the State Boundary Commission,” said Preston, whose SBC 
term runs until Nov. 15, 2023. “I will do my utmost to be fair 
when considering requests.” 

Beeson

Preston
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mta events | july

11 Defining Your Township’s Land Use Future workshop, 
Frankenmuth

12 Strategic Planning for Townships and Making Meetings 
More Effective workshops, Frankenmuth

13 Successful Ordinance Enforcement Now You Know 
lunchtime webinar

Officials, MTA discuss township issues with 
members of Congress
Local leaders took the 
township message to 
the nation’s capital 
during the National 
Association of Towns 
and Townships 
(NATaT) virtual 
“America’s Town 
Meeting” in May, 
hearing from experts 
and discussing key 
issues with members 
of the Michigan 
congressional 
delegation. Officials 
shared experiences  
and perspectives on areas such as access to broadband, 
cybersecurity, and incentives for recruiting and retention of 
emergency services personnel with Reps. John Moolenaar 
(R-4th) and Tim Walberg (R-7th), and the offices of 
Reps. Debbie Dingell (D-12th), Fred Upton (R-6th), 
Dan Kildee (D-5th) and Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI). 
Officials discussed their townships’ struggles with ensuring 
adequate fire and EMS personnel are available to serve 
their communities, and emphasized the impact of a lack 
of broadband on residents, businesses and the greater 
community. 

Federal leaders expressed their commitment to finding 
innovative solutions to expand broadband access—particularly 
for “last mile” infrastructure in rural communities. Numerous 
lawmakers reflected on their relationships with townships, 
township officials and MTA, with Rep. Moolenaar recalling 
when he was named “MTA Legislator of the Year” early in his 
career, and Rep. Walberg telling attendees, “I am thankful for a 
good and long-standing relationship with MTA, especially as a 
township resident myself.”

Prior to the congressional meetings, participants heard 
from U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
(USDA) Under Secretary Xochitl Torres Small, as well as 
panel discussions on USDA’s Community Facilities Loan 
and Grant Program, and on broadband and “Connecting 
Your Community.” When asked for tips on applying for the 
USDA grant and loan programs, Torres Small offered the 
following advice: “Connect with your state USDA Rural 
Development offices for advice and assistance, and if your 
first attempt was not successful, ask for areas of improvement 
and re-apply.” (Find details on USDA’s Michigan office at 
www.rd.usda.gov/mi.)

U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg kicked off 
the event, touting the “once-in-a-generation opportunity” for 
states and local governments, with the American Rescue Plan 
Act and bipartisan infrastructure act, as “our best chances 
ever to strengthen our towns and townships. If we succeed, 
we will have a safer transportation system, can build stronger 
families and create stronger communities.”

Remembering 1994 MTA President  
Roger Rycenga
Roger Rycenga, who led the Association 
as its 1994 president, passed away in May. 
A veteran of the U.S. Army, Rycenga 
dedicated his life to public service, and 
was Allendale Charter Township 
(Ottawa Co.) for 20 years and founded 
the township’s downtown development 
authority. Following his retirement 
from the township, he was elected county 
commissioner. 

He also served as president of the Ottawa County Assessors 
Association and was a member of the Allendale Public 
Schools Board of Education for nearly a decade, along with 
involvement on numerous county organizations and boards. 
A small business owner, Rycenga ran a barber shop in the 
township, and also grew and sold Christmas trees at his home. 

When he elected MTA president, Rycenga reflected 
on the unique nature—and opportunities—of township 
government. “Every township is different, and each one has 
different needs,” he said. “Rural or urban, each township 
board strives to make the quality of life a little better for their 
community.” A self-described “people person,” Rycenga 
also shared his “secrets of success in township government,” 
which included, “be honest, patient and up front, and be 
persistent and willing to make decisions.”  

Rycenga
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Dates and deadlines  
for townships

JULY

1 Taxes due and 
payable in those jurisdictions 
authorized to levy a summer 
tax. (MCL 211.44a(3) and (4))

5 First Tuesday in July. 
Deadline for governmental 
agencies to exercise the 
right of refusal for 2022 tax 
foreclosure proposals. (MCL 
211.78m(1)) 

Notice of voter registration for 
the Aug. 2 election published. 
One notice required. (MCL 
168.498)

Clerk shall post and enter into 
Qualified Voter File (QVF) the 
hours the clerk’s office will 
be open on the Saturday or 
Sunday or both immediately, 
and any additional locations 
and hours, before the Aug. 2 
election to issue and receive 
absent voter ballots. (MCL 
168.761b)

18 Last day to register 
in any manner other than in 
person with the local clerk 
for the Aug. 2 election. (MCL 
168.497) 

19 through 8 p.m. 
Aug. 2. In-person registration 
with local clerk with proof 
of residency for the Aug. 2 
election. (MCL 168.497)

Tuesday after the third 
Monday in July. The July 
board of review may be 
convened. (MCL 211.53b) The 
township board may authorize, 
by adoption of an ordinance 
or resolution, an alternative 
meeting date during the week 
of the third Monday in July. 
(MCL 211.53b(9)(b))

21 Candidates without 
political party affiliation seeking 
partisan offices file qualifying 
petitions and Affidavits of 
Identity by 4 p.m. for the  
Nov. 8 election. Withdrawal 
deadline elapses at 4 p.m. on 
July 25. (MCL 168.590c)

22 Write-in candidates 
other than write-in candidates 
who seek precinct delegate 
positions file Declaration of 
Intent forms for the Aug. 2 
election by 4 p.m. (MCL 
168.737a)

By 23 County 
clerks deliver remainder of 
ballots and election supplies 
for the Aug. 2 election to local 
clerks. (MCL 168.714)

By 26 Notice of 
the Aug. 2 election published. 
One notice required. (MCL 
168.653a)

By 27 Local 
clerk forwards names and 
addresses of candidates without 
political party affiliation to 
county clerk for the Nov. 8 
election. (MCL 168.321)

By 28  Public 
accuracy test for the Aug. 2 
election must be conducted. 
(R 168.778) Notice of test 
must be published at least 
48 hours before test. (MCL 
168.798)

29 Electors may 
obtain an absent voter ballot 
via first-class mail for the  
Aug. 2 election until 5 p.m. 
(MCL 168.759) 

Electors may submit a written 
request to spoil their absent 
voter ballot and receive a new 
ballot for the Aug. 2 election 
by mail until 5 p.m. (MCL 
168.765b)

AUGUST

1 On or before July 31. 
July 31 is a Sunday. Form 170-
IFT Industrial Facilities Tax 
Report, Form 170-CFT Com-
mercial Facilities Tax Report, 
Form 170-CRA Commercial 
Rehabilitation Act Tax Report 
and Form 170-OPRA Obsolete 
Property Rehabilitation Act Tax 
Report must be filed with the 
Michigan Department of  
Treasury, Property Services 

Division on or before July 31 
of the tax year involved.   

Deadline for a township or 
local authority to file Form 
5608 Portion of 2021 
Essential Services Millage Rate 
Dedicated for Cost of Essential 
Services. (MCL 123.1353(7)) 

Deadline for township to file 
Form 5613 Millage Rate 
Correction for 2022 Personal 
Property Tax Reimbursement 
Calculations. (MCL 
123.1358(4))

Deadline for local school 
districts to file Form 5451 
2022 School District and 
Intermediate School District 
(ISD) Debt Millage Rate for the 
2022 Personal Property Tax 
Reimbursement Calculation 
and Form 5609 2022 Hold 
Harmless Millage Rate for the 
2022 Personal Property Tax 
Reimbursement Calculation. 
(MCL 123.1353(4)) 

Electors who have returned 
their absent voter ballot may 
submit a written request in 
person to spoil their absent 
voter ballot for the Aug. 2 
election and receive a new 
ballot in the clerk’s office until 
10 a.m. (MCL 168.765b) 

Electors may obtain an absent 
voter ballot for the Aug. 2 
election in person in the 
clerk’s office until 4 p.m. 
(MCL 168.761) 

Electors who have lost their 
absent voter ballot or not yet 
received their ballot in the mail 

ENGINEERING STRONGER COMMUNITIES

800.482.2864 
www.wadetrim.com 

GeneralCode.com | 800.836.8834

Connecting Communities
to Innovative Code Solutions
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may submit a written request 
in person to spoil their absent 
voter ballot and receive a new 
ballot in the clerk’s office until  
4 p.m. (MCL 168.765b) 

2 Emergency absentee 
voting for the Aug. 2 election 
until 4 p.m. (MCL 168.759b)

Election Day registrants may 
obtain and vote an absent 
voter ballot in person in the 
clerk’s office with proof of 
residency or vote in person in 
the proper precinct until  
8 p.m. (MCL 168.761)

Election.

Petitions to place county and 
local questions on the Nov. 8 
election ballot filed with county 
and local clerks by 5 p.m. (If 
governing law sets an earlier 
petition filing deadline, earlier 
deadline must be observed.) 
(MCL 168.646a) 

4 Boards of county 
canvassers meet to canvass 
the Aug. 2 election by 9 a.m. 
(MCL 168.821)

15 Deadline to certify 
2022 essential services 
assessment statement and 
electronically submit essential 
services assessment with the 
state Department of Treasury 
without late payment penalty. 
(MCL 211.1057) 

By the third Monday in 
August. Deadline for taxpayer 
to file appeal directly with 
the Michigan Tax Tribunal if 
final equalization multiplier 
exceeds tentative multiplier 
and a taxpayer’s assessment, 
as equalized, is in excess of 
50% of true cash value. (MCL 
205.737(7))

By 16 Ballot 
wording of proposals qualified 
to appear on the Nov. 8 
ballot certified to county and 
township clerks by 4 p.m. 
Local clerks receiving ballot 
wording forward to county 
clerk within two days. (MCL 
168.646a) 

“ They’re always available to provide 
advice on most planning or zoning 
issues and their advice is based on 
35 years of experience in numerous 
communities throughout Michigan.”

  R. Brent Savidant, planning director, City of Troy

63  
Michigan communities have a  

22-person planning department.  
You can, too.

Carlisle | Wortman
A S S O C I AT E S,  I N C.

