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The MTA Policy Platform, adopted without dissent at 
the Association’s 2019 Annual Meeting, is carefully 
developed to advance the institution of township 

government through general principles and specific legislative 
policy positions. It reflects organizational values such as 
townships delivering excellent services, engendering public 
trust and having the broadest policy discretion. In an ideal 
world, all members will support all MTA advocacy positions, 
but MTA’s long-term, strategic vision to keep township 

structure and powers aligned with 
contemporary issues and responsive 
to broader societal concerns can 
run counter to some members’ 
personal views. 

Member opinions reflect many 
influences and bring to mind a 
peculiar English language idiom: 
“What hat is he or she wearing?” 
Hats used to be designed for 
specific tasks, jobs and especially 

official functions. People have multiple roles and denote 
them metaphorically with “I’m wearing my mom hat,” or “my 
Realtor® hat” or “my political party hat” to connote a point 
of view or set of values reflecting their most important role at 
a given moment.

MTA members usually contact us about legislative issues 
with their “township official” hats firmly in place. Members 
wearing their township official hats frame their perspectives 
around how their township or their office could benefit or 
be harmed by pending legislation. They want to make sure 
MTA is aware of some unique circumstances impacting 
their townships or potential unintended consequences. They 
acknowledge township challenges and opportunities, and 
offer solutions to further inform MTA’s understanding 
and improve our township government advocacy. Their 
objective is to help MTA advocate better for the institution 
of township government, rather than for their personal 
interests.

Members also contact us wearing a hat other than that of 
a township official. They object to MTA positions protecting 
township regulatory authority or MTA opposition to a 
proposed tax exemption for an interest group that has their 
sympathy. Political or ideological allegiances influence how 
they feel about the appropriateness of township regulatory 
authority, the scope of services townships should offer, or 

Larry Merrill
MTA Executive Directorlocal view

demand MTA’s support for causes with little or no impact on 
townships. These perspectives can be appropriate in driving 
their decisions as township officials, but should MTA be 
an instrument to impose their policy preferences on other 
townships? The principle of local control says no. 

Members should feel comfortable contacting MTA 
regardless of the hat they are wearing at the moment. Their 
township’s MTA membership gives them that privilege 
and all perspectives deserve consideration as MTA forms 
its legislative positions. However, values and perspectives 
reflecting the “township official” hat drive MTA’s Policy 
Platform and legislative agenda. 

As expected, MTA’s support for a sizeable fuel tax 
increase to fix roads but with more money going to local 
roads prompted a handful of member email objections and 
some dissention at MTA county chapter meetings. The 
pervasiveness of the “no tax increase” hat among Michigan’s 
citizenry guarantees it a prominent place in the debate on 
road funding, and many township officials also wear a “no tax 
increase” hat. The “no tax increase” hat comes in numerous 
styles reflecting a plethora of alternative solutions that so 
far have failed to garner sufficient public support, offer too 
little funding to fully address the problem, rely on cuts to 
existing programs in an austere state general fund budget 
and sustained future revenue growth and, in contrast to the 
“township official” hat, gives cover to policymakers who 
prefer to postpone meaningful action.

The “township official” hat acknowledges that roads are 
in awful shape, that current funding levels will not stop 
further deterioration, and postponing bold action only 
makes the solution more expensive. The “township official” 
hat objects to townships spending inordinate amounts of 
money to fix roads because the state lacks the political will 
to decisively act. The “township official” hat acknowledges 
road funding is a complex problem and is willing to consider 
other alternatives, but expects today’s leaders to fulfill their 
ethical duty to solve the problem now and not make future 
generations pay for their inaction.

Township officials wear many hats;  
MTA wears but one
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a  c o m p e n d i u m  o f  n o t e w o r t h y  i t e m s

UP IN THE SKY

Townships’ role in fireworks regulation  
and permits
The Michigan Fireworks Safety Act (Public Act 256 of 2011, 
MCL 28.451, et seq.) allows for the sale and use of consumer 
fireworks—such as aerials, Roman candles, bottle rockets, 
helicopter/aerial spinners, and other items that leave the 
ground. PA 256 also limits some aspects of local fireworks 
regulations. 

What can townships regulate?
A township may enact an ordinance incorporating standards 
for the competency and qualifications of operators for articles 
pyrotechnic and display fireworks, including time, place and 

safety aspects of the display of 
such fireworks, as part of the 
permit-granting process. National 
Fire Protection Association 
fireworks standards should be 
used. (MCL 28.466) Such an 
ordinance could be required by 
the township’s insurance carrier as 
a condition of fireworks liability 
insurance.

The Federal Safe Explosives 
Act requires any person who 
receives explosive materials, 
including display fireworks, to 
have a license or permit from 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF). The act mandates 
inspections of applicants for 
new display fireworks licenses or 

permits, as well as inspections of existing licensees or permits. 
Townships may be contacted by ATF investigators during 
these inspections to determine compliance with state and 
local requirements. 

A township cannot regulate or adopt an ordinance 
specifically regulating the sale, display for sale, storage, 
transportation or distribution of fireworks that are regulated 
by PA 256—consumer fireworks and low-impact fireworks. 
(MCL 28.457) 

A township may enact an ordinance regulating—including 
prohibiting—the ignition, discharge and use of consumer 
fireworks. PA 256 was amended in late 2018 to reduce the 
number of days municipalities are prevented from regulating 
consumer fireworks. Now, the only days and times where a 
municipality may not regulate the ignition, discharge or use 
of consumer fireworks are:

• 11 a.m. on Dec. 31 to 1 a.m. on Jan. 1
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. on the Saturday and Sunday 

immediately preceding Memorial Day
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. on June 29 and 30, and  

July 1, 2, 3 and 4
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. on July 5, if that date is a  

Friday or Saturday
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m. on the Saturday and Sunday 

immediately preceding Labor Day
The new amendments apply to all municipalities equally 

regardless of population.

Do townships issue display permits?
PA 256 refers to fireworks “displays” in two ways. One relates 
to the display of fireworks for sale—which townships cannot 
regulate. The more commonly understood use of “fireworks 
display” refers to the ignition, discharge and use of display 
fireworks or “articles pyrotechnic for proximate display”—such 
as a Fourth of July display. Townships are still responsible 
for issuing permits for public or private displays of these two 
types of fireworks. All such permits must be obtained from 
the township where the fireworks will be displayed. Any fees 
charged for these permits are retained by the township.

Fireworks application and permit forms are provided 
only to the township (the local permitting authority), and 
are available only from the state Bureau of Fire Services. 
Each year, the township supervisor or clerk must contact the 
Bureau of Fire Services via email at fireworks@michigan.gov 
to request the current permit forms.

For more resources, visit MTA’s “Fireworks Regulation”  
webpage at www.michigantownships.org/members. 

NEW FORMS

PPT reimbursement correction forms available
The state Department of Treasury has developed forms 
for municipalities to use to notify Treasury of reporting or 
calculation errors made by the department when calculating 
2016 personal property tax (PPT) adjustment payments, 
2017 PPT reimbursements, and 2018 PPT reimbursements. 
In addition to the form(s), municipalities must provide 
substantiating documentation to support an adjustment to 
the reported value or the calculated reimbursement amount. 

The forms are available at www.michigan.gov/
pptreimbursement. Questions on the PPT reimbursement 
correction process can be sent to TreasORTAPPT@
michigan.gov or (517) 373-2697.
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a  c o m p e n d i u m  o f  n o t e w o r t h y  i t e m s

SIMPLY THE BEST

Study ranks townships among best, safest 
communities in Michigan and nation
It likely comes as no surprise to township officials and their 
residents—townships have once again topped recent listings 
of both the best and safest communities in Michigan. 
One community—Okemos, located in Meridian Charter 
Township (Ingham Co.)—was again named in the top 10 
of “Best Places to Live” in the entire country, according to 
Niche.com, an online research site that offers comprehensive 
“report cards” on the nation’s schools and communities. 

