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Bills would expand
definition of

emergency vehicles
Two bills were passed by the
House this week to allow
emergency response vehicles to
arrive safely and sooner where
needed. House Bill 4301
sponsored by Rep. Brian BeGole (R-Perry Twp.), would allow an
authorized emergency vehicle owned by the Michigan Mutual Aid
Box Alarm System (MABAS) and operated as part of an emergency
response to be equipped with flashing, rotating or oscillating
emergency lights. HB 4302, sponsored by Rep. Mike McFall (D-
Hazel Park), would exempt a Michigan MABAS employee or
member who meets the applicable driver training standards for
firefighters and who is operating an authorized emergency vehicle
from provisions related to commercial vehicle driving skills tests
and endorsements. MABAS is a statewide mutual aid agreement
that covers liability and authority to receive and provide mutual
aid to other fire departments that have signed the MABAS
agreement; these resources come from across the state or in the
neighboring community. The bills now move to the Senate for
consideration.

Bill to require transparency on state

enhancement grants

Townships and others seeking an appropriated enhancement
grant would have specific information publicly disclosed on the
state’s website under House Bill 4420, which passed the House
unanimously this week. An enhancement grant is an appropriation
that authorizes a specific funding amount for a grant, loan,
contract, incentive or expenditure to a specific person, local unit of
government, organization, or project or activity in a local unit of
government, excluding formula-driven or competitive award
process. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Tom Kunse (R-Clare), is
intended to provide greater transparency and would require the
sponsoring legislator of the enhancement grant to provide the
state Department of Technology, Management and Budget a
public disclosure by March 29 of the year that the grant is being
considered for an appropriation. The bill will next be considered by
the Senate.

'Fiscally Ready Communities' webinar

explores capital project planning

Register today for the state Department of Treasury’s next Fiscally
Ready Communities webinar, “Nuts and Bolts: Fees, Fines,
Purchasing and Receipting,” on June 16 at 2 p.m. The webinar will
include a deep dive into best practices related to fees, fines,
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purchasing, receipting and more. It will cover what they are, why Webcasts

such policies are necessary, how they contribute to local fiscal Store

health, and how to get started on implementation. Questions can Township Governance

be submitted in advance to TreasLocalGov@ michigan.gov, with the Academy

subject line “Fiscally Ready.” Allied Service Providers
NATaT

Input from local officials sought on state EC e

reVOIVing funds PROVIDERS

Township officials and other municipal leaders engage and

provide recommended changes to the Michigan Department of

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) scoring criteria for _
the state’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). The department A ACRISURE
reviews and updates the scoring criteria every three years to

match community needs across the state. On June 23 and 24,
EGLE is hosting virtual public listening sessions to review current

scoring criteria and receive recommendations for changes that will

be implemented for the following three fiscal years, 2027 through

2029. Join the virtual CWSREF listening session on June 23 at 1 p.m. e
or the DWSREF listening session on June 24 at 1 p.m.; for those “.*nﬁ'.JJZI_IEPMTIP‘G
unable to participate, written comments can be emailed to EGLE- :
WIFFS@ Michigan.gov. Recordings of the listening sessions will be
uploaded on the new scoring criteria webpage.

Additionally, local elected leaders, planning agency o
representatives, watershed management leaders and drain ME S
commissioners are asked to share their stormwater infrastructure AR —_E 3

priorities and water infrastructure needs via a brief survey. This :
information will assist EGLE in updating the State Revolving Fund wwnw.mersofmich.com
(SRF) by identifying upcoming water infrastructure needs and help

shape the future of the SRF.

* Bauckham, Thall, Seeber
Kaufman& Koches PC

Public comment sought on Rural
Development Fund Grant Program

* Consumers Energy

Officials can submit public comments for the Rural Development * Fahey Schultz Burzych
Fund Grant Program through July 3 to help the Michigan Rhodes PLC
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)

ensure the program continues to strengthen infrastructure, * Foster Swift Collins &
promote sustainable land-based industries, and deliver new jobs Smith. PC

in rural communities. Eligible counties include those with a

population no greater than 70,000 residents or micropolitan * Hartleb Agency
statistical areas. Email comments to MDA-Grants@ Michigan.gov,

with the subject line “Rural Development Public Comment.” The * ITC Holdings Corp.
feedback collected will inform program improvements and

suggested changes that could be made to program guidelines. * Rosati. Schultz. Joppich &

Amtsbuechler, P.C.