C W A P L A N . C O M       7 3 4 . 6 6 2 . 2 2 0 0



10  JULY 2022  |  township focus 

Is each board of review required 
to meet in July and December?
While every board of review (BOR) must meet 
each March, the July and December BOR 

meetings are not specifically required to be held each year. 
But under the current statutes, it is very likely that most, 
if not all boards of review will need to meet in July and 
December. For example, property owners may apply for a 
poverty and/or veterans exemption in July and December, 
necessitating the need to meet.  

The July BOR meets on the Tuesday following the third 
Monday in July if there is business to conduct. The December 
BOR meets on the Tuesday following the second Monday in 
December if there is business to conduct. Unlike the March 
BOR, the July or December BOR is not required to meet for 
a set amount of time; the schedule will be determined by the 
number of items that needs to be addressed. For example, if 
there are no qualified error corrections and no one comes to 
apply for a poverty or veterans exemption, you may only meet 
for a short period of time.

An alternative start date may be approved by ordinance 
or resolution of the township board, but the alternate date 
must be during this same week. So, the township board may 
schedule the July BOR meetings any day during the week 
commencing with the third Monday of July, and December 
BOR meetings commencing with the second Monday in 
December, instead of the designated Tuesday meeting dates. 
This may be done to accommodate attendance at these 
meetings by the township assessor. (MCL 211.53b)

Does the board of review have 
to put the notice of its July 
or December meetings in the 
newspaper?

No. The July and December BOR meetings are considered 
special meetings that require only the Open Meetings Act 
meeting notice posted at least 18 hours prior to the start of 
the meeting. A township could give additional notice, but it 
is not required.

What does the board of review 
do at its July or December 
meetings?
The July or December BOR is very limited in 

what it can do. Refer to MCL 211.53b and current State Tax 
Commission bulletins, including Bulletins 20 and 21 of 2020. 
Qualified errors: The July and December meetings are held to 
review and correct qualified errors on assessments as defined 

in MCL 211.53b, which include clerical errors and mutual 
mistakes of fact, where such errors or mistakes are verified 
by the assessor. The mistakes can involve the current or 
preceding tax year. (MCL 211.53b)

Qualified errors are defined in MCL 211.53b(8) as: 
• A clerical error relative to the correct assessment figures, 

the rate of taxation, or the mathematical computation 
relating to the assessing of taxes

• A mutual mistake of fact
• An adjustment under section 27a(4) or an exemption 

under section 7hh(3)(b)
• An error of measurement or calculation of the physical 

dimensions or components of the real property being 
assessed

• An error of omission or inclusion of a part of the real 
property being assessed

• An error regarding the correct taxable status of the real 
property being assessed

• An error made by the taxpayer in preparing the statement 
of assessable personal property under section 19

• An error made in the denial of a claim of exemption for 
personal property undersection 9o

• An issue beyond the control of a disabled veteran or his or 
her unremarried surviving spouse that causes a denial of an 
exemption under section 7b. An issue beyond the control 
of a disabled veteran or his or her unremarried surviving 
spouse means an error made by the local tax-collecting 
unit in the processing of a timely filed exemption 
affidavit or a delay in the determination by the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs that a veteran is 
permanently and totally disabled as a result of military 
service and entitled to veterans benefits at the 100% rate.

Other business: The July and December meetings may also 
consider:

• Granting a homeowner’s principal residence exemption 
from local school taxes in the year for which the 
exemption was claimed or in the immediately preceding 
three years if the exemption was not on the tax roll 
(MCL 211.53b(6))

• Granting an agricultural exemption from local school 
taxes for the current year and the immediately preceding 
year if the exemption was not on the tax roll or was 
denied by the assessor (MCLs 211.7ee and 211.53b)

• Granting a poverty exemption request, but only for 
the year in which the appeal is made, and not if the 
taxpayer has already appealed to the March BOR for 
that exemption (MCL 211.7u)

• Granting a disabled veterans homestead property tax 
exemption (MCL 211.7b)

• Granting an exemption for a qualified start-up business 
(MCL 211.7h)

hello, MTA ... ? Catherine Mullhaupt,  
MTA Staff Attorney
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According to State Tax Commission Bulletin 21 of 2020, 
Form 4031, July/December Board of Review Affidavit, has 
been developed for use to record the actions of the July and 
December BOR as required by law. Once it has completed 
its agenda, the BOR must certify the July/December BOR 
Affidavit, affirming the clerical errors and approving the 
corrections as verified by the assessor, and notify all taxing 
units within 30 days of the adjournment of the meeting. All 
affected official records must be corrected. 

If a qualified error results in an overpayment or 
underpayment, the rebate, including any interest paid, must 
be made to the taxpayer or the taxpayer must be notified, and 
payment made within 30 days of the notice. A rebate must be 
without interest. (MCL 211.53b(1))

If the other statutorily authorized changes are made by 
the July and December meetings of the BOR, the taxpayer 
must be notified of the change in writing, in the manner 
prescribed by the statute that authorizes the change. Form 
3128 (L-4035a) must be completed by the BOR and made 
a part of the board of review records whenever a change is 
made to an individual parcel of property that causes a change 
in taxable value.

• Granting an eligible development property or development 
property exemption pursuant for any tax billing date prior 
to the date filing Form 5033 (MCL 211.7ss)

• Correcting the omission of a qualified forest exemption 
for the current year and the immediately preceding year if 
the exemption was not on the tax roll (MCL 211.53b)

• Recapping a taxable value that was previously uncapped 
by mistake (MCL 211.53b)

• Correcting errors

Is the consideration of poverty 
or disabled veterans exemption 
appeals confidential?
No. Per MTA Legal Counsel and the State 

Tax Commission, a board of review cannot go into a closed 
session and meet privately to discuss poverty exemption 
appeals, disabled veterans exemptions or any other appeal. If 
information contained in documents provided to the BOR 
is exempt from disclosure, it should be redacted before being 
provided to the BOR.

How does the July/December 
board of review report its actions?
As a township public body, the BOR must keep 
minutes. But it will also have to maintain and 

file other records as well.  

Hello, MTA ... ? provides general information on typical questions asked by  
township officials. Readers are encouraged to contact an attorney when  
specific legal guidance is needed. Member township officials and personnel 
may contact MTA Member Information Services with questions or requests 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays, at (517) 321-6467 or fax (517) 321-8908.

Keep what you love about 
your Township. We’ll help 
you keep moving forward.

We help enrich communities while honoring 
legacies and preserving their distinct character. 
By consulting with local decision makers, leaders, 
residents, and other stakeholders, we provide 
solutions tailored to move communities forward 
with managed growth, local character, and 
environmental considerations at top of mind.

PLANNING

DESIGN

BUILDING
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Legislative and political updates—and 
the impact on local governmentinside Lansing

Ballot proof changes now in effect 
To expedite the process 
for the proofing of ballots, 
county clerks can now 
email ballot proofs to 
candidates—if an email 
address is provided on 
the candidate’s affidavit 
of identity—under Public 
Act 94 of 2022. 

The legislation, 
sponsored by Rep. Matt 
Koleszar (D-Plymouth 
Chtr. Twp.), also allows 
candidates to contact the 
county clerk by phone 
or email to correct any errors on the ballot proof. The ballot 
proof still needs to be mailed by first-class mail as well. 
The act also codifies current practice because of the federal 
Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act 
requiring the ballot to be filed with the county clerk at least 
58 days before the election instead of the 14 days that is 
currently in statute. 

The measure took effect on June 14, 2022. 

Sale of food and beverages in swimming 
pools now law

Public swimming pool 
operators can now sell  
food and beverages 
(including alcoholic 
beverages) for 
consumption in the 
swimming pool if  
certain conditions are  
met under two recently 
signed bills.

Public Act 99 of 2022, 
sponsored by Rep. Rodney Wakeman (R-Saginaw Chtr. 
Twp.), requires specific safety measures be in place, including 
lifeguards on duty, no slides or diving boards, and heightened 
disinfection and safety standards. Public Act 100 of 2022, 
sponsored by Rep. John Cherry (D-Flint), amends the 
Michigan Liquor Control Code to create a new on-premises 
public swimming pool permit and provides certain conditions, 
including a requirement that the exclusive area in which 
alcohol is sold under the permit not be accessible to minors. 

Both acts were effective as of June 14, 2022. 

New funding options available for 
emergency authorities 
Emergency authorities now may 
purchase real or personal property 
under installment purchase 
agreements, under Public Act 102 
of 2022, which was recently signed 
by the governor. 

The legislation, sponsored by 
Sen. Wayne Schmidt (R-Traverse 
City), allows emergency authorities 
to finance equipment, vehicles, land 
and other acquisitions in a manner 
like local units of government—
through installment purchases or borrowing money and 
issuing bonds. The intent is to provide a cost-effective and 
beneficial option to the authority.  

The new act took effect on June 14, 2022. 

Special assessment options  
for a private road 
Townships now have a second alternative for the cost 
allocation of a private road special assessment under 
legislation recently signed into law. Public Act 95 of 2022, 
sponsored by Rep. Sue Allor (R-Wolverine Twp.) and 
supported by MTA, adds the option of having the special 
assessment allocated equally to each landowner in the special 
assessment district that received a benefit. Previously, the law 
only provided the creation of a special assessment district for 
the cost of improvement or maintenance of a private road 
to be shared on a pro rata frontage basis by the landowners 
receiving a benefit. 

The act was effective on June 14, 2022. 

New process for impounded vehicles enacted 
Beginning Aug. 24, 2022, police departments will have new 
procedures for impounded vehicles under a bill recently 
signed by the governor. 

Public Act 89 of 2022, sponsored by Rep. Andrew Fink 
(R-Hillsdale), requires that within 24 hours of impounding 
a vehicle, police departments enter the vehicle into the 
Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN) as an 
impounded vehicle. If the vehicle is not redeemed by its 
owner within seven days after being impounded, the police 
department must deem the vehicle abandoned and enter the 
vehicle into LEIN as abandoned within 24 hours of being 
notified by the towing company. 