The township 
community also ranked 
at the top of Niche’s 
2019 “Best Place to 
Live in Michigan,” 
“Best Place to Raise a 
Family in Michigan,” 
and “Best Suburb to Live 
in Michigan” lists. The 
township received “A’s” 
for the list criteria, which 
includes public schools, 

housing, good for families, nightlife and diversity. Not 
surprisingly, its weather received a C+ grade.

Residents agree with the high praise for the community, 
as one noted on the website: “Ideal family community, 
with strong public schools. The high school has full range 
of advanced placement classes, and excellent school music 
and art programs. It’s very safe, and kids make friendships 
across social classes. It is religiously diverse, and there are 
restaurants and grocery stores from many cultures. [There 
are] parks, trails, lakes and a farmer’s market.”

Townships also dominated the list for safest communities 
in Michigan, according to a National Council for Home 
Safety and Security and alarms.org annual listing for 2018. 
The listing is for communities over 10,000 population. 

Of the top 25 communities listed, 19 were townships. As 
identified in numerous similar lists over the past years, Grosse 
Ile Township (Wayne Co.) was ranked the safest community 
in the state, with just two violent crimes and 15 property 
crimes in the latest year for which data is available. Further, 
noted the group, “These excellent numbers render the town 
one of the safest in the nation: top five overall.” 

Oakland Charter Township (Oakland Co.), Hamburg 
Township (Livingston Co.) and Brandon Charter 
Township (Oakland Co.) came in at Nos. 2, 3 and 4. The 
study noted the low crime rates were “characteristic of 
communities of their size in The Great Lakes State.” 

Flushing Charter Township (Genesee Co.), 
Independence Charter Township (Oakland Co.) and 
Springfield Charter Township (Oakland Co.) rounded out 
townships appearing in the top 10. 

To compile its list, the organization reviewed the most 
recent FBI Uniform Crime Report statistics, along with its 
own population data and internal research. 

LOCAL UPDATES FROM ACROSS MICHIGAN

Township happenings 
Gerald R. Ford International Airport, located in Cascade 

Charter Township (Kent Co.), has been named the second 
fastest-growing airport in the country among the 100 busiest 
airports. In March, the airport—which sees more than 7,000 
travelers each day—had its busiest month to date. It has 
served more than 75 million travelers in its 54-year history, 
and employs more than 2,000 people in the area. 

Chester Township, Wright Township and Polkton 
Charter Township (Ottawa Co.), along with the City of 
Coopersville and Four Pointes Center for Successful Aging, 
worked together to provide activities for local senior citizens 
throughout the summer. Among the options are Bingo 
and Boxed Lunch, exercise classes, luncheons, produce 
distribution and cooking classes. 

A pedestrian-friendly bridge opened last fall to walkers, 
runners, joggers and 
cyclists in Commerce 
Charter Township 
(Oakland Co.). The  
$6 million bridge built 
over M-5 between Maple 
Road and Pontiac Trail 
connects the Michigan 
Air Line Trail with the 
West Bloomfield Trail to 
the east and the Huron 
Valley Trail to the west.

Plainfield Township (Iosco Co.) was awarded $50,000 
from the Iron Belle Trail Fund to complete 1.16 miles of the 
Iosco Exploration Trail, part of Michigan’s Iron Belle Trail. 
The project is expected to be completed in May. The Iron 
Belle Trail is more than 2,000 miles and is the longest state-
designated trial in the nation. 
Email YOUR Township Happenings to jenn@michigantownships.org. Add MTA 
to your newsletter mailing list! Mail to MTA, Attn. Jenn Fiedler, PO Box 80078, 
Lansing, MI 48908-0078, or email to jenn@michigantownships.org.

Engineering Stronger Communities

For nearly a century, we’ve been solving complex engineering 
challenges to maximize the value of your infrastructure 
investments. We adapt our work processes to fit the unique 
demands of each project using a collaborative, friendly style. 
The result? Solutions you can stand behind.

800.482.2864 
www.wadetrim.com 
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2018 MTA President Ken Gauthier receives 
tribute at 2019 Annual Conference
2018 MTA President Ken Gauthier (pictured below with 
MTA First Vice President Peter Kleiman) was honored with the 
following President’s Resolution, adopted at the Association’s 
Annual Meeting, held April 4 in conjunction with the MTA 
Annual Educational Conference in Grand Rapids: 

LET IT BE KNOWN that it 
is an honor for the Michigan 
Townships Association to 
acknowledge with admiration 
and respect the leadership 
of Ken Gauthier, as his term 
as 2018 president of the 
Association comes to an end.

Gauthier led the Association 
with the same quiet, thorough 
and respectful approach he uses 
each day as a small business 

owner in his hometown of Sanborn Township (Alpena Co.). 
Whether moderating discussions on extensive assessing reforms, 
preparing for a change in executive leadership or developing a 
new Board merit-based leadership development process, Gauthier 
excelled at tackling challenges, listening to opinions and solving 
problems. MTA and its members were his highest priority, and 
he took great pride in traveling throughout the state to meet and 
connect with township officials from all corners of Michigan.

As MTA president, Gauthier proved to be a diligent student 
of and proponent for policy governance, ensuring strong 
leadership and representation from the MTA Board as they 
honed roles and responsibilities under a new governance style. 
He also knows that local government is growing increasingly 
complex, and urged his fellow local officials to become 
stewards of efficient and effective township governance, 
staying apprised of the myriad statutory, environmental and 
cultural changes impacting communities. A champion of local 
control, Gauthier encouraged officials to connect with their 
constituents, practice transparency and continuously garner 
knowledge to be effective leaders. 

Gauthier has dedicated a majority of his life to public 
service. A veteran, he served in both the Air National Guard 
and Air Force. He has served more than 30 years in township 
government, as Sanborn Township supervisor since 1986 
and assessor since 2003. The residents have always been his 
favorite part of the job—he loves meeting people, explaining 
complicated issues and helping resolve issues. He drew on this 
vast experience to guide the Association, affirming his ardent 
believe in the township form of government, and working 
diligently to preserve and protect the form of government that 
is closest to the people.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan 
Townships Association offers its sincere gratitude to Ken 
Gauthier for his tireless efforts to advance the Association’s 
goals and mission during his term as president. May he always 
be aware of the admiration of those with whom he has served, 
as well as their sincere wishes for his continued success.

Remembering 1998 MTA President  
Neil West
Neil West, longtime supervisor of 
Leroy Township (Ingham Co.) 
and 1998 MTA president, passed 
away earlier this year, at age 86. 

West was a lifelong resident 
of Leroy Township, raised on 
the family farm, which would 
eventually be designated a 
centennial farm when he took over 
the operation from his father. 

West was a gifted athlete in high 
school, but he was especially good at 
baseball. He was drafted into the Army in 1955 and pitched 
for his team at Fort Carson. His manager at that time was 
Billy Martin, who later became the manager of the New York 
Yankees. While in the Army, West came to the attention of 
a pro scout who offered him a chance to play in the Yankees’ 
farm system. He opted to return to the family farm and his 
hometown—and never regretted that decision.

He was proud to serve Leroy Township for 52 years, 
with more than 50 years as supervisor. He saw an incredible 
amount of change over the years, but kept the same way of 
treating people with respect whenever there were issues.

In addition to working for his township, West faithfully 
served MTA for decades. He was a chairperson for the 
Ingham County MTA Chapter before he was first elected to 
the Board of Directors in 1983. West rose through MTA’s 
leadership positions of secretary, treasurer, and second and 
first vice presidents before becoming president in 1998, and 
had the opportunity to work with many state legislators and 
governors through these positions.

