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Updated ESTA FAQs
impact townships
The Earned Sick Time Act
(ESTA), effective on Feb. 21,
2025, established changes to
the state’s earned sick time
laws. This week, the Michigan
Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity released updated ESTA FAQs providing
clarification for volunteers under certain circumstances. For
townships, it clarifies the exemption for volunteer firefighters—
even if paid—are generally not considered employees (see 29
C.F.R. §553.100 (2025). Additional clarification was also included
regarding out-of-state employment. Find more resources and
links, including an MTA fact sheet, on MTA's Earned Sick Time Act
webpage (member login is required).

MSC: Foreclosing governmental unit must
return surplus proceeds
Jackson v Southfield Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative, ___
Mich ___ (July 16, 2025, Docket No. 166320)—In Rafaeli, LLC v
Oakland County, 505 Mich. 429 (July 17, 2020), the Michigan
Supreme Court held that when a property has been offered for
sale at a public auction, just compensation requires the foreclosing
governmental unit to return any proceeds from the tax-
foreclosure sale in excess of the delinquent taxes, interest,
penalties and fees reasonably related to the foreclosure and sale
of the property. In a unanimous opinion, the state Supreme Court
has now held that the same principles apply when, as in Jackson,
there is no sale by public auction because a governmental unit
exercises its right of first refusal under former MCL 211.78m(1).
The governmental unit still commits a taking if the value of the
property retained exceeds what the government was owed. Read
more about the case here.

Federal disaster declaration approved for
northern Michigan
The federal disaster declaration was approved this week for the ice
storms in northern Michigan this spring. The declaration provides
the path for Federal Emergency Management Agency Public
Assistance funding to support emergency efforts, including debris
management needs, in Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Kalkaska, Mackinac, Montmorency,
Oscoda, Otsego, and Presque Isle Counties, and the Little Traverse
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians.

Upcoming MTA
Training & Events

Now You Know lunchtime
webinars
Aug. 13: Coverage Matters:
Surety Bonds and Insurance
101

MTA's Summer Academy
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Sept. 10: Emerging Issues in
Emergency Services

Professional Development
Retreats
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Oct. 29-30: Planning &
Zoning Team

MTA QUICK LINKS
Answer Center
Training
Advocacy
Classifieds
Community Connection
Webcasts
Store
Township Governance
Academy
Allied Service Providers
NATaT

https://www.michigan.gov/leo/-/media/Project/Websites/leo/Documents/WAGE-HOUR/LEO-ESTA-FAQ-English.pdf?rev=dfb30f80e13e418fb6b0737fc387b7b7
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com?d=ecfr.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWNmci5nb3YvY3VycmVudC90aXRsZS0yOS9zdWJ0aXRsZS1CL2NoYXB0ZXItVi9zdWJjaGFwdGVyLUEvcGFydC01NTMvc3VicGFydC1C&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDEw&t=R1U1aXVGVWtHSUJyOHIvZlN4VGJ2Um9lcUhUc3ZBdVFpZnlkVldzUzU0bz0=&h=38c67f2f5dc34fe5be8c9093608ceda0&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZw-5qWmUGOWUGvmHHEa0kHjXBPcsjLWRLYC0UMFzwXGQ
https://michigantownships.org/earned-sick-time-act-esta/
https://michigantownships.org/msc716/
https://www.stgmunicipal.com/stg-notify/
https://michigantownships.org/learning/upcoming-training/#ems
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGbWlsb2dpbnRwLm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdiUyRmVhaSUyRnRwbG9naW4lMkZhdXRoZW50aWNhdGUlM0ZVUkw9JTJGLzEvMDEwMDAxOTgzZTIxMmM3Ny04NGRkODVjYi0zMDljLTRmYmMtYTcxMi01Njc4ZGY1NTJjZGUtMDAwMDAwL2ZDYk1laEJ5MHF0VTEyWWlYR0c1Nkx6ZEJaT1VGMzBkZUFENG5CUEdjeHM9NDE1&i=NWNjNzMxMDE4N2RmZWQxNGM2ZDQzNDEw&t=bkhGTGZNdWJpb3V2MU91M0pkUGdUanlHR0NxcERMUWJBUDI1RDVuUkh3ND0=&h=738cbada0759426aae72fab742eb60d4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbetp6crXP5iPotsn6awlhWPHevs9LwCd5hMicihh86q3ljhWjRoa7O5pvqFOYjCyVwCJzkCPAZOEOePAyO3okFPWFKzzJWUpwTO2gNDE6oMnn_p0AK4jU290l5P5gb02U
https://www.civicclarity.com/the-service/additional-highlights/#notify-text
https://michigantownships.org/learning/now-you-know/
https://my.michigantownships.org/event-registration/?id=bb336247-f35c-f011-95f3-000d3a7d8944&reload=timezone
https://michigantownships.org/learning/upcoming-training/
https://my.michigantownships.org/event-registration/?id=3e2f82a5-c546-f011-a2da-000d3a7d8944
https://my.michigantownships.org/event-registration/?id=3e2f82a5-c546-f011-a2da-000d3a7d8944&reload=timezone
https://my.michigantownships.org/event-registration/?id=3e2f82a5-c546-f011-a2da-000d3a7d8944&reload=timezone
https://my.michigantownships.org/event-registration/?id=78e2be79-bf5d-f011-95f3-6045bd7890c5
https://michigantownships.org/learning/pro-dev-retreat/
https://michigantownships.org/clerks/
https://michigantownships.org/treasurers/
https://michigantownships.org/supervisors/
https://michigantownships.org/trustees/
https://michigantownships.org/planning-zoning-team/
https://www.michigantownships.org/members/answer_center.asp
https://www.michigantownships.org/upcoming_train.asp
https://www.michigantownships.org/advocacy.asp
https://www.michigantownships.org/classifieds.asp
http://community.michigantownships.org/home
https://learn.michigantownships.org/
https://my.michigantownships.org/mta-store
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/about-townships/asp-directory/
https://www.michigantownships.org/members/washingtonreport.asp
https://www.acrisure.com/GreatLakes
https://www.theparplan.com
https://www.mersofmich.com
https://community.michigantownships.org/home
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=associations&nav=00d3674d-2467-4884-bda6-e44b71166a20