The new law also requires the towing company to notify 
the police if the vehicle is released before it is entered into 
LEIN within 24 hours.
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Civil infraction for left turn creating a hazard
Effective June 6, 2022, individuals 
making a left turn across a lane 
of traffic traveling in the opposite 
direction must yield to oncoming 
traffic from the opposite direction or 
be subject to a civil infraction.

Public Act 92 of 2022, sponsored 
by Rep. Scott VanSingel (R-Grant 

Twp.), amends the Michigan Vehicle Code to require a 
driver of a vehicle intending to turn left across a lane of traffic 
traveling in the opposite direction, other than an intersection, 
to yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching from 
the opposite direction. If the driver fails to do so and it 
constitutes an immediate hazard, the driver is responsible for 
a civil infraction. 

Clarification on nomination of township 
candidates for special election enacted
A measure to update who submits nominees for a special 
election to fill a township board vacancy is now enacted. Public 
Act 104 of 2022, sponsored by Rep. David Martin (R-Davion 
Twp.) and supported by MTA, clarifies a nominee is to be 
submitted by the county party committee for each political 
party in the county where the township is located. While this 

has been the practice, a reference in the election law states it 
is the township party committee—even though the statute 
establishing township party committees was repealed in 2012. 
The measure took effect on June 16, 2022. 

Updates to dog law on governor’s desk
When issuing a dog license, township treasurers would no 
longer have to provide the owner with information on the 
tattoo identification registry under legislation passed and 
pending action by the governor. 

House Bill 5588, sponsored by Rep. T.C. Clements 
(R-Bedford Twp.), would remove an obsolete reference to 
provisions of a law that was repealed in 2016. The repealed 
provision related to the tattooing of dogs for identification 
and registration purposes; however, references in other 
acts were not eliminated at the same time. HB 5588 would 
remove the reference to the registry that no longer exists. 
Additionally, HB 5589, sponsored by Rep. Ranjeev Puri, 
(D-Canton Chtr. Twp.), eliminates a provision allowing a 
court to order a dangerous animal that has not caused serious 
injury or death to an individual or dog, if the dangerous 
animal is a dog, to have an identification number tattooed on 
it at the owner’s expense, and instead require it to be assigned 
a permanent identification number.
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Legislative lowdown
A quick look at critical bills MTA 

is following as they move through the 
legislative process. For updates, look 
to our Township Insights e-newsletter, 
emailed weekly to all member officials.

HB 4014: Speed limits—Modifies 
procedure for establishing speed limits. 
MTA supports. 

HB 4084: Unlawful dumping—
Revises criminal penalties and civil fines 
for unlawful dumping of garbage. MTA 
supports.

HB 4115: Liquor license—Allows 
a local unit to adopt a resolution for 
on-premises liquor licensees to sell 
alcoholic liquor between 2 a.m. and  
4 a.m. MTA monitoring. 

HB 4129: Elections—Requires 
secretary of state to post on Department 
of State website a list of local clerks 
who are not current with continuing 
education training. MTA monitoring. 

HBs 4132-4133: Elections—Creates 
felony penalties for knowingly submitting 
an absent voter (AV) ballot application 
using another person’s name and 
personal information, and for submitting 
an AV ballot application with the intent 
of obtaining multiple AV ballots for a 
person. MTA monitoring.

HB 4134: Elections—Allows increase 
in allowable precinct size and requires 
permanent absent voter list. MTA supports.

HB 4135: Elections—Requires absent 
voter counting boards in cities and 
townships with more than one election 
precinct. MTA monitoring.

HB 4192: Elections/replacement 
candidates—Modifies the process for 
appointing a replacement candidate. 
MTA opposes.

HB 4197: Local preemption—
Prohibits local laws that prevent local 
officials from cooperating with federal 
authorities regarding an individual’s 
immigration status. MTA opposes.

HBs 4211-4212: Law enforcement— 
Increases penalties for disarming a law 
enforcement officer of a firearm. MTA 
monitoring. 

HBs 4454-4461: Solid waste— 
Revises Part 115 solid waste law to 

create materials management plans, and 
places more emphasis on recycling and 
composting of materials. MTA supports.

HB 4491: Elections—Provides 
authority for county clerks to remove 
deceased individuals from the Qualified 
Voter File. MTA monitoring.

HBs 4523-4524: Local rail grant 
separation program—Creates a local 
grade separation grant program for the 
separation of motor vehicle traffic and 
railroad traffic. MTA supports.

HB 4530: Elections—Eliminates May 
and August election dates, and creates 
June primary. MTA monitoring.

HB 4722 & SB 446: Land use/local 
zoning preemption—Amends Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act to preempt local 
units of government from zoning short-
term rentals. MTA opposes.

HBs 4766-4771: Asbestos abatement 
—Revises laws that govern asbestos 
abatement in Michigan. MTA supports. 

HB 4822: Workers’ compensation—
Provides for workers’ compensation 
for COVID-19 presumption for police, 
firefighters and emergency medical 
personnel without positive test result. 
MTA opposes.

HB 4839: Elections—Allows a 
township clerk to offer an annual absent 
ballot application that could be used 
for any or all elections held during a 
calendar year. MTA supports.

HB 4845: Elections—Requires the 
secretary of state to conduct signature 
verification training for county, city and 
township clerks. MTA supports.

HB 4885: Removal from office—
Modifies the gubernatorial removal 
process of local government officers from 
office. MTA monitoring.

HB 4908: Gaming—Allows veterans 
organization to conduct charity game 
using a video charity game dispenser 
and allocates net proceeds to include 
reimbursement to local units for disabled 
veterans property tax exemption. MTA 
supports. 

HB 5054: Appropriations—Provides 
appropriation to support to local 
government retirement systems. MTA 
supports. 

HB 5282: Elections—Prohibits 
intimidation of an election inspector 
or preventing an election inspector 
from performing his or her duties. MTA 
supports. 

HB 5293: Land use/zoning 
preemption—Preempts local zoning 
authority for child foster care institutions 
for a state licensed facility up to 10 
children. MTA opposes.

HBs 5300–5302: Medical 
marijuana—Creates special medical 
grower license for certain caregivers, 
limits to one location, requires 
registration and tracking of product, and 
provides municipal authority for civil 
enforcement. MTA supports. 

HB 5329: Property taxes—Provides 
an opt-out option to designated assessor 
requirement. MTA neutral. 

HB 5335: Elections—Requires 
city and township clerks to provide 
challengers in each precinct or absent 
voter counting boards with a visible 
challenger identification badge. MTA 
neutral.

HBs 5633-5634: Sales and use 
taxes—Provides sales and use tax 
exemptions for pet food. MTA opposes.

HB 5675—Township authority—Allows 
the option for township supervisors to 
perform marriages (creating parity with 
mayors). MTA supports.

HB 5697: Tax tribunal—Provides 
privacy of taxpayer information for 
Michigan Tax Tribunal proceedings.  
MTA opposes. 

HB 5702: Personal property taxes—
Eliminates all personal property taxes, 
without a revenue replacement. MTA 
opposes.

HB 5706: Marijuana—Allows 
Marijuana Regulatory Agency to 
contract with Indian tribes regarding the 
operation of marijuana. MTA monitoring. 

HBs 5921, 5923-5926: FOIA 
requirements—Modifies the FOIA 
requirements including required 
acknowledgement of FOIA request within 
two days, requires waiver or reduction 
of fee for request of a public record 
if would primarily benefit the general 
public, requires specific information 
about a record to be included in written 

inside Lansing
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denial, and requires a $500 fine to 
public body if denial challenged in  
court and new basis raised for denial. 
MTA opposes.

HB 5922: FOIA requirements—
Requires disclosure of FOIA 
coordinator’s name and contact 
information. MTA neutral.

HB 5972: Water resource 
improvement district—Modifies the 
definition of water resource improvement 
district to include certain water trails 
for tax increment financing. MTA 
monitoring.

HB 5981: Zoning preemption— 
Preempts local zoning, including special 
land use permit, for qualified residential 
treatment programs in residential zones. 
MTA opposes.

HB 6062: Public notices—Creates 
Local Government Public Notice Act. 
MTA supports.

HB 6071: Polling locations—Expands 
the types of locations that may be used 
as polling places. MTA supports.

HB 6124: Election challengers— 
Provides election challenger training 
for county clerks, political parties and 
other organizations and require election 
challengers to be trained. MTA supports.

HBs 6133-6134: Revenue sharing—
Creates the Revenue Sharing Trust 
Fund for statutory revenue sharing. MTA 
supports.  

SBs 22-23: Elections—Limits millage 
elections to November elections. MTA 
opposes. 

SB 61: Shoreline permits—Provides 
for expedited permit processing during 
high water. MTA supports. 

SBs 130-133: Elections—Move the 
May and August election dates to March 
and June with primary to be held the 
Tuesday following the first Monday in 
June. MTA monitoring. 

SBs 273 & 278: Elections—Provides 
for regulation of absent voter (AV) ballot 
drop boxes and modifies collection for  
AV ballots deposited in an AV ballot 
drop box. MTA opposes SB 273. 

SB 279: Elections—Modifies 
and revises the number of election 
challengers allowed in combined absent 
voter counting boards. MTA monitoring.

SB 292: Elections—Requires  
the secretary of state to establish 
election challenger training and requires 
election challengers to be trained.  
MTA supports.

SB 306: Elections—Requires the 
secretary of state to prepare, submit and 
post on website a report of county, city 
and township clerks who are not current 
with training or instruction required. 
MTA monitoring.

SB 308: Elections—Requires the 
secretary of state to provide signature 
verification training for clerks and 
election inspectors. MTA monitoring.

SBs 319-320: Septic system loan 
program—Modifies Strategic Water 
Quality Initiative loan program and fund 
to create a municipality loan program 
and a resident loan program. MTA 
supports.

SBs 429-431: Land use/local 
preemption—Preempts local units of 
government on zoning and all regulation 
of sand and gravel mining operations, 
and places jurisdiction under the state 
Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy. MTA opposes.

SB 441 & HB 5326: Property tax 
assessments—Clarifies valuation of wind 
energy systems. MTA supports. 

SB 442 & HB 4875: Land use—
Modifies conditions under which zoning 
ordinance may prohibit aggregate 
mining. MTA supports.