Upon his retirement from the township in 2016, West 
told Township Focus that he knew serving as MTA president 
was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that not many people 
get. Some of West’s favorite moments, he said, came at 
MTA conferences, when he was able to network and 
compare notes with other township officials. 

“The Michigan Townships Association expresses our 
deepest sympathy to Neil’s wife Ruth and the entire West 
family,” said MTA Executive Director Larry Merrill. “As 
MTA president in 1998, he drew the admiration and respect 
of township officials statewide. Many in the organization 
were proud to call Neil a friend. His gentle humor and 
unflappable demeanor were a model of leadership and 
collegiality. He left a lasting legacy for township government 
throughout Michigan.”

 

West
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MTA’s Robinson Scholarship deadline  
is May 31 
Help ensure that today’s youth become involved in local 
government tomorrow! Encourage students in your 
community to apply for MTA’s Robert R. Robinson 
Memorial Scholarship by May 31, 2019. The scholarship is 
a one-time award determined on a competitive basis by the 
applicant’s academic achievement, community involvement and 
commitment to a career in local government administration. 

Applicants must be a junior, senior or graduate student 
enrolled in a Michigan college or university and pursuing 
a career in local government administration. The following 
materials are required to apply: 1) a letter of recommendation 
from a professor or instructor, 2) a copy of a resolution of 
support from a Michigan township board, and 3) a short essay 
on an important issue facing local government. 

Application materials must be submitted to The Robert 
R. Robinson Memorial Scholarship Fund, c/o Michigan 
Townships Association, PO Box 80078, Lansing, MI 
48908-0078. 

Ensure students in your area know about the scholarship! 
Include information in your township newsletter or post a link 
on your township website to www.michigantownships.org/
scholarship.asp. Need more information? Call (517) 321-6467. 

Contributions to the scholarship fund are also accepted 
throughout the year. Call the MTA office for details.

mta events | May

1-31 “Spring Fever” sale—50 percent off MTA webcasts 
throughout May. Use promo code: spring

16 Introduction to Planning & Zoning workshop, Grayling 

23 Introduction to Planning & Zoning workshop, White Cloud 

30 Introduction to Planning & Zoning workshop, Jackson 

Ad
ve
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l

Opinions expressed within do not represent the views of MTA, its Board 
or members. Participation in the Allied Service Provider program does not 
constitute or imply MTA’s endorsement of the company or its products/
services. For more information, turn to the Allied Service Provider Index on 
page 2 or visit www.michigantownships.org/asp.asp.

profile

Asphalt Materials Inc.

Fixing Michigan’s roads starts here
As a proud member of 

MTA’s Allied Service Provider 
program, Asphalt Materials Inc. 
is dedicated to being a client-
focused, innovative provider 
of high-quality asphalt and 
asphalt emulsions products. For 
more than 50 years, Asphalt Materials has provided quality 
materials for roadway construction. Asphalt Materials plays 
a critical role in assisting federal, state, local and private 
authorities in building economical and reliable pavements. 

Through experience and research, the company has 
found that asphalt performance is dependent on selection of 
grade, mix design and how it is applied. Asphalt Materials 
recognizes the value of a knowledgeable sales staff to 
assist clients in the technical aspects of constructing and 
maintaining asphalt pavements. Its marketing team has the 
“real world” experience of having worked within the public 
sector and understands the demands placed on agencies to 
provide services to the traveling public. Through consistent 
research and the strong relationship between other 
Heritage-related industries, they continue to introduce new 
technology to ensure the highest quality asphalt products. 

New technologies available to townships for pavement 
preservation and rehabilitation include cold in-place 
recycling and cold central plant recycling. The recycling 
process uses the existing roadway materials to create a 
new asphalt base course. Scrub sealing is used as a mass 
crack filling and chip sealing process. This creates a sealed 
underlying surface with a chip seal wearing surface.

Asphalt Materials Inc. is committed to building long-term 
relationships with its customers based on trust and confidence, 
creating solutions to issues affecting its customers. For more 
information, visit www.asphalt-materials.com or contact Scott 
Assenmacher, P.E. at (734) 755-8274 or Jeremy Thomas at 
(734) 395-9766.
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Does your township have a print or 
electronic newsletter for residents? 

Help MTA stay on top of what’s happening in your 
township by adding us your mailing list! E-newsletters 
can be emailed to jenn@michigantownships.org; print 
newsletters can be mailed to: Michigan Townships 
Association, Attn. Jenn Fiedler, PO Box 80078,  
Lansing, MI 48908-0078. Thank you!

millercanfield.com/PublicLaw

T H E  L A W  F I R M  F O R  T O W N S H I P S 
From municipal bonds to innovative projects, collaborative agreements and 
tax increment financing, townships and their attorneys throughout Michigan 
rely on Miller Canfield’s 160+ years of collective wisdom and diverse expertise.  
We are where you are. Local firm. Global resources.

+1.313.496.7677
colis@millercanfield.com

Thomas  
Colis

+1.313.496.7684
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Patrick  
McGow

+1.313.496.7509
mann@millercanfield.com

Steven 
Mann

+1.313.496.7665
desmond@millercanfield.com

Katrina  
Piligian 
Desmond

+1.313.496.7906
liscombe@millercanfield.com

Ronald 
Liscombe

+1.313.496.7678
aronoff@millercanfield.com

Jeffrey 
Aronoff

+1.313.496.7503
frank@millercanfield.com

Steve  
Frank

+1.517.483.4904
koffler@millercanfield.com

Ian  
Koffler

Attorney advertising material – Prior results do not guarantee similar outcomes. This message is for general information only and 
should not be used as a basis for specific action without obtaining further legal advice.

MTA Legal Counsel, township clerks  
named to state panels 
Longtime MTA Legal Counsel and two township clerks 
were recently named to two state workgroups. 

MTA Legal Counsel Catherine Kaufman, partner with 
Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman, PC, has been 
appointed to the Adult Use Workgroup on Recreational 
Marijuana by the Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs’ Bureau of Marijuana Regulation.  
Members of the workgroup will discuss and provide 
suggestions on regulatory topics related to the Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act.

A frequent speaker for MTA on both medical and 
recreational marijuana and what townships need to know, 
Kaufman will represent municipalities on the workgroup. 

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson has convened a panel 
to advise her on implementing the voting changes enacted 
by the 2018 passage of Proposal 3, which codified numerous 
voters’ rights practices into state law. 

Mary Clark, Delta Charter Township (Eaton Co.) clerk, 
and Julia Stonestreet, Spring Arbor Charter Township 
(Jackson Co.) clerk, were among the local clerks named by 
Benson to the Election Modernization Advisory Committee. 
Former state Elections Director Chris Thomas will lead 
the committee, which will provide input, suggestions 
and feedback on implementing the reforms that included 
no-reason absentee voting, automatic voter registration and 
expanded timelines to register to vote. 

Got township questions? MTA has answers!
Member township officials and employees  

may contact MTA Member Information Services 
staff with questions Monday through Friday, from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (517) 321-6467, fax to 
(517) 321-8908, or email:

• MTA Director of Member Information 
Services Michael Selden:  
michael@michigantownships.org

• MTA Staff Attorney Catherine Mullhaupt:  
catherine@michigantownships.org

• MTA Member Information Services Liaison  
Cindy Dodge: cindy@michigantownships.org
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MAY

1 Final day for completion 
of delinquent tax rolls. (MCL 
211.57(1))

Deadline for filing a Principal 
Residence Exemption (PRE) 
Active Duty Military Affidavit 
(Form 4660) to allow military 
personnel to retain a PRE for 
up to three years if they rent or 
lease their principal residence 
while away on active duty. 
(MCL 211.7dd)

Last day of deferral period 
for winter (Dec. 1) property 
tax levies, if the deferral 
for qualified taxpayers was 
authorized by the county board 
of commissioners.  
(MCL 211.59(3))

Deadline for filing Form 2599 
Claim for Farmland (Qualified 
Agricultural) Exemption from 
Some School Operating Taxes 
with the local assessor if the 
property is NOT classified 
agricultural or if the assessor 
asks an owner to file it to 
determine whether the property 
includes structures that are not 
exempt. 