STC offering MAAO and MMAO programs
in October
The State Tax Commission (STC) is accepting applications for the
October 2025 Michigan Advanced Assessing Officer (MAAO)
program and Michigan Master Assessing Officer (MMAO) program.
The MAAO program is limited to a maximum of 25 students.
Applications for both programs must be received by Sept. 5. Find
more information on the STC website.

Reports issued on federal 'OBBBA' and
impact to state
A National Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT)
comprehensive summary of the provisions included in the federal
“One Big Beautiful Bill Act” (OBBBA)—H.R. 1, Public Law 119-21—
was released this week providing an overview of the multi-trillion-
dollar reconciliation package. Highlighted sections indicate
NATaT’s specific priorities, but the report also includes other
provisions that may be of interest to or have impact on local
governments.

Additionally, the nonpartisan Michigan House Fiscal Agency
released its Fiscal Brief of the OBBBA this week on the federal tax
and spending changes projected. For the upcoming 2025-2026
fiscal year, state revenues are expected to be reduced by $677
million, with an additional $613 million decrease in FY 2026-2027.
The revenue impact from the tax changes will decrease over time
to a $46 million reduction in FY 2033-2034.

Solid waste law changes require new
permits
While most counties oversee material management plans,
townships with administrative responsibilities for materials
utilization facilities are reminded to obtain a general permit after
changes to the solid waste law took effect this spring. General
permits are now required for compost facilities with over 10,000
cubic yards of compostable materials or 500 cubic yards when
more than 10% is a class 1 material, compost facilities with any
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biosolids or controlled substances, materials recovery facilities
with more than 100 tons of material on site, anaerobic digesters
managing material produced entirely offsite, and innovative
technology facilities converting solid waste into energy or other
usable products. If you have questions about whether your facility
requires a general permit or how to apply, contact your local
district office material utilization facility staff and complete the
Materials Management Facility Inquiry Form.

Reminder: Aug. 8 deadline to apply for
Asset Management Champions
The Michigan Infrastructure Council is now accepting applications
for Cohort 8 of the Infrastructure Asset Management Champions
Program, which will launch on Aug. 12, with an application
deadline on Aug. 8. This free, robust and resourceful program is
available to local government employees aimed at promoting
infrastructure asset management across the state. Continuing
education credits are available for drinking water operators as well
as professional engineers. Program participants must complete
approximately 25 hours of training, and the program is
asynchronous for participants to learn at their own pace.

MIOSHA hosting workplace violence
workshop
The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(MIOSHA) is offering, both virtually and in person, a full-day
workplace safety workshop on Aug. 12. “Beyond the Active
Shooter” will help employers and employees identify, assess and
manage workplace situations of concern in alignment with OSHA’s
Workplace Violence Guidelines. Early registration is encouraged as
spots are limited for the event, held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The
in-person option will be held at the Vistatech Center, 18600
Haggerty Rd. in Livonia.

Public hearing on
overburdened municipal
system standards
The state Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy is seeking
public comment on its proposed
updates to the criteria for
overburdened municipal water and
wastewater systems, which are
available for review online. The criteria
impact water systems’ ability to qualify
for the State Revolving Fund (SRF). A virtual public hearing is
scheduled for 1 p.m. on Aug. 11. Written comments are accepted
through Aug. 29 to EGLE-WIFFS@michigan.gov with the subject
line “SRF Overburdened Criteria Comment.”

Reminders for clerks
MiLogin. The state Bureau of Elections (BOE) is actively
implementing new technology and improving existing security.
With the improvements, BOE is aligning applications with the
state’s single sign-on MiLogin and cybersecurity standards. All
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clerks and public applications will eventually transition behind this
security solution. All townships should ensure a MiLogin for
Business account exists for their organization.

Continuing education. The BOE's 2024-2025 Continuing Education
Curriculum is available in the bureau's eLearning Center.
Continuing education is required by Michigan Election Law for all
township clerks to renew their accreditation status every two
years.

Bellaire bound: Building better boards
Join MTA next month at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire for our
Summer Academy. On Aug. 18, we’ll explore expert tips for
Making Meetings More Effective and dive into the Fundamentals
of Assessment & Taxation. Our Aug. 19 program features legal
guidance for Managing Your Township Team. Whether you’re a
newcomer or a seasoned official, these confidence-building
courses are designed to deepen your knowledge of three topics
every official should understand. Early-bird rates end Aug. 4 so
don’t wait—learn more here or register online now!

Federal updates for week of July 22
Check out the National Association of Towns and Townships
Weekly Legislative Update for the latest on federal actions impact
townships.
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