SB 449: Unfunded mandates— 
Creates the Headlee Unfunded 
Mandates Prohibition Act specifying a 
local unit of government would not be 
obligated to provide a new activity or 
service or increased level of activity or 
service required by state law unless the 
state appropriates the necessary funds 
to the local unit of government. MTA 
supports.

SB 563: Beach safety—Requires 
municipalities to post information 
on beach safety and anti-drowning 
techniques from state on website if they 
maintain a website. MTA supports.

SBs 729-730: Personal property tax 
exemption—Exempts from personal 
property tax new broadband equipment 
that resolves lack of service. MTA 
opposes.

SBs 783 & 1084: Property taxes—
Replaces process for disabled veterans 
property tax exemption with an income 
tax credit and requires the state to 
reimburse local units of government. 
MTA supports.

SBs 805-806: Property tax 
exemptions—Modifies the filing for 
eligible manufacturing personal property 
tax exemptions and the distribution of 
the local community stabilization share 
retroactively for businesses that missed the 
exemption filing deadline. MTA opposes.

SB 807: Property tax exemptions— 
Provides, for 2021 year only, a process 
for owner of personal property that 
would have qualified for an exemption if 
failed to file due to COVID-19 to obtain 
an exemption and holds local units of 
government harmless. MTA supports.

SB 820: Local preemption—Prohibits 
local units of government imposing 
a ban on the use of natural gas or 
installation of natural gas infrastructure. 
MTA opposes.

SB 846: Disabled veterans property 
tax exemption—Modifies affidavit filing 
requirements for disabled veterans 
property tax exemption. MTA monitoring.

SB 881: Property tax exemption—
Provides retroactive application of 
poverty exemption. MTA monitoring.

SB 956: Property tax exemption—
Provides tax exemption for personal 
property comprising certain consumer 
goods handling systems. MTA opposes.

SBs 957-958: Use and sales tax 
exemptions—Exempts collection of the 
use tax and sales tax on fully automated 
consumer goods handling systems. MTA 
opposes.

SBs 972-973 & 1029: Sales and 
use tax suspension—Exempts sale of 
fuel from sales and use tax at the pump 
from June 15 to Sept. 15, 2022. MTA 
opposes. 

SB 1028: DNR Trust Fund 
appropriations—Provides for FY 2021-
2022 Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund appropriations. MTA supports.

SBs 1060-1062: Property taxes—
Provide for the replacement revenue 
to local units for personal property 
tax exemption for the small taxpayer 
exemption between $80,000 and 
$180,000 that takes effect in 2023. 
MTA supports.
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“You cannot be in this position and not have controversial 
meetings, whether it’s over board decisions or issues that 
are dear to residents,” he said, noting that topics like weed 
control and lake issues can spark outrage among residents in 
his small community comprised of many cottages and second 
homes.

A quick look at news headlines and social media certainly 
makes it seem that conflict, anger and even threats are 
becoming common occurrences at public meetings around 
the state and country. While Lewis says that such ire has not 
found its way to his township’s board meetings, he has noted 
“more divisiveness, absolutely,” in the world around him, he 
said. “It’s frustrating.”

While the majority of township meetings run smoothly 
with few disruptions and often only a handful of residents 
in attendance, that could change in the blink of an eye. All 
boards can take actions and set an example and expectations 
to ensure that, even in the face of controversy, meetings run 
smoothly and respectfully.    

First, a look at the (mostly) positive
Disruptive public meetings and irate residents quickly draw 
headlines, posts and attention. Though it seems that such 
behavior is prevalent or the norm, the good news is that, in 

Bringing order 
to the disorder

With 14 years as Plainfield Township (Iosco Co.) supervisor,  
Fred Lewis knows that dealing with conflict or upset residents is  
part of the job. 

Michigan, most local leaders report that public discourse 
in their communities—among elected officials themselves 
and between officials and residents—is constructive. For the 
past two years, the Michigan Public Policy Survey (MPPS), 
conducted by University of Michigan’s Ford School for 
Public Policy and in which MTA is a partner, has asked 
leaders from nearly 1,800 communities about the state of 
public discourse in their area. 

Despite the headlines, the overall picture is good. In 2021, 
some 70% of local officials say that discourse is “somewhat” 
or “very” constructive between elected leaders and their 
residents. That leaves about 25% who called it a “mixed” bag, 
or “somewhat” or “very” divisive (the remaining 5% weren’t 
sure). In both 2021 and 2022, townships, specifically, noted 
very similar sentiments. Larger communities (30,000+) and 
more urban areas did report slightly higher divisiveness.

These trends remain relatively similar when local officials 
consider the discourse among their peers. However, when 
looking at discourse among their residents, the numbers 
show a bit of a different picture. 

In 2021, MPPS respondents statewide said that over 
half—51%—of the public discourse among residents was 
“mixed” or “somewhat” or “very divisive. Just 35% called 
it “somewhat” or “very” constructive. Among townships, 
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specifically, those numbers came in at 36% and 45%, 
respectively, with 17% indicating they did not know how to 
characterize discourse among residents. In 2022, township 
officials reported a “mixed” or “divisive” state of residents’ 
discourse even higher, at 44% (with 45% “somewhat” or very” 
constructive, and 10% who weren’t sure). 

And officials have reported seeing that divisiveness on the 
rise. In 2018, MPPS also asked officials the same question 
about the state of discourse in their communities. While 
their views on the state of public discourse among officials 
and between officials and residents has been consistently 
constructive over the past few years, when compared to 2018, 
the number of local leaders in 2021 who called residents’ 
discourse “mixed” or “divisive” increased by nearly 6%, up 

from almost 45%. The 2022 MPPS respondents reported a 
slight decrease in divisiveness among residents from last year, 
with just under half—49%—calling it “mixed,” “somewhat” 
or “very” divisive. 

Around the country, officials are reporting an upward 
trend in confrontation and contention. A recent report from 
a national municipal organization found that harassment, 
threats and violence directed at local elected officials has been 
rising at an alarming rate, with these concerning behaviors 
most frequently occurring on social media platforms. Some 
87% of local officials surveyed observed an increase in attacks 
on public officials in recent years, while 81% reported having 
experienced harassment, threats and violence themselves. 

The spring 2022 MPPS survey is also delving into this 
area, asking officials their own experiences with harassment, 
or if they know of fellow officials or other jurisdictions that 
have experienced harassment or threats—and the impact 
that it may have on their decision-making, personnel, public 
service and community engagement. While responses to the 
spring 2022 MPPS wave are just coming in as of Township 
Focus press time, early comments from survey respondents 
certainly indicate that some officials are seeing an
  escalation in confrontation during meetings and in the
     overall tone of public discourse. “At times, there has

     been a disrespect for the rules of order of meetings,
     threats of recall and desire to see staff lose their
     jobs,” noted one respondent. “These are over
     differences of opinion, not ethical, legal or moral
     failures. There is a sense that dissenters act by
      disrupting or hijacking processes.” “Residents are 
      hostile to township officials and don’t ask for
     facts before assuming we are for or against a
    topic,” said another. While the MPPS data is
    still being analyzed, it will be interesting to see
    how many officials report a similar trend to the
     national picture. 

Of course, even just one individual who is
   disruptive in a board meeting, or two residents

   who get into an argument on opposing sides of an
    issue, can taint the meeting and cast the township, board 

  or its officials in a negative light. How the township board 
conducts its meetings, reacts to such disruptions and interacts 
with the public can help to bring order to the disorder. 

Minimizing disruption during public meetings
In the face of negativity, it may be difficult to remember 
that it is elected officials’ responsibility to listen to all of its 
constituents, whether or not you agree with them. In fact, 
“The Sunshine Act” requires local governments to preserve 
elements of democracy by conducting business in public 
meetings. The Open Meetings Act (OMA) was enacted in 
1976 following the Watergate scandal to protect people’s 
rights to full and complete information about the workings 
of government. By working in the “sunshine,” townships 
increase community engagement with differing perspectives, 
engage more creative solutions and create a more open, 
effective decision-making process. 

Arguably the law that most impacts the township board 
as a whole (and all other statutory township boards and 
commissions, and most board-created committees), the 
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OMA ensures government transparency by establishing 
requirements for public notice, minutes and voting. 

Under the OMA, all deliberations and all decisions of 
a township board on public policy must occur in an open 
session at a meeting open to the public. In addition, the 
OMA provides that all individuals have the right to speak 
during a public comment period during any public meeting. 
Furthermore, people can comment on any topic that they 
wish. But they don’t get to speak for as long as they want, 
and the board can adopt rules to ensure that officials do not 
face personal attacks. 

By establishing and adopting public comment rules, the 
township board can ensure the public’s right to be heard 
while maintaining an orderly and respectful meeting. Things 
to consider include: 

• Limiting the amount of time each individual can speak 
(note that this is not the length of the public comment 
period, just the length of time an individual gets to 
speak). Consider choosing a limit such as two or three 
minutes. 

• Time limit rules should be imposed consistently.
• Consider allowing a group of individuals who wish 

to present a specific point of view to designate a 
spokesperson who may have additional time to 
adequately represent the group’s views (This is only an 
option; the township cannot require a group to use a 
spokesperson.)

• Restrictions cannot regulate what a person is saying 
(the content of the speech), though they can regulate 
personal attacks. 

Reasonable rules can help to minimize the possibility of 

disruptions. Rules around establishing order, preserving the 
decorum of meetings, protecting the freedom of citizens 
to participate and/or dissent without interruption from the 
public are acceptable and encouraged. Just make sure your 
rules are built to maintain order, conserve time and ensure 
that more members have an opportunity to be heard—and 
not to discourage public comment. Make sure your township’s 
public comment rules are in writing, clearly published where 
the community has access to them (consider printing it on the 
back of the meeting agenda), and consistently applied.

The timing of public comment during meetings can 
also convey a message of openness to the public. Township 
boards may choose to have their public comment period 
toward the beginning of the meeting, as opposed to the 
end of the meeting. Having only one public comment time 
and holding it at the end of the meeting can inhibit board 
members hearing residents’ comments that may be valuable 
in decision-making before a vote, could upset people who 
may then become disruptive in the audience, or give the 
perception that the board is stalling hearing attendees speak 
and actually become more angry and disruptive after waiting 
a significant amount of time. 