By 2 Public 
accuracy test for May 7 election 
must be conducted by local 
election commission. (MCL 
168.778) Notice of test must 
be published at least 48 hours 
before test. (MCL 168.798)

3 Electors may obtain an 
absentee voter ballot for May 7 
election via first-class mail until 
5 p.m. (MCL 168.759) 

6 Electors may obtain  
an absentee voter ballot for  
May 7 election in person at  
the clerk’s office until 4 p.m. 
(MCL 168.761) 

First Monday in May. Deadline 
for assessor to file tabulation  
of taxable valuations for each 
classification of property with the 
county equalization  director on 
STC Form 609 (L-4025) Report 
of Taxable  Valuations Including  
Additions, Losses and Totals 
as Approved by the Board of 
Review to be used in “Headlee” 
calculations. (MCL 211.34d(2))

7 New registrants may 
obtain an absentee voter ballot 
for May 7 election in person 
in the clerk’s office. (MCL 
168.761) 

Emergency absentee voting for 
May 7 election until 4 p.m.. 
(MCL 168.759b)

Election.

9 Boards of county 
canvassers meet to canvass 
May 7 election by 9 a.m. (MCL 
168.821) 

Dates and deadlines  
for townships

14 Ballot wording of 
proposals qualified to appear on 
Aug. 6 election ballot certified 
to county and local clerks by  
4 p.m. (MCL 168.646a)

15 Deadline for 
assessors to report current year 
taxable value of commercial 
and industrial personal property 
as of May 10, 2019, to the 
county equalization director. 
(MCL 123.1353(3))

20 Deadline for 
payments to municipalities 
from the Local Community 
Stabilization Authority: 
For underpayment of a 
prior personal property tax 
reimbursement and remaining 
balance of Local Community 
Stabilization Share revenue. 
(MCL 123.1357(8)(d))

29 After May 28 but 
before June 1. Last day for 
allocation board hearing (not 
less than eight days or more 
than 12 days after issuance 
of preliminary order). (MCL 
211.215)

31 Appeals of property 
classified as commercial real, 
industrial real, developmental 
real, commercial personal, 
industrial personal or utility 
personal must be made by 
filing a written petition with the 
Michigan Tax Tribunal on or 
before May 31 of the tax year 
involved. (MCL 205.735a(6))

If as a result of state 
equalization, the taxable 
value of property changes, 
the equalization director shall 
revise the millage reduction 
fractions by the Friday following 
the fourth Monday in May. 
(MCL 211.34d(2))

Deadline for assessors to  
file Form 5403 Personal 
Property 2019 Taxable  
Value for Expired Tax 
Exemptions with the county 
equalization director and  
state Department of Treasury. 
(MCL 123.1353(6))

Deadline for assessors to file 
Form 5429 Personal Property 
2019 Taxable Value for 
Expired/Expiring Renaissance 
Zone with the county 
equalization director and state 
Department of Treasury. (MCL 
123.1353(6))

JUNE

1 Deadline for filing Form 
2368 Principal Residence 
Exemption (PRE) Affidavit for 
exemption from the 18-mill 
school operating tax to qualify 
for a PRE for the summer tax 
levy. (MCL 211.7cc(2))

Deadline for filing the initial 
request of a Conditional 
Rescission of Principal 
Residence Exemption (Form 
4640) for the summer tax levy. 
(MCL 211.7cc(5))

Deadline for filing for 
Foreclosure Entity Conditional 
Rescission of a Principal 
Residence Exemption (Form 
4983) to qualify for the 
summer tax levy. (MCL 
211.77cc(5))

Assessment roll due to county 
treasurer if local unit is not 
collecting summer taxes. (MCL 
211.095b(6)(a))

Not later than June 1. Requests 
are due from a brownfield 
redevelopment authority, tax 
increment finance authority, 
local development financing 
authority or downtown 
development authority for 
state reimbursements of tax 
increment revenue decreases 
as a result of the Michigan 
Business Tax reduction in 
personal property taxes. (Form 
4650; PA 154-157 of 2008)
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3 By first Monday in 
June. Deadline for notifying 
protesting taxpayers in writing 
of board of review action. 
(MCL 211.30(4))

County equalization director 
calculates current year millage 
reduction fraction including 
those for inter-county taxing 
jurisdictions. The completed, 
verified STC Form L-4028 is 
filed with the county treasurer 
and the STC on or before the 
first Monday in June. (MCL 
211.34d(3))

10 Allocation board 
must issue final order not later 
than the second Monday in 
June. (MCL 211.216) 

15 Deadline for 
submission of Water Pollution 
Control (PA 451 of 1994 Part 
37) and Air Pollution Control 
(PA 451 of 1994 Part 59) tax 
exemption applications to the 
STC. 

Deadline for the assessor’s 
report to the STC on the 
status of each neighborhood 
homestead exemption granted 
under the Neighborhood 
Enterprise Zone Act. (MCL 
207.786(2))

17 Deadline for tax 
increment finance (TIF) 
authorities to file 2018 TIF 
loss reimbursement claims—
Form 5176 Request for 
State  Reimbursement of Tax 
Increment Finance Authority 
Personal Property TIF Loss for 
NON-Brownfield Authorities, 
Form 5176BR Request for 
State Reimbursement of Tax 
Increment Finance Authority 
Personal Property TIF Loss 
for Brownfield Authorities, or  
Form 5176ICV Tax Increment  
Financing Personal Property  
Loss  Reimbursement for 
Authorities with Increased 
Captured Value Loss. (MCL 
123.1356a(3))

By 22 Clerks 
shall electronically transmit 
or mail (as requested) an 
absentee voter ballot to each 
absent uniformed services or 
overseas voter who applied  
for an absent voter ballot  
45 days or more before 
the Aug. 6 election. (MCL 
168.759a) 

Absentee voter ballots for  
Aug. 6 election must be 
available for issuance to voters 
(MCL 168.714) 

24 Fourth Monday 
in June. Deadline for 
equalization director to file 
tabulation of final taxable 
valuations with the STC on 
STC Form L-4046. (MCL 
211.27d)  

27 through July 16. 
Precinct inspectors for  
Aug. 6 election appointed 
by township election 
commissions. (MCL 168.674)

28 Township 
supervisor shall prepare 
and furnish the summer 
tax roll before June 30 to 
the township treasurer with 
supervisor’s collection warrant 
attached if summer school 
taxes are to be collected. 
(MCL 380.1612(1))

Deadline for classification 
appeals to STC. (MCL 
211.34c(6)) Appeal must be 
filed in writing on Form 2167 
by June 30. (June 30 is a 
Sunday.)

Bradley A. Fowler Mark E. Nettleton
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What if our township does not 
currently allow commercial 
level (utility grid) solar or wind 
energy in our zoning ordinance? 

What steps does the township need to 
take to allow these uses?
The township should refer the matter to the township 
planning commission, to have the planning commission 
develop proposed solar and wind energy zoning ordinance 
text amendments. The planning commission can work with a 
planning consultant and/or the township attorney to develop 
and adopt zoning ordinance text amendments. 

Solar and/or wind energy 
projects are often controversial 
in townships. What can we tell 
our residents if they ask that 

this issue be put on the ballot? 
There is no right to put an advisory question on the ballot in 
a township. If the township board adopts a zoning ordinance 
amendment to allow for solar and/or wind energy, there is 
a referendum right under the Michigan Zoning Enabling 
Act that would allow for a vote on the newly adopted zoning 
ordinance amendment. (MCL 125.3402) If, however, the 
township planning commission or board is considering a 
special use request for a solar or wind energy project, there 
is no right in a township to put the question of special use 
approval on the ballot for the voters to decide. 