* Mika Meyers, PLC

Three Free weekend:
Fishing, ORYV, state

park access without Th('g{l(\:lll-\lllgl-ﬁys
a permit ASSOCIATION
On June 7-8, residents and

visitors can use the “Three Free” A

weekend, during which admission o o

to Michigan’s state parks, public access boating sites and other

state Department of Natural Resources lands is free, and off-road

vehicles (ORV) and fishing will not require a license. All other

fishing, trail and park rules still apply.
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/funding/fd/state-revolving-fund/cwsrf
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/funding/fd/state-revolving-fund/dwsrf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nE53eWElSrKfvaAmpY2OPg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TsDYRJHQSzqHCSJqfJ7ztQ#/registration
mailto:EGLE-WIFFS@Michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/funding/fd/state-revolving-fund/priority-scoring-criteria/new-scoring-criteria
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/4f006e4ddff3497bbc7e190ec23b5195?width=800
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/funding/fd/state-revolving-fund/priority-scoring-criteria/new-scoring-criteria
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/business-development/grantfund/rural-development-fund-grants
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/business-development/grantfund/rural-development-fund-grants
mailto:mda-grants@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/about/newsroom/releases/2025/06/02/three-free-weekend-june-7-8
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/orv-riding
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/fishing/free-fishing?utm_campaign=three+free+weekend+2025&utm_medium=pr&utm_source=govdelivery
https://learn.michigantownships.org/
https://my.michigantownships.org/mta-store
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/learning/tga/
https://michigantownships.org/about-townships/asp-directory/
https://www.michigantownships.org/members/washingtonreport.asp
http://www.michigantownshiplaw.com/
http://www.consumersenergy.com/
http://www.fsbrlaw.com/
http://www.fosterswift.com/
http://www.hartlebagency.com/
http://www.itc-holdings.com/
http://jrsjlaw.com/
https://www.mikameyers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mitownships
https://twitter.com/MItownships

p‘-\iﬁ
SITG
SHUMAKER TECHNOLOGY GROUP

CHECK OUT OUR NEW
WEBSITE PORTFOLIO!

[@ MICHIGAN'S EXPERTS IN WEB DEVELOPMENT

Electronic return
of ballots for

military voters
Based on the ability of
members of the military to
return their absent voter
(AV) ballots electronically
using their U.S. Department of Defense Common Access Card
(CAC) signature beginning Sept. 1, 2025, there are changes the AV
application. Military voters will not be able to attach their CAC
signature to an Michigan Voter Information Center (MVIC)
application and those who wish to use electronic return will be
redirected to the .pdf AV application online; a voter who submits
an application via MVIC has opted out of electronic return. Please
note that the AV application issued out of the Qualified Voter File
or produced by a print vendor will likewise not include the CAC
signature field because the application will need to be filled out in
Adobe Reader. Active military members who wish to return their
ballot electronically should be directed to the fillable .pdf AV
application online.

Battery safety, workplace mental health

webinars

o Lithium-ion battery safety—Proper disposal of batteries is
a necessity for fire safety, critical materials recovery and
public health. A Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy webinar, held June 10 at 11 a.m. as
part of their environmental emergency preparedness and
response series, will address safe recycling practices for
lithium-ion batteries and tips for raising public awareness
to the importance of safe use and disposal.

e Mental health in the workplace—The final webinar of the
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity's
mental health in the workplace series, will be held June 12
at 2 p.m., focusing on actionable strategies for integrating
mental health and well-being into workplace culture
through best-practice policies and initiatives. Recordings of
Episode 1: The Reality of Mental Health at Work and
Episode 2: Leaders lead — Foster a Culture of Support are
available.

Federal updates for week of June 3

Check out the National Association of Towns and Townships
Weekly Legislative Update for the latest on federal actions impact
townships.
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