Plainfield Township offers one public comment period 
toward the beginning of its monthly board meetings. Each 
individual is allowed three minutes to speak, and is asked—
though not required—to identify themselves by name and 
address. When each speaker’s time is up, Lewis thanks them 
for their comments, and recognizes the next speaker.

“This is a time for the public to address the board,” Lewis 
said. “The board members do not engage or respond during this 
time, but we do let residents know who they can follow up with. 
The key is to treat everyone the same way, and be consistent.”

While only one public comment period is required by 
law, a township board may choose to provide additional 
opportunities to speak during its meetings. Union Charter 
Township (Isabella Co.) offers two public comment periods 
during board meetings—the first at the beginning of the 
meeting to address agenda items, and the second period 
toward the end of the meeting for any items on which 
the attendee wishes to speak. The township includes its 
public comment policy right on the meeting agenda so that 
all participants understand what is allowed. The agenda 
notes that questions will not be answered during this time, 
and provides a phone number to contact with additional 
questions. The second public comment time is extended, 
allowing attendees to speak for five minutes, rather than the 
three-minute limit of the first comment period.

“This works well,” said Manager Mark Stuhldreher, noting 
that audience members are mostly respectful of the time limit 
when they are reminded that their time to speak is up. “The 
key is having the meeting chairperson be consistent. I’ve found 
the public discourse in our township to be respectful. We have 

The public comment period can be a time to garner valuable feedback 
from residents and other stakeholders, hear concerns—and solutions—to 
township issues, and get ideas for township operations and services.
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achieved that through honesty and encouraging individuals 
with questions to meet with me, as the manager, to gain a 
more complete understanding of the situation.”

It is important to note that while the public has the right 
to attend and watch the board do its business (and even 
record and broadcast), it does not have the right to participate 
in deliberations or decisions of the board.

“These are our business meetings, when we make 
purchases, pay bills, make decisions,” said Lewis, noting the 
board will allow some audience questions during a board 
comment period at the end of its meetings.  

Reminded Stuhldreher, “The meeting is the board’s 
business meeting that allows for public comment as opposed 
to a meeting for public comment that also has business 
associated with it.” 

While officials may be tempted to engage with citizens 
during public comments, remember these four words: do not 
do so. Your job is to listen carefully and respectfully, allow for 
differences of opinion, and thank people for their willingness 
to weigh in on issues. Do not telegraph your agreement or 
disagreement. When you are tempted to respond to a citizen, 
limit yourself to, “Thank you.” If a speaker is presenting false 
information, you may expand your comment to “Thank you 
for presenting your opinion,” to convey that what they were 
hearing was opinion and not necessarily fact.

“The worst thing a board can do is engage in a ‘back and 
forth’ with a speaker,” Stuhldreher said. 

Even the manner by which townships recognize an 
individual’s turn to speak can help shape the tone of a public 
comment period.

“An interesting point I’ve noticed in many public meetings 
is that those opposed to an issue tend to sit in the rear, 
while those in favor tend to sit in the front,” said Bill Fink, 
Portage Charter Township (Houghton Co.) trustee. “When 
calling on folks for public comment, start with the negative 
folks in the back rows, then work up to the positive folks in 
the front rows. That way the tenor of the discussion winds 
down with the more positive vibes in the room!” 

The public comment period can be a time to garner 
valuable feedback from residents and other stakeholders, 
hear concerns—and solutions—to township issues, and get 
ideas for township operations and services. Townships can 
set a welcoming tone by taking small actions to convey that 
the public is welcome; even something as simple as keeping 
doors open to your meeting room or posting signage that the 
meeting is open to the public can be symbols that indicate 
welcoming public input are valuable indicators of open 
meetings. 

Tips for an orderly meeting 
Don’t wait until things get out of hand at your public 
meetings to put policies and methods in place to serve as 
boundaries toward productive public feedback. The following 
can help ensure your meetings and interactions with the 
public remain constructive and beneficial to all involved.

Establish—and follow—parliamentary procedures
Both general law and charter townships should establish rules 
to determine how they will conduct business at township 
board meetings. While there is no specific statement in 
general law township law, the Charter Township Act states 
that the township board “shall determine its own rules and 
order of business.” (MCL 42.7(6))

A township board may choose to adopt an established 
form of parliamentary procedures—such as Robert’s Rules of 
Order—a simplified version of meeting procedures, or even 
its own rules of procedure, as long as they do not violate state 
statute. The value of the rules of parliamentary procedure is 
in their ability to promote focused discussion and decision-
making. While not required, parliamentary procedure is 
helpful in providing a consistent format from meeting to 
meeting—contributing to trust-building both among board 
members as well as the public. The key is for all board 
members to know and follow the same rules, and to use them 
consistently. 

“Using parliamentary procedures helps to keep order,” 
Lewis noted, simply. “It also allows for me to see who has the 
floor during meetings.”

Other tips to consider: 
• Consent agendas minimize time spent on issues that do 

not need to be opened for discussion.
• Plan to address controversial issues early in your agenda. 

Making citizens wait on these issues can add fuel to the 
passionate fire. 

Who enforces the rules? 
For township board meetings, the supervisor, as the meeting 
moderator, has primary responsibility for preserving order, 
though all board members can help in this by keeping 
discussions focused and following the meeting rules of order. 
In other public bodies, such as the planning commission, 
the commission chair bears that responsibility. Keeping 
a consistent order, building clear agendas and the use 
of consent agendas gives the public confidence in your 
processes. To help keep meetings on task, citizens can be 
asked to please stay on topic, refrain from profanity or raised 
voices, and not engage in a back-and-forth discussion or 
argument with others in the audience. Just be careful that you 
are re-directing citizens about their decorum, not the content 
or opinions of those speaking. 

Supervisors should issue warnings when those rules 
are broken, but if disruption persists, that citizen may be 
excluded from the rest of the meeting. However, just because 
a citizen is disruptive today, you cannot exclude that same 
citizen from future meetings.

With 18 years as Salem Township (Allegan Co.) 
supervisor, James Pitsch takes his responsibility ensuring 
orderly meetings seriously—and does so in a professional 
manner, even in the face of upset or demanding residents. 
“Our meetings are very much, for the most part, civil and 
friendly,” he said. “But if we have someone who comes with 
an axe to grind, I have no problem putting them in their 
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place—in a kind manner. I have only had a few times where 
I have had to stop someone attacking a board member and 
addressed the issue. I haven’t had any issues where we had to 
adjourn a meeting.”

Consider holding information sessions
When preparing to address controversial issues, the township 
may wish to consider adding informal educational sessions 
before making decisions. When doing so, having confident, 
capable staff facilitate these meetings is preferred. The 
purpose of these sessions is to educate, not advocate for 
positions. Clearly communicate whether you are information 
sharing or information gathering, and be prepared to share 
the results of such sessions with the general public.

Such informational sessions are separate from a public 
hearing. A public hearing is a legally required public 
comment period held during a public meeting on a specific 
action being considered by a public body, such as a special 
assessment hearing, zoning board of appeals hearing or 
zoning amendment/approval hearing. Statutory requirements 
for public hearings, including notice, must be followed. A 
public hearing is never held as a separate meeting, but as an 
agenda item at a regular or special meeting.

While each person attending your meetings is entitled to 
record, televise, videotape or broadcast public meetings, often 
what is broadcast is a sound bite, an unbecoming statement 
or dialogue that lacks the full context of the full dialogue. 
Recording meetings and sharing links for the public to view 
on the township website or social media can be helpful for 
full disclosure of proceedings.

A lawful presence
In light of escalating issues and lack of decorum, having 
a member of the township’s police department, sheriff’s 
department or state police be present at meetings can be helpful 
as a deterrent to confrontation and to help in preservation of 
order, particularly if a meeting topic may generate controversy. 
Some townships choose to have a uniformed officer at 
all public meetings, while others may contact their law 
enforcement prior to a meeting as a heads-up or to be on call 
in case they are needed. This presence alone can help maintain 
order or de-escalate a situation. One township official noted to 
MTA that, following a recent planning commission meeting 
that grew heated due to discussion over a development, a 
decision was made to have a sheriff’s deputy attend planning 
commission and potentially township board meetings when the 
topic of the development was on the agenda. 

It is important for the supervisor to discuss with any law 
enforcement in advance about meeting protocols and any 
expectations for involvement in the meeting—if and when to 
intervene, and how. 

Even simply letting an unruly resident know that law 
enforcement will be called if order is not maintained during 
a meeting is often enough to de-escalate a situation, Lewis 
noted. While exceedingly rare, he said he can recall dialing 

911 during board meetings. “It’s happened just two times in 
14 years,” he said. 

Safety first
With the prevalence of intensifying or even out-of-control 
behavior in our current environment, even if you believe 
that such a situation could never arise in your township, it is 
important to practice “safety first,” in meetings and day-to-
day interactions in township offices. While a confrontation 
may seem far-fetched, township officials and leaders should 
keep in mind:

• Trust your gut with angry or threatening people. Do 
not hesitate to have uniformed personnel called in. Do 
you have a keyword or phrase that would alert township 
personnel to call 911 or at the very least, to join you to 
signal safety in numbers?

• Do not move to an inside office or conference room to 
calm people down when they are making a scene. Do 
not turn your back on an angry person, and always be 
the person closest to the door in the event of escalation. 

• Keep your distance with angry citizens—three feet or 
more to de-escalate situations.

• Do not touch citizens. Mental health issues and 
adrenaline are a dangerous mix when touched.

• Scan the environment. Is your angry person alone or are 
others in the wings?

• Avoid pictures of family members on township social 
media as they may become targets, too. Keep your 
private social media private.

• Take fundamental safety precautions at the township 
hall with security systems and video.

Allowing people to express their fears, thoughts and concerns—even 
passionately—is a clear signal to learn more about their opinions and 
experience.
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• In the event of violence, know your exit route, be 
prepared to barricade yourself, and if you and others 
are threatened, use the element of surprise if you are 
threatened with attack/assault.

Using technology to inform, not debate
Your township’s website is an essential tool to provide 
accurate information to residents and stakeholders by posting 
resources, agendas, minutes, articles and public service 
announcements. You can also link to reputable sources, such 
as the Michigan Townships Association, State of Michigan 
and other local government organizations. 