What issues should the 
township planning commission 
and board consider when 
amending the zoning ordinance 

to allow these uses? 
For commercial level (utility grid) solar projects, consider: 
screening, setbacks, decommissioning bond, security 
fencing, allow use in agricultural districts (or not), PA 116 
(farmland preservation) implications, master plan compliance 
and avoiding spot zoning. For commercial level (utility 
grid) wind energy projects consider: noise, how sound is 
measured, shadow flicker, electromagnetic interference, 
Federal Aviation Administration lighting requirements, fire/
public safety issues, wildlife impact, property value impact 
(if any), setbacks, economic benefits or costs, allowing use in 

Why are there so many energy 
companies trying to lease 
properties in our township for 
solar and/or wind energy?

Michigan law requires that electric providers achieve a 
renewable energy portfolio credit of at least 12.5 percent by 
2019/2020 and at least 15 percent by 2021. Under MCL 
460.1028, electric providers must meet these requirements 
by either generating electricity through renewable energy 
systems or by purchasing renewable energy credits from other 
providers. In addition to these statutory requirements, many 
energy producers are eager to achieve even higher rates of 
energy production through renewable energy sources.

Does our township have 
to allow for solar and/or 
wind energy systems in our 
community?

The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act requires that a zoning 
ordinance shall not have the effect of totally prohibiting the 
establishment of a land use within a local unit of government 
in the presence of a demonstrated need for that land use in 
the local unit of government or the surrounding area, unless a 
location does not exist in the local unit of government where 
the use may be appropriately located. (MCL 125.3207) This 
requirement addresses the exclusionary zoning issue. While 
solar and wind energy are clearly lawful land uses, each 
township should consult its own attorney regarding proof of 
a demonstrated need. 

What should our township 
think about when considering 
solar or wind energy? 
The township should consider if it wants 

to allow accessory solar and wind energy systems and 
commercial level (utility grid) solar and wind systems. The 
township should consider what zoning districts it thinks 
would be appropriate for accessory use of solar and wind 
systems versus what zoning districts would be appropriate for 
commercial level (utility grid) solar and wind systems. The 
township may want to allow accessory use solar and wind 
energy as permitted in certain districts. In general, however, 
a township will require special use approval for a commercial 
level (utility grid) solar or wind project. 

hello, MTA ... ? Catherine Kaufman, MTA Legal Counsel
Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber  
& Kaufman, PC, Kalamazoo
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agricultural zoning districts (or not). There are no PA 116 
implications for wind energy projects. The township should 
seek assistance of a planning consultant or other professional 
that has experience in solar and/or wind energy systems 
review. 

How does our planning 
commission or board accurately 
review the technical information 
that will be submitted with a 

special use application for a solar or 
wind energy utility grid project?
The township should adopt an escrow fee policy prior to 
acceptance of any special use application, in order to collect 
escrow fees from the applicant to cover the township’s costs 
of processing the special use application. The township may 
need to hire sound consultants, engineers, attorneys and 
planning consultants to assist in review of such projects. 

What if two of our planning 
commission members have 
signed leases with an energy 
company that is seeking 

approval for a solar or wind energy 
project? What happens?
Per the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, the planning 
commission is required to have adopted bylaws containing 
a definition of conflict of interest. If the township board 
does not have an adopted definition of conflict of interest, 
the board should consider adopting one. In all cases, please 
consult your township attorney on determining a conflict of 
interest and when such conflicts require non-participation. 
Hello, MTA ... ? provides general information on typical questions asked by  
township officials. Readers are encouraged to contact an attorney when  
specific legal guidance is needed. Member township officials and personnel 
may contact MTA Member Information Services with questions or requests 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays, at (517) 321-6467 or fax (517) 321-8908.

Get started today at (855) BSA-SOFT   |  www.bsasoftware.com

Local Government ERP
Financial Management
Community Development
Public Works
Personnel Management

Experience the Difference

Scholarship 
Sponsor

Park Furnishings That Stand 
The Test of Time

No Staining
No Scraping

No Splintering
No Rotting
No Rusting

No Hassle! 

Products Made 
from 100% 

recycled plastic!

PollyProducts.com
1-877-609-2243

Benches, Tables, Receptacles & more!

www.MannikSmithGroup.com

Municipal Engineering
Special Assessment Districts
Asset Management Plans
Planning | Landscape Architecture
Site Plan Review & Inspection
Road / Bridge Design
Funding Assistance

Environmental 
Geotechnical

Construction Support
Surveying

MONROE · CANTON · LANSING · DETROIT · TRAVERSE CITY · HOUGHTON 



14  MAY 2019  |  township focus 

SB 14: Drinking water standards—Provides for maximum 
PFAS contaminant levels allowed for drinking water standards. 
MTA monitoring.

SB 19: Public employees and officers—Modifies population 
thresholds for contracts of public servants serving as public 
safety officers. MTA supports. 

SB 26 & HBs 4025 & 4047: Property tax—Requires Michigan 
Tax Tribunal determinations to consider all three methods 
of appraisal in assessment disputes and prohibits deed 
restrictions on valuation of property. MTA supports.

SB 28: Motor fuel tax—Requires motor fuel tax to be 
dispersed to county where fuel is pumped. MTA monitoring.

SBs 31-32: Recreation passport—Expands recreation passport 
program to include trails and state forest campgrounds. MTA 
monitoring.

SB 39: Property tax assessments— Excludes private deed 
restrictions from being considered by MTT when highest and 
best use of property considered subject to an assessment 
dispute. MTA supports. 

SB 46: Property tax assessments—Clarifies valuation of wind 
energy systems. MTA supports.

SBs 47-48: Alternative energy personal property—Provides 
personal property tax exemption for alternative energy systems 
up to specific threshold. MTA monitoring.

SB 54 & HB 4100: Historic preservation tax credit—Restores 
the state historic preservation tax credit program. MTA 
supports.

SB 62 & HB 4119: Township libraries—Provides for 
the reestablishment of free public libraries in certain 
circumstances. MTA supports.

SB 78: Elections—Requires ballot instructions to be printed 
on ballot. MTA monitoring.

SB 79: Elections—Revises procedure for returning absentee 
ballots for military personnel. MTA monitoring.

SB 104: Open Meetings Act—Allows additional remedies for 
noncompliance to include attorney fees and allows a one-year 
window during which civil actions may be brought.  
MTA opposes. 

HB 4030: Special assessment—Allows special assessment 
financing to be based on frontage or other equitable manner 
agreed upon between township board and property owners 
within special assessment district. MTA supports.

HB 4035: Local preemption—Prohibits local regulation of 
dogs based on breed or perceived breed. MTA opposes.

HB 4046: Land use/zoning preemption—Limits local zoning 
regulation of vacation rentals and short-term rentals. MTA 
opposes.

HB 4055: Land use—Requires tax payment certification prior 
to approval of land division. MTA supports. 

HB 4083: Sanctuary cities—Prohibits local laws that prevent 
local officials from cooperating with federal authorities 
regarding an individual’s immigration status. MTA opposes.

HB 4091: Neighborhood Enterprise Zones—Modifies 
eligibility requirements to qualify as a rehabilitated facility. 
MTA supports. 

HB 4095: Land use/zoning preemption—Preempts local 
zoning authority for child foster care institutions for a state 
licensed facility up to 10 children. MTA opposes. 

HB 4101: Downtown development authorities—Modifies 
membership appointed to the downtown development 
authority board. MTA supports.

HB 4185: Destruction of property—Adds willfully and 
maliciously destroying or damaging the real property of a 
fire, sheriff or police department to the current prohibition 
regarding a fire or police department’s personal property.  
MTA supports.

HB 4227: Committee on Michigan’s Mining Future—Creates 
an advisory committee on the future of mining within the state 
Department of Environmental Quality that includes municipal 
representation. MTA supports.

HB 4268: Broadband personal property exemption—Creates a 
personal property tax exemption for new broadband equipment 
that resolves lack of broadband service. MTA opposes.

inside Lansing Legislative and political updates—and 
the impact on local government

Legislative lowdown
A quick look at critical bills that MTA is following as 
they move through the legislative process. For up-to-date 
information on this legislation—and more—that MTA is 
monitoring, look to our Township Insights e-newsletter, sent 
every Friday to all member officials with an email address 
on file in our database, as well as our monthly legislative 
e-newsletter, Township Voice.
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Profiling state leaders  
in Lansingcapitol close-up

As the state and local governments look for ways to innovate, they must 
have an ongoing dialogue with one another, said Rep. Lynn Afendoulis 
(R-Grand Rapids Chtr. Twp.), noting that state representatives and senators 
must listen to their local officials who are directly impacted by the 
decisions they make.

Rep. Lynn Afendoulis  
(R-Grand Rapids  
Chtr. Twp.)

Lynn Afendoulis is no stranger to government—but  
not in the way you might expect.

As a reporter, she interviewed local officials and took 
notes in board meetings for newspapers in Grand Rapids and 
Tampa, Fla. Later, as a business professional, she partnered 
with local governments and agencies to improve the lives of 
residents. 

Now, in her first term as state representative, the Grand 
Rapids Charter Township (Kent Co.) Republican finds 
herself on the opposite side of the table. Her experiences 
have allowed her to jump right in and tackle her role as chair 
of the House Tax Policy Committee—a prestigious position 
rarely given to a freshman lawmaker. 

“My life and career experiences are providing a good 
perspective as I review and handle issues as a state 
representative and a strong background for my role as Tax 
Policy chair,” Afendoulis said.

Afendoulis came to Lansing after spending 25 years 
working for Universal Forest Products, including the last 
15 years as the director of corporate communication. She’s 
proud of her strong Greek heritage and makes as many trips 
back to the “motherland” as she can. 

She’s also the mother of a son and daughter, who she 
said motivated her to run for office. Like many young people 
today, her children and their friends don’t have a high regard 
for politics or politicians. She knew she could prove to them 
that public service is still honorable work, and it can still be 
carried out in an honorable fashion.

Townships and cities are at the crux of the basics most 
important to Michiganders—safety and security, opportunity, 
resources. But offering these basics is no small task, especially 
considering the growing needs of residents and the strained 
budgets of local governments, Afendoulis said.

She believes innovation is absolutely critical to local 
government today. Michigan must create a culture that 
considers new ways to deliver and support services in a 
changing world and economy. The challenge of innovation 
and continuous improvement is central to most of the issues 
facing local governments today.

“It is central to figuring out how to balance economic 
development and progress with natural resources, how to 
attract those who want to keep our communities safe, and 

how to make local government user-friendly to both senior 
citizens brought up on handshakes and receipts to young 
people who want to access services 24/7 and retain records  
on a mobile device,” Afendoulis said.

As the state and local governments look for ways to 
innovate, they must have an ongoing dialogue with one 
another, Afendoulis said. State representatives and senators 
must listen to their local officials who are directly impacted 
by the decisions they make. Both sides must be forthright in 
their discussions and empathetic in their decision-making, 
she said.

Afendoulis plans to bring that same level of 
thoughtfulness to her role as House Tax Policy Committee 
chair. Throughout her term, she hopes to create solid tax 
policy that endures and that corrects inconsistencies. 

Her time in the Legislature is only beginning, but 
Afendoulis is already thinking about her legacy.

“I hope I can look back on my years in the Legislature 
with the satisfaction that I made a difference because I was 
willing to ask and address the tough questions, wasn’t afraid 
of bold change, wasn’t beholden to anything but creating 
sound, just policy, and that I did things with great integrity 
in a way that made my constituents proud to call me their 
representative in Lansing,” Afendoulis said.
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liabilities are disclosed here, along with pension and 
expense compared to plan contributions, funding 
percentage, and investment rates of returns. This is 
likely the most complex area of the report.

While the report is generally prepared from audited 
information, it is not prepared from the “government-wide 
financials.” Rather, it is from the township’s audited books 
and records, using the state’s uniform chart of accounts.  
Information is prepared on the modified accrual method for 
governmental funds.  

How is the report filed?
The reports are completed and submitted 
through the state’s online portal (the same 
system used to file qualifying statements and 

audited financials). Since the reporting is complex, you may 
wish to engage the assistance of your township’s auditing 
firm or CPAs with municipal expertise.    

When is the report due?
The reports are due within six months of the 
township’s year-end. The township’s “chief 
administrative officer” may request an extension 

of time, which must be in writing and accompanied by an 
explanation of why additional time is needed. Failure to 
timely file the F-65 may result in temporary withholding or 
suspension of state revenue sharing payments.  

What is Form F-65 and  
how often is it filed?
The Form F-65 is filed annually, even for 
townships that are audited biannually, with the 

state Department of Treasury. The F-65 is a representation  
of the annual financial statements for the township, and 
certain data elements are used by the department and the  
U.S. Census Bureau. The form contains information on all 
the township’s funds, with the exception of agency and trust 
funds (such as the tax collection account and pension trust 
funds).

While the information should be prepared from audited 
financial information (with the exception of townships that 
are audited biannually), the form does not satisfy statutory 
requirements for audited financial statements. 

What information is required?
The report is very extensive, with seven sections 
to complete. Smaller townships, however, likely 
will not have to complete all seven sections:

1) Revenues. Information about the township’s revenues; 
includes detail of tax collections, penalties, interest, 
fees, and state, federal and county revenues received.

2) Expenditures. Summary of expenditures by department, 
and funds.

3) Capital Outlay. Disbursements for capital outlays, such 
as equipment, buildings and infrastructure are reported 
for the year. 

4) Statement of Positions (balance sheet). Summary 
information about the township’s cash in the bank, 
prepaid amounts, inter-fund balances, accounts 
payables and other current liabilities, as well as 
fund balance designations such as “non-spendable,” 
restricted, committed, unassigned and unrestricted. In 
addition, summary information about the township’s 
capital investments and debt.

5) “Other.” Personnel statistics, such as salaries, wages and 
benefits, as well as information about any “derivative” 
investments such as repurchase agreements.

6) Indebtedness. Detailed information about the 
township’s debt from external borrowing.  

7) Employee Benefit Section. Information about the 
township’s pension and retirement plan, whether 
partially or fully funded, and other post-retirement 
benefits (OPEB) plans such as post-retirement health 
care. Additionally, pension and OPEB unfunded 

Information provided in Financial Forum should not be considered legal advice, 
and readers are encouraged to contact their township auditor and/or attorney for 
advice specific to their situation.

David Williamson, CPAfinancial forum



  

2019 Professional Development Retreats

Join us at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire for two days of  
intensive learning and networking—targeted to your role in the township.

Planning & Zoning: July 9 & 10

 Supervisors: July 11 & 12   Treasurers: July 15 & 16     

 Clerks: July 17 & 18   Trustees: July 26 & 27
  

Register within two weeks of the event to
take advantage of early-bird rates and save $50! 

New  

this year! 



As a leader in your township, you are expected to have solutions for a wide variety of challenges. 
How do you ensure you’re equipped to anticipate, and develop strategies to overcome, virtually  
any situation that arises in your community?