Just like in one’s personal life, social media can be both the 
friend and foe of townships. While it provides feedback from 
your community, often responses are filled with misinformation. 
It is important to always correct facts, not people. And much 
like public comment during meetings, never get in a “back and 
forth” discourse on social media. 

Conspiracy theories? Rants? Keep in mind that most 
citizens will recognize the falsehoods in those responses; 
officials do not need to put time and energy into helping 
them recognize what is already apparent. Including a 
disclaimer on the opinions of citizens, however, is helpful 
when using interactive social media. Keep in mind that 
monitoring social media on contentious topics is helpful in 
gauging whether warning signs of de-humanizing language, 
escalating tensions or potential violence may be on the docket 
for future meeting topics.  

You can use the township’s website, email lists and social 
media to help communicate decisions and outcomes to 
help give your community confidence that they know what 
has occurred—and what’s to come. You can also use this 
outreach to share implementation plans and next steps, or for 
issues on which the public is seeking additional information.  

Public confidence can be eroded when there appears to be 
continued debate and discussion about issues after the vote 
has been taken. As elected officials, remind yourselves that 
after the vote, the decision is made. Were you in the minority 
on the vote? Don’t take to social media or make public 
comments that second-guess board actions. You can privately 
check your lessons learned and move forward as one board, 
rather than feed division.

Manage yourself—and your response
You can’t control other people—but you can control how 
you respond to them, even in the face of confrontation or 
anger. While “thank you” is your go-to phrase in township 
meetings, breathing is your go-to physical reaction to 
conflict and disruption. The next time you’re in a difficult 
conversation, watch what happens to your body when the 
conversation ends. Likely you’ll think of all the things you 
should have said. Why? Because once the person leaves you 
release all those tensed muscles and breathe. With all of that 
oxygen now going to your brain, you think more clearly. Too 
bad you finally breathed after the conversation was over! 

Take a moment to figure out what takes your emotional 
reactions from 0 to 90 in response to citizens and then map out 
what you “should” do in those situations rather than what you’d 
like to do. Practice those “canned” responses so that when 

you’re triggered, your professional response is muscle memory.
Another strategy for de-escalating issues is to truly 

empathize as you work to understand the citizen. You’re not 
agreeing, but you are listening to understand that individual’s 
experience. Once they feel understood, you’re ready to move 
into logical problem-solving mode.

Allowing people to express their fears, thoughts and 
concerns—even passionately—is a clear signal to learn more 
about their opinions and experience. Let them vent while 
listening carefully. Your answers cannot be heard until the 
citizen spends their energy. And then react “below” their 
intensity—do not match it! Even the volume of your voice 
should be softer to help de-escalate conflict.

“I have found that people will emulate the board chair—
their behavior and their attitude,” Lewis said. “Stay calm, do 
not get angry and treat them with kindness.”

Finally, when citizens are throwing verbal grenades, 
remember “QTIP”—quit taking it personally. Stay a cut 
above and realize it’s not about you—it’s about them.

The board sets the tone
Public service isn’t easy—and is seemingly getting harder 
and more complex all the time. But to promote a sense of 
community in your township, it’s important to genuinely 
work to build trust and respect in order to encourage 
constructive conflict and prevent destructive conflict. Setting 
guidelines for our own behavior in board meetings and 
day-to-day township administration sets the stage for role 
modeling what we expect from each other and the public. 

“I believe the demeanor of our township board sets much 
of the tone for our meetings,” Pitsch said. “The greeting 
board members give each other when we enter a room sets 
the tone; we treat each other as friends. The folks attending 
the meeting also see and understand the extra trust among 
the board and in the township.”

To help set this tone, consider these ground rules:
• We won’t interrupt someone who is speaking.
• We will avoid using sarcasm with each other.
• We will focus on the problem—not the person.  

No put-downs.
• We will convey to others that we want to help.
• Board members will be treated with respect.
• We will view each other as competent and responsible.
• Each elected official is an equal member of the board.
• We will be nonjudgmental in our dealings with each 

other.
• We acknowledge that we can disagree—and can agree 

to disagree. 
In today’s often-contentious times, township leaders can 

help set the example for professionalism and civility, while 
ensuring order, safety and proper governance at township 
meetings and day-to-day administration.  

Nancy Ohle, “Unleashing Potential”
Trainer/Facilitator/Coach/Speaker

Contact Ohle at (989) 274-2039 nancy.ohle@gmail.com. 
Information from MTA resources, including our Introduction 
to Township Board Meetings, were used in this article. 
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are invested. If the investments perform well, the benefits 
increase accordingly, but if they don’t, then the benefits 
suffer. Even short-term losses can be important if the funds 
are needed when the loss occurs. The amount accrued in the 
employee’s account at retirement constitutes the whole of the 
retirement benefits. Members can outlive their retirement 
funds and benefits will be exhausted once the account is.

The Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of 
Michigan’s Defined Contribution Formula is as follows: 
Employer contributions plus employee contributions plus 
earnings or loss in the market minus fees. The contribution 
amount is typically determined by the township and is a  
fixed dollar amount of percentage of compensation. 
Employer contributions are not taxable until they are 
withdrawn from the plan. Employee contributions may  
be required if the township has a fixed dollar or percentage 
for contributions. 

Sources
“Types of Retirement Plans.” U.S. Department of Labor, 

https://www.dol.gov/general/topic/retirement/typesofplans 

“Defined Benefit Plan—MERS: Municipal Employees’ 
Retirement System of Michigan.” MERS, 3 Aug. 2021,  
www.mersofmich.com/participant/programs/
defined-benefit-plan/

“Defined Contribution Plan—MERS: Municipal  
Employees’ Retirement System of Michigan.” MERS,  
4 June 2020, www.mersofmich.com/participant/programs/
defined-contribution-plan/ 

financial forum

Information provided in Financial Forum should not be considered legal advice, 
and readers are encouraged to contact their township auditor and/or attorney for 
advice specific to their situation.

What is the difference between 
a defined benefit and a defined 
contribution retirement plan? 
And what are advantages and 

disadvantages of each?
A defined benefit plan promises a specified monthly benefit at 
retirement. The plan may state this promised benefit as an 
exact dollar amount or it may calculate a benefit through a 
plan formula that considers factors such as salary and service, 
for example, 1% of average salary for the last five years of 
employment multiplied by the total years of service with an 
employer. The benefits in most traditional defined benefit 
plans are protected, within certain limitations, by federal 
insurance.

One of the advantages for employees of defined benefit 
plans is their predictability. From the moment employees 
enter a defined benefit plan, they can calculate exactly what 
benefits they will receive when retiring under a specific set of 
circumstances. The longer the employment and the higher 
the salary, the greater the benefit will be, and once it is set, 
it will not change. Another advantage is security since the 
payments continue for life and in some cases beyond if the 
member chooses a beneficiary option. 

The Municipal Employees’ Retirement System of 
Michigan’s Defined Benefit Formula is as follows: Benefit 
plan multiplier multiplied by final average compensation 
multiplied by years and months of service, divided by 12 for 
your monthly (“Straight Life”) amount. The final average 
compensation is the average of wages an employee earned 
over a certain period of time, which is determined by the 
township and is usually around three to five years. Service 
credit is the amount of qualified employment under your 
plan and is earned by each month of work required by the 
township. The benefit multiplier is chosen by the township 
and typically ranges from 1.0% to 2.5%.

A defined contribution plan, unlike the defined benefit plan, 
does not promise a specific amount of benefits at retirement. 
In these plans, the employee, the employer, or both, 
contribute to the employee’s individual account under the 
plan, sometimes at a set rate. These contributions generally 
are invested on the employee’s behalf. The employee will 
ultimately receive the balance in their account, which is based 
on contributions plus or minus investment gains or losses. 
The value of the account will fluctuate due to the changes in 
the value of the investments. 

Defined contribution plan members usually have some 
control over where and how the funds in their accounts 
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Eliminate per-person fees with MTA’s 
annual online education subscription 
options. Everyone in your township can 
watch and learn together OR on their own! 

Package rates are:

Essentials Package: $750

Plus Package: $1,000  

Premium Package: $1,900

To continue your subscription or begin 
subscribing today, visit our online store 
at https://bit.ly/RenewMTAOnline

If your township is already a subscriber, 
thank you! We hope you will consider 
renewing or perhaps even upgrading 
to the next learning level. NEW 
classes have been added to every 
package: 5.5 additional hours of 
training to Essentials, 8 hours to 
the Plus package, and 75 hours to 
Premium Pass!

Not yet a subscriber? What are you 
waiting for? Now is the perfect time to 
try it! 

Individual webinars more your speed? 
Browse our online classrooms at 
https://learn.michigantownships.org

MTA’s Online Learning Center is home to a wide variety of 
recorded webinars designed only with township officials in mind. From 
assessing to zoning, you’re sure to find something for every member of 
your township team, at every stage in their public service career.

Our annual subscription packages allow you to unlock the savings 
in this extensive library. One subscription gives everyone on your 
township team (yes, everyone!) access to all of the courses included in 
that package with no additional “per person” fees.

Three different levels allow you to choose which webinar package is 
the best fit your township:

• The Essentials level includes 14 webinars that cover the 
basics—what we consider essential topics—designed for all board 
members and required knowledge for all townships. 

• Step up to the Plus level to get access to 25 webinars that take 
you beyond the essentials, digging into planning and zoning topics, 
cemeteries and more. Your entire board, planning commissioners 
and zoning administrators can watch together (or separately) at no 
additional cost.

• Upgrade to Premium Pass and get more than 90 webinars! 
We’ll throw in FREE access to our live monthly webinar series,  
Now You Know (featuring a new topic every month) AND our 
recorded Township Governance Academy courses. But that’s not all, 
you’ll also get 20% off all upcoming—even in-person—training!

To subscribe (or renew your subscription), visit our  
online store at https://bit.ly/RenewMTAOnline 

For a full list of what’s included in each package, visit 
www.michigantownships.org/mtaonline.asp

MTA Online
Subscriptions

One subscription provides online 
learning for your entire township



Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 221.

upcoming MTA workshops

_________________________________________________________
Township                                                                                   County

_________________________________________________________  
Telephone                                                                       Email Address

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title             Land Use     Strategic     Meetings     All

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title             Land Use     Strategic     Meetings     All

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title             Land Use     Strategic     Meetings     All

Lodging is available at the Bavarian Inn Lodge starting at $99/night  
(plus local taxes). Call (855) 652-7200 and reference this MTA event  
or group code 13G2AQ to make a reservation.

Ju ly  MTA Workshops Registrat ion Form

  Check enclosed (payable to MTA)   OR      Charge to credit card (below)

  

  Card #                                                                              CSV (3-digit code)    Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                               Signature

/

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed.

# of Attendees Registration Fee    Total

       x                      =

	 	  Registration Rate*
Land Use   $145/attendee
Premium subscribers $116/attendee

Strategic   $109/attendee 
Premium subscribers $87/attendee

Meetings  $109/attendee
Premium subscribers $87/attendee

ALL SESSIONS       $363/attendee
Premium subscribers $290/attendee

*Rates apply to
MTA members. 
Non-members,

call for rates. 

Wondering what a 
premium subscriber is  

or whether your 
township is one?  

Visit www.michigan 
townships.org/

mtaonline.asp to  
learn more.

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION

Cancellations & substitutions: Written cancellation requests must have been 
received at the MTA office by June 27 to receive a full refund. No refunds will be 
issued thereafter. Cancellations after June 27 will receive access to a recorded 
version. You may substitute another individual from your township for your 
registration at any time without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change. 
Substitutions are not allowed for registrations made using Township Governance 
Academy (TGA) scholarship funds. 

These courses are designed to enhance your leadership skills and motivate you to 
take on the challenges (and opportunities!) unique to those serving as a local leader. 
They are part of MTA’s TGA curriculum (F-102; 6 credits; B-104; 4 credits; and B-105; 
4 credits). Regardless of your position with the township or amount of experience, 
TGA can move you to a higher level of performance and make your service more 
rewarding. You do NOT have to be enrolled in TGA to attend. Credit will be assigned 
retroactively if you enroll within six months of attending.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

July workshops examine meetings, land use 
and strategic planning 
MTA can help your board understand the elements of strategic planning, structure 
more effective meetings and learn techniques for making sound land use decisions.
Join us at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth this July for one (or all!) of the 
courses described below:

July 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Defining Your Township’s Land Use Future
Includes continental breakfast and lunch
Land use expert and author of MTA’s planning and zoning guidebooks Steve Langworthy 
goes in depth exploring issues that must be confronted if your township planning efforts 
are to be successful. Learn the purpose, process and legal requirements of your master 
plan, and gain insights into a broad range of day-to-day and emerging land use issues. 

July 12 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Strategic Planning for Townships
Includes continental breakfast
Strategic planning is critical to achieving real results in your township. 
Discover what strategic exploration entails, as well as the voices 
that must be heard, in order to develop a solid plan that aligns the 
township’s resources and creates favorable outcomes.

July 12 from 1:30 to 5 p.m. 
Making Meetings More Effective
Includes lunch served at 12:30 p.m.
Learn strategies for structuring your meetings to achieve more in 
less time, with fewer headaches! Uncover techniques for tackling 
differences around the board table while staying focused on results. 
Identify ways your board can define its “rules of engagement” so your 
meetings will be orderly and productive. 

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION

Discounted book package available: Participants can pre-purchase MTA’s 
Planning & Zoning Book Package, which includes The Township Guide to 
Planning & Zoning and Planning & Zoning Decision-making, for $77  
($82 for online attendees to cover shipping & handling)—an 18% discount 
over regular rates! The P&Z Guide provides a detailed look at the planning 
process and outlines a successful program, while Decision-making aims to 
help you reach defensible decisions and build a strong community based on 
sound planning principles and procedures. Books will be distributed onsite  
at check-in or shipped to online registrants.  



 Regular Rate*
Land Use $145/attendee
Premium subscribers $116/attendee

Strategic $109/attendee 
Premium subscribers $87/attendee

Meetings $109/attendee
Premium subscribers $87/attendee

ALL SESSIONS $363/attendee
Premium subscribers $290/attendee

*Rates apply to
MTA members.
Non-members,

call for rates.

Wondering what a 
premium subscriber is  

or whether your 
township is one? 

Visit www.michigan 
townships.org/

mtaonline.asp to 
learn more.

Cancellations & substitutions: Written cancellation requests must have been 
received at the MTA office by June 27 to receive a full refund. No refunds will be 
issued thereafter. Cancellations after June 27 will receive access to a recorded 
version. You may substitute another individual from your township for your 
registration at any time without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change. 
Substitutions are not allowed for registrations made using Township Governance 
Academy (TGA) scholarship funds. 

These courses are designed to enhance your leadership skills and motivate you to 
take on the challenges (and opportunities!) unique to those serving as a local leader. 
They are part of MTA’s TGA curriculum (F-102; 6 credits; B-104; 4 credits; and B-105; 
4 credits). Regardless of your position with the township or amount of experience, 
TGA can move you to a higher level of performance and make your service more 
rewarding. You do NOT have to be enrolled in TGA to attend. Credit will be assigned 
retroactively if you enroll within six months of attending.

/
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fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 221.

upcoming MTA workshop
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Explore emerging issues in planning and zoning
Join MTA for a how-to guide and real-life practical experiences at the summer’s 
hottest workshop series, Hot Topics in Planning & Zoning. This evening program 
identifies emerging issues in planning and zoning, and is a must for planning 
commissioners, township board members and zoning administrators.

Dig into hot-button land use and zoning issues that are key topics of 
conversation in townships across the state. Short-term rental regulations in 
residential neighborhoods and zoning provisions for solar energy are just a 
few of the topics up for discussion. We’ll also review recommendations for 
how “hot potato” topics and conflict of interest get handled in your township 
to avoid confusion and contention, and ensure everyone knows their part in the process. You won’t want to miss this discussion on 
matching your township’s planning and zoning with the character of your community! Learn what to do when your current approach 
to restricting an existing use isn’t working and what you can (and can’t!) do to balance property rights with preservation of your 
neighborhood residential, or agricultural, character. 

Designed and presented by MTA Legal Counsel Catherine Kaufman, who brings her unique experience as both a planner and an 
attorney, and Seth Koches, with the firm Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman PC, this workshop offers real-life, practical 
application. This course was designated by Michigan State University Extension for Master Citizen Planner (MCP) program credit. 
Registration and dinner begin at 4 p.m., class is held from 5 to 8 p.m. on:

Aug. 16: Comfort Inn, Mt. Pleasant       Aug. 24: Otsego Resort, Gaylord       Aug. 31: Van Buren ISD, Lawrence
Can’t make the date? Prefer to join online? Catch a live stream online from the computer nearest you on Aug. 31 OR watch a recorded 
version (available in September) at your convenience until Dec. 1. Watch live or recorded—or both—whichever works for you!

Hot Topics in P&Z Registrat ion Form

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed. 
 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)  Charge to credit card (below)

  Card # CSV (3-digit code)         Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name   Signature

Which location will you attend?

 Aug. 16: Mt. Pleasant
 Aug. 24: Gaylord
 Aug. 31: Lawrence

Online option:
 Aug. 31: Join live AND watch on demand later

 Early-bird Rate*: Expires Aug. 2
$103/person (Premium subscribers pay $82/person**)

	 Regular Rate*: After Aug. 2
$123/person (Premium subscribers pay $98/person**)

 ______ (# registered)   x   $_______ (rate*)                    =  $_________ 
 ______ (# of book packages)  x  $77/package per  

package; $82 for  
online registrants*) =  $_________ 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED               =   $_________ 

*Rate applies to MTA members. Non-members, call for rates.

Purchase P&Z books? 
 Yes    No

_________________________________________________________
Township                                                                                    County

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                                                              Email

 Joining:  In Person   Online

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                                                              Email

 Joining:  In Person   Online

_________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                                                              Email

 Joining:  In Person   Online

Purchase P&Z books? 
 Yes    No

Purchase P&Z books? 
 Yes    No

**Premium subscribers are townships that have purchased an annual 
online learning subscription to MTA Online at the premium level. 

Wondering whether your township subscribes? Visit
www.michigantownships.org/mtaonline.asp to learn more.

Cancellation, substitution & switching policy: Written cancellation requests 
received at the MTA office by Aug. 2 will receive a full refund. No 
refunds will be issued after this date. In-person event “no shows” or 
those who cancel after Aug. 2 will be converted to online access. If 
space allows, you may switch locations at no charge if you notify MTA 
of the change at least one week prior to the workshop; otherwise, a 
$25/person fee will be assessed. You may substitute another individual 
from your township without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of 
the change.

Discounted book package available: Participants can pre-purchase MTA’s 
Planning & Zoning Book Package, which includes The Township Guide to 
Planning & Zoning and Planning & Zoning Decision-making, for $77  
($82 for online attendees to cover shipping & handling)—an 18% discount 
over regular rates! The P&Z Guide provides a detailed look at the planning 
process and outlines a successful program, while Decision-making aims to 
help you reach defensible decisions and build a strong community based on 
sound planning principles and procedures. Books will be distributed onsite  
at check-in or shipped to online registrants.  

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION
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Preserving a piece  
of the past

Projects in Michigan townships garner  
historic preservation honors

feature

Townships are home to pieces of Michigan history, and two projects 
seeking to preserve that history were recently honored with Governor’s 
Awards for Historic Preservation, from the Michigan State Historic 

Preservation Office. 

The 19th annual awards, which were presented to 
recipients by Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist, celebrate outstanding 
historic preservation achievements that reflect a commitment 
to the preservation of Michigan’s unique character and 
the many archaeological sites and historic structures that 
represent the state’s rich past.

“Historic resources and archaeological sites tell us about 
the past and help us define Michigan’s unique identity. Their 
preservation is vital to Michigan’s present and future as they 
contribute to vibrant communities and our understanding 
of the past,” said Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Martha MacFarlane-Faes. “This year’s diverse group of 
awards has inspired additional preservation activity and 
economic investment, and illustrates projects that represent 
preservation best practices.” 