Join fellow officials from across the state this summer at Shanty Creek Resort’s Lakeview Hotel & Conference Center for MTA’s Professional 

Development Retreats. These events offer unparalleled educational programming and excellent networking opportunities that you simply 

cannot receive elsewhere. The program is packed with informative sessions featuring topics tailored to the duties specific to your 

township position. Take advantage of this learning opportunity and connect with others who can help make your role as a 

township official more fulfilling. It’s an investment worth making.

All about the education
Each retreat offers a learning experience geared to your office on concepts, trends and pressing issues in township government.  
These informative educational sessions are designed for officials at every level, and will help you develop new skills while providing 
you with knowledge of the statutory duties and responsibilities required of you. 

Educational sessions for each retreat are being designed now. Detailed descriptions will appear in the registration brochure being 
mailed to individual offices and planning and zoning officials this month. Consult the brochure for your office to see the final lineup. 
Can’t wait? Here’s a preview:

Planning & Zoning Retreat—July 9 & 10
• Growth management: Planning, design and master plan
• Roles and relations of the board, planning commission,
            zoning board of appeals and zoning administrator
• Hot topics: From marijuana to alternative energy
• Effective meetings: Open Meetings Act, public hearings,   

     noticing, decision-making and ethics
• Insights into site plans and variances
• Zoning ordinances and enforcement

Treasurers Retreat—July 15 & 16
• What does an excellent tax collection process look like?
• Managing risk to township finances 
• Unpacking the mysteries of special assessments ...
     from steps and concepts to how to collect
• Understanding and managing the Uniform Chart of Accounts

Trustees Retreat—July 26 & 27
• We’re all equal at the board table
• How to be an effective board member
• I’m a watchdog ... what does that mean?
• Systematic review of fund balance and millages
• Additional duties: Who does what?

Supervisors Retreat—July 11 & 12
• Holding people accountable
• Assessing your assessor
• Budgeting and revenue projections
• Meeting management: From dialogue facilitation to          

    knowledge-based decision-making
• Local legislative update

Clerks Retreat—July 17 & 18
• Elections update
• Public notice requirements and compliance
• Records management: Practical organization
• Handling public money: Legal vs. ethical considerations
• What does a great accounting system look like ... 
            and why

Attendance at an MTA Professional Development 
Retreat is worth four (4) elective credits in the 
Township Governance Academy.



Agenda

Day one:
9:30 a.m.
Registration check-in

10 a.m.
Class

11:30 a.m.
Break

11:45 a.m.
Class

12:45 p.m.
Networking luncheon

1:45 p.m.
Class

3 p.m.
Break

3:30 p.m.
Class

4:30 p.m.
Break

5 p.m.
Networking dinner 

6:30 p.m.
Evening activity

Day two:
7:30 a.m.
Networking breakfast
 
8 a.m.
Class

9:15 a.m.
Break

9:45 a.m.
Class

11 a.m.
Break

11:15 a.m.
Class

12:30 p.m.
Networking luncheon

1:30 p.m.
Class

2:30 p.m.
Break

2:45 p.m.
Class

4 p.m.
Adjourn

*Note class times may vary, check 
individual brochure for details.

Valuable networking
These events offer a unique opportunity for officials to gather for valuable education  
and networking. Your fellow officials know better than anyone the challenges you face! 
Exceptional value
Exceptional value
Officials are encouraged to register for the full program to get the most out of this 
educational experience. The full-program fee includes all meals (see agenda at left) and 
workshop materials. Save $58 off full-program rates by registering your deputy, manager/
superintendent, a fellow trustee, or member of your township planning and zoning team. 
Discount applies to second registrant who is attending the same Retreat. Single-day 
rates are also available.
Cancellations & substitutions
Cancellations & substitutions
Written cancellation requests received at the MTA office four weeks prior to the event  
will receive a full refund; two weeks prior will receive a half-refund; no refunds will be  
issued thereafter. You may substitute another individual from your township for your  
registration without incurring a charge. Please notify MTA of the change.

Evening activity
After a full day of education, we know you’ll be ready 

for some fresh air! Leave the meeting room behind  

and join your new friends for a northern Michigan 

sunset. Get your s'more on while you're enjoying  

local entertainment in the great outdoors.



Register early to take advantage of discounted registration fees!
Rooms at the Lakeview Hotel & Conference Center are available at discounted MTA Retreat rates.  

Reservations must made directly with Shanty Creek.

R e g i  s t  r  a t  i  o n   F o r  m

 

Registration Information

Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467.

Which retreat do you wish to attend?
 P&Z New!          Supervisors         Treasurers   
 Clerks               Trustees     

__________________________________________________________
Township                                                                   County

__________________________________________________________
Daytime Telephone                                                   Email Address

__________________________________________________________
Name                                                                        Title

__________________________________________________________
Name                                                                        Title

  Check enclosed (payable to MTA)
  Charge to: (circle one) MasterCard   VISA             
                 _                  _                   _                        

  Card #                                                                               Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                Signature

/

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed.

Save $58 off full-program rates by registering your deputy, manager/superintendent,  
a fellow trustee, or member of your township planning and zoning team.

Discount applies to second registrant who is attending the same Retreat. 

Full Program: Includes all meals, refreshments, classes, materials  
and evening activity. Housing is NOT included; see lodging details above 
to book your room.
  $329/person    $379/person if payment is received at MTA  
    within two weeks of event
Single-Day Session: Check the day you wish to attend. Includes that 
day’s meals, refreshments, classes and materials. Day one includes 
evening activity.
  Day One ONLY $208/person 
   $228 within two weeks of event
  Day Two ONLY $164/person
   $184 within two weeks of event
  Save $58 on second full-program registration; online use code: MTA-58
        TOTAL: $_________          Non-members, call MTA for rates.

2nd registrant saves 
$58!

Housing is open, reserve your hotel room today! 
Shanty Creek, one of Michigan’s iconic ski and golf resorts, offers comfortable, 
well-appointed rooms, each equipped with a mini-fridge, microwave and 
coffeemaker. Guests of the Lakeview Hotel, located in Shanty Creek’s Summit 
Village, enjoy complimentary WiFi throughout the resort, plus access to a fitness 
center with steam room and whirlpool, indoor and outdoor pools, multiple golf 
courses, wellness spa, gift shop, and several on-site restaurants and lounges—not to 
mention the breathtaking views! 

Check-in: 5 p.m.   Check-out: Noon

MTA Discounted Room Rates 
$139/standard (two queens), $165/studio parlor (king with sitting area)

(rate does not include 9% resort fee and 5% local occupancy tax) 

Online reservations and downloadable registration form available at: 
www.michigantownships.org/members/retreats.asp. Be sure to indicate 
which retreat you are attending (i.e., P&Z, supervisors, clerks, treasurers or 
trustees).

Discounted rates end one month prior to each retreat’s start date, so make 
your reservations early.
 
Some hotel rooms may be accessible by stairs only. Please indicate any accessibility 
needs at the time you make your reservation.
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conference recap

But MTA leaders from Kalamazoo County saw something in him. Pat White, former Pavilion 
Township supervisor and 2002 MTA president, and Gary Cramer, former Kalamazoo Charter 
Township supervisor and 2008 MTA president, knew Sorensen had the potential for leadership. 
Together, the two mentored Sorensen. Today, as 2019 MTA president, Sorensen is seeing their 
investment pay off. He was elected to the position at the MTA Annual Meeting, held during the 
Association’s Annual Conference & Expo, April 1-4 in Grand Rapids. 

Sorensen’s entire career has led him to this moment. First working his way through the Cooper 
Charter Township Fire Department ranks, he was elected township supervisor in 2000, a position 
he’s held ever since. Nearly two decades later, he’s more passionate than ever about the form of 
government closest to the people. He believes so strongly in the concept of “neighbors serving 
neighbors” that he has those very words displayed on his office window. 

Sorensen recently sat down with Township Focus to reflect on the experiences that prepared him to lead MTA,  
as well as what he envisions for the future of township government and the Association.