The two projects in Michigan townships that received 
honors ensure that important pieces of history are preserved 
for generations to come. 

‘An asset to the community’
Completed in 1947, the shelter building at Orchard Beach 
State Park, in Manistee Township (Manistee Co.), is one 
of the finest examples of rustic park architecture found 

in Michigan’s state parks, perched on a bluff overlooking 
Lake Michigan. Because of rapidly changing water levels, 
significant erosion and slope failure caused the bluff to erode 
toward the building.

Threatened by erosion on its perch on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan, 
the historic shelter building at Orchard Beach State Park, in Manistee 
Township (Manistee Co.), was moved to a safer site in 2020.
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In 2020, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
made the dramatic decision to move the building to a safer 
location in the park. While moving a historic building is 
rarely a first choice, sometimes conditions make such a 
decision necessary. The total project included relocation 
of the shelter to a new site 1,200 feet away, construction 
of a new foundation, and re-construction of terraces and 
breezeways using carefully cataloged historic limestone from 
the original site. The move also presented the opportunity to 
install new utility services and ADA-accessible bathrooms. 
The effort was carefully coordinated to minimize both cost 
and impact to park operations, and in consideration of the 
public use season and overall visitor experience.

Decorated with holiday lights, the shelter was carefully 
rolled to its new site further from the bluff at the end of 
2020. The progressive decision to move the shelter to a new, 
nearby location preserved its unique lakeshore views while 
also allowing for nature and park-users to co-exist in the best 
way possible.

“It was quite a project, and quite a task to undertake,” 
said Supervisor Dennis Bjorkquist, noting that township 
residents gathered to watch the structure be moved. “It is 
an asset to the community. The state park has always been 
utilized, but now it’s a destination. It really is a drawing card 
for the township and Manistee County.”

The township is also working to further enhance that 
asset, with plans to install a near half-million-dollar, 
universally accessible playground facility alongside the newly 
placed shelter building. Working with the Friends of the 
Orchard Beach State Park group and Manistee County 
Community Foundation, the township has applied for a 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant to make the 
project a reality. The playground is just one more effort by the 
township to enhance the community—to the benefit of both 
residents and visitors alike.

The township also purchased a small parcel of property 
along Lake Michigan that serves as a small gathering spot, 
and worked with a community organization to replace two 
crumbling tennis courts with six pickleball courts at a park 
near the township hall—which has proved very popular 
with local enthusiasts and those visiting the area. “There 
is no better place to live, and we are working to make 
improvements as we can,” Bjorkquist said.  

The last of its kind
Fishtown, in Leland Township (Leelanau Co.), is 
Michigan’s last traditional commercial fishing village. In 
addition to its working waterfront, the village has become 
a popular tourist destination, both for the fresh fish and 
the authentic ambience. Comprised of wooden docks and 
shanties built out over the water, the historic fabric of 
Fishtown was exposed over several years of record high water 
levels. Water poured into shanties and threatened to sweep 
away the docks and fishing economy of the region.

The township has seen increasing numbers of visitors to the 
historic village, particularly over the past few years, as tourists 
looked for outdoor activities to explore during the pandemic. 
The explosion in visitors has impacted the township’s budget, 
particularly its parks and recreation funds. In addition, with 
the area drawing droves of visitors, repairing the damage to 

the docks was “a public safety effort as well as a preservation 
effort,” said Supervisor Susan Och. “The project is now 
complete, and we are really happy about it.”

The Fishtown Preservation Society, dedicated to 
promoting and preserving the historical and fishing heritage, 
has formed a close relationship with local partners, which 
helped them spring into action to combat the high-water 
danger. Starting in 2020, three shanties were carefully lifted 
off their crumbling wooden piles, set on land while new steel 
piles were driven, and then lifted back into place. Work on 
other buildings includes the rehabilitation of foundations, 
sills, siding, windows and docks. The shanties and docks 
were stored in the township’s municipal parking lot, which is 
adjacent to the village, over the winter, according to Och, as 
were Fishtown’s two tugboats, the Janice Sue and the Joy. 

Throughout the preservation project, an emphasis was 
placed on retaining as much of the village’s original fabric as 
possible. The tenacity and collaborative spirit so synonymous 
with fishing is evident in the community’s desire to preserve 
its unique landscape. With the help of passionate partners 
with a deep love for Fishtown, it will continue as a working 
waterfront and fishery long into the future. While being 
home to such a popular attraction certainly comes with its 
challenges, it is also an essential part of the area.

“Fishtown is part of the authentic small-town life that is 
Leland,” Och said. 

After high waters damaged the historic Fishtown fishing village, located in 
Leland Township (Leelanau Co.), efforts were made to repair shanties and 
the dock piles that support them—while retaining as much of the original 
fabric as possible. 

Portions of this article are from the “Governor’s Awards for Historic Preservation” 
webpage on www.miplace.org.
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In 1832 when John Pike moved down the  
St. Jospeh River from Berrien Springs, he 
became the first settler in what was to become 

Royalton Township (Berrien Co.). Soon after, a 
second settler followed to survey the land, which 
was just ceded to the U.S government. Royalton Township 
included portions of Lincoln, Sodus and St. Joseph 
Townships until 1868.

Royalton Township was officially organized in 1835. 
The first log schoolhouse was built in approximately 1840, 
followed by a post office for the 280 township residents. Over 
the next 150 years, the township experienced gradual growth 
but remained a predominately agricultural community. The 
township’s rich soil made it ideal for growing grapes.

In recent years, Royalton Township has become known 
as a prime residential area, with more than 5,000 residents.  
Industry and commercial development has also found the 
township to be an advantageous location. The township has a 
cemetery, fire department and recreation opportunities. This 
diversity of activity within the township creates a great place 
to live and to work.

Royalton Township Nature Trail offers a picturesque 
pathway for the community to enjoy year-round. A parking 
area is provided at the starting point and from there, visitors 
can walk through the scenic route that winds all the way 
down to the river. This rolling natural area provides access 
to a variety of features, offering wetland habitats, trees 
and vegetation with a mix of wildflowers. The Royalton 
Township Bicentennial Park offers additional recreational 
opportunities for community members. 

Originally built in 1864, the Tryon School is a one-room 
schoolhouse-turned-community center that was completely 

restored in 2000. 
The building was the 
township hall from 
1958 to 1988 until 
township offices moved 
to a new hall. The 
community center is 
available as a gathering 
space for residents to 
use and enjoy. 

Royalton Township

aroundthestate
t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t
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Authorities and Responsibilities of  
Michigan Townships  
2020 edition 
Member: $57 Non-member: $81

Board of Review Guide   
Revised 2022 
Member: $44 Non-member: $61 

Building a Better Budget   
(Includes CD) Revised 2008; minor revisions 2013
Member: $39  Non-member: $55 

Good Press, Bad Press, Depressed
2008 edition  
Member: $24  Non-member: $33

Introduction to the  
Freedom of Information Act   
Revised 2015
Member: $31 Non-Member: $44 

Introduction to Fund Accounting   
1997 edition  
Member: $50 Non-member: $70 

Introduction to Township Board Meetings   
2016 edition, minor revisions 2021
Member: $18  Non-member: $24 

Managing the Modern Michigan Township   
(Includes CD & Update Supplement) Revised 2002 
Member: $40  Non-member: $56

Officials’ Guides to Township  
Government   

Member: $43  Non-member: $60
(Supervisor, revised 2021; Clerk, revised 2022; 
Treasurer, revised 2016; Trustee, revised 2021) 
*MTA members may also purchase an 
Officials’ Guide Bundle—which includes all 
four books, one for each township office—for 
the discounted price of $153  
(no substitutions, please; not applicable for 
additional discounts).  

Municipal Civil Infractions—The Process   
2008 edition 
Member: $37  Non-member: $52

On-Call Fire Departments:  
The Township Board’s Responsibilities   
Revised 2005 
Member: $31  Non-member: $44

Policy Matters! Using Board & 
Administrative Policies to Manage  
Your Township  
(Includes CD) 2010 edition; minor revisions 2014
Member: $42  Non-member: $60

Special Assessments: A Technical Manual for Townships  
2003 edition; minor revisions 2013

Member: $42  Non-member: $60

Township Cemetery Management   
(Includes CD) 2018 edition
Member: $42  Non-member: $60

The Township Guide to Planning & Zoning   
Revised 2019
Member: $54  Non-member: $76

Township Planning & Zoning Decision-making   
Revised 2019
Member: $39  Non-member: $55 

Township Basics Kit 
Includes the Introduction to Township Board Meetings, 
Official’s Guide to Township Government, and Authorities & 
Responsibilities of Michigan Townships. 
Member: $105  Non-member: N/A 
*Not applicable for additional discounts

Township Essentials Collection 
Includes all resources offered in the Basic Starter Kit  
PLUS Building a Better Budget, Introduction to FOIA,  
The Township Guide to Planning & Zoning, and Policy Matters! 
Member: $252  Non-member: N/A 
*Not applicable for additional discounts

Authorities &
Responsibilities

of Michigan Townships

 MICHIGAN 

TOWNSHIPS
ASSOCIATION

By Catherine A. Mullhaupt  

with contributions by Robert E. Thall

John H. Bauckham, Founding Author
YOUR GUIDE TO SERVING 

YOUR COMMUNITY

2 0 2 0  EDITION

A portion of each purchase supports MTA’s Robinson Scholarship.

SUPERVISOR’S

Guide to Township GovernmentCLERK’S
Guide to Township GovernmentTREASURER’S

Guide to Township Government

TRUSTEE’SGuide to Township Government

The Township Guide to

Planning & Zoning

How to Order
Visit our online store at www.michigantownships.org, or download the order form from our website and fax to 517.321.8908, or 
mail to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI, 48908-0078. Michigan state sales tax applies, unless tax exempt.

SHIPPING & HANDLING NOW INCLUDED!

For additional assistance, contact the MTA Office at 517.321.6467, ext. 221, or email elsa@michigantownships.org.

LEARN TO LEAD 

MICHIGAN TOWNSHIPS ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS

SHIPPING & HANDLING NOW INCLUDED IN ALL ORDERS! 