When Jeff Sorensen was elected to the MTA Board 
of Directors in 2008, he never pictured himself 
at the helm of the Association one day. To the 

Cooper Charter Township (Kalamazoo Co.) supervisor, 
his position as District 19 director was just another way to 
serve—much like his job serving his township residents.

Jeff Sorensen helms the 
Association in 2019

How did you get started in township government?
On Jan. 21, 1986, I joined the Cooper Township Fire 
Department. Over the next nine years, I became a lieutenant, 
then a captain, and then assistant fire chief. I also had my own 
used car lot from 1991 to 2001. 

In 1996, I talked to the supervisor of Cooper at that time, 
and asked him if he was going to run again. He said he didn’t 
think so, but he wasn’t sure. I said to him, ‘I just want to let 
you know that I have absolutely no axe to grind with you. I 
consider you a friend. But in 2000, I am going to run for the 
position of supervisor. It’s the way I would like to serve my 
community for the rest of my career.’ 

I did run, of course. I was overwhelmingly successful in 
2000, and took office Nov. 20, 2000. 

What keeps you committed to township government?
I enjoy helping people and serving my neighbors. I always say 
township government is neighbors serving neighbors. I’m not 
always able to fix their problems, but when I can, that’s very 
rewarding. If I can’t, people just want somebody to listen to 
them. I think that’s a trait I have. I can approach somebody 
who comes in red-faced mad, and when they leave they’re 
shaking my hand and walking out the door happy. I feel like 
the Dr. Phil of township government. 

What are your goals as MTA president?
I want to stay on MTA’s mission and work with the new 
executive director to make him the best that he can be. I see 
MTA’s mission as keeping townships as vibrant and as strong as 
we are now. That involves how we roll with technology changes, 
issues from Lansing, education and involvement. 
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2019 President Jeff Sorensen (left) affixes the past president pin on 2018 
MTA President Ken Gauthier, Sanborn Township (Alpena Co.) supervisor.

conference recap

During my presidency, I want to encourage people who are 
in township government to be there for the right reason—to 
serve their community and not be a one-issue official. I have 
been very blessed with a board that can agree to disagree and 
still respect one another. The MTA Board is that way as well. 
I’d love to figure out how to tell people that you’re not always 
going to be right. You have to accept the board’s consensus, 
whatever the vote is. 

What upcoming issues do you see for townships?
Assessment and taxation are issues that were the subject of 
legislation last year, but I don’t think they’re over. Technology 
changes are also huge, especially for rural townships that 
might not have the capability as more functions become 
automated. I just want to keep townships strong and vibrant, 
and as the grassroots form of government that we are. 

How can townships better engage their residents?
Communicate with them. Have a good website. Social media 
is important. Make people aware of when your meetings are. 
Be transparent. Townships that do have websites should post 
their meetings, minutes and ordinances, and try to make it as 
easy to communicate with residents as possible. 

How can MTA equip townships to meet the challenges 
they face?
Education and communication. MTA’s Township Talk 
podcasts are awesome. But we need to make sure people know 
what we have to offer. I’ve never sat in an MTA workshop 
in the 19 years I’ve been in office that disappointed me, or 
I didn’t get something out of it. I’ve been fortunate to have 
working as township supervisor be my full-time job, but that’s 
not the case for all our officials. That’s why our On The Road 
regional meetings held around the state are very important. 

One thing I would really like to do is rebuild the MTA 
county chapters. If a county doesn’t want to do it, maybe you 
could have a district chapter. 

How can townships achieve quality leadership in their 
communities?
You have to seek it out. When I know I have a trustee who 
isn’t going to run again. I look at people and seek out quality 
leaders who really care about the community and have been 
involved at some point with something, whether it be Little 
League, the PTA or school board—people who want to help 
and have the expertise. We as officials have to look forward. 
Talk to them. Plant the seed and let it grow. 

Education and participation are how you get quality 
leadership. It’s one thing to have the education but if you don’t 
participate, it doesn’t do any good if you don’t open the book. 

Jeff Sorensen, 
President
Supervisor,  
Cooper Charter 
Township  
(Kalamazoo Co.)

Peter Kleiman,
First Vice 
President
Supervisor,  
Harris Township 
(Menominee Co.)

Bill Deater,  
Second Vice 
President 
Supervisor,  
Grant Township  
(St. Clair Co.)

Pauline Bennett,  
Treasurer
Clerk, 
Addison Township 
(Oakland Co.)

Connie Cargill,  
Secretary
Treasurer,  
Golden Township  
(Oceana Co.)

Harold Koviak,  
Member  
at-large
Supervisor,  
Burt Township  
(Cheboygan Co.)

Ken Gauthier,  
Immediate 
Past 
President
Supervisor,  
Sanborn Township  
(Alpena Co.)

2019 MTA Executive Committee
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What experiences have prepared you to serve as  
MTA’s leadership?
I followed in the footsteps of Gary Cramer. I learned a lot 
from Gary, and prior MTA presidents and Board members, 
and tried to stay involved. I saw what they did and how they 
held the position in such high esteem. I’m very proud to be 
president of MTA. Staying involved with education and 
discussions, and receiving support from my peers here in the 
township has been huge. 

What do you see in the future for  
township government?
I always worry about possible attacks at the state level, and 
efforts to remove layers of government. We already know that 
without township government, it will be harder for people to 
communicate with their local officials. You can walk into any 
township office when they’re open and talk to an official. We 
have to stay committed to talking to our lawmakers and to 
supporting our MTA lobbyists to keep township government 
on the forefront.

Who are your personal heroes? 
My life heroes would be my parents. They parented with a 
velvet hammer. They weren’t too hard on me but hard enough 
to teach me right from wrong. I lost my mother early in life. I 
was only 21 when she passed. 

My township heroes are Gary Cramer and Pat White. I 
always admired their professionalism, and their passion for 
learning and for passing on their knowledge. When I became 
supervisor in 2000, they took me under their wing. They saw 
the potential I had and helped me grow it. 

Cooper Charter Township (Kalamazoo Co.) Supervisor Jeff Sorensen was 
joined by daughters Jessica (far left) and Brittany (far right), and wife 
Annette at the MTA Annual Meeting, where he was elected 2019 MTA 
president by the Association membership.

Two new directors elected  
to the MTA Board

Two new District directors were elected to the MTA Board 
at caucus elections held during the MTA Annual Conference 
in April. 

Comstock Charter Township 
(Kalamazoo Co.) Treasurer Bret 
Padgett was elected to serve as 
director for MTA District 19, which 
encompasses Allegan, Barry and 
Kalamazoo counties. Padgett says 
that he has enjoyed his experience 
moving Comstock Charter 
Township forward and hopes to do 
the same on the MTA Board. He 
comes to the MTA Board armed 
with a list of issues he’s ready to 
tackle, including updating the Charter Township Act and 
fighting the “dark store” assessing theory.

“It is very rewarding to use my education to serve my 
constituents, and I hope to do the same, on a larger scale, as 
part of the MTA Board,” Padgett said.

Padgett has served his township since 2012, when he was 
first elected treasurer. He has served the Kalamazoo County 
MTA Chapter as a trustee and treasurer. His board experience 
also extends beyond local government, as he’s sat on the 
Public Media Network board of directors since 2012. In 
his community, Padgett volunteered for the Eastwood Little 
League from 1998 to 2000 and 2010 to 2014.

Genoa Charter Township 
(Livingston Co.) Trustee Diana 
Lowe has joined the MTA Board 
after being elected to serve as  
MTA District 25 director. District 
25 encompasses Livingston, 
Washtenaw, Wayne and Monroe 
counties. 

Lowe says that she has enjoyed 
assisting township residents in 
finding answers and building trust 
in her role as a township trustee, 
and she looks forward to doing the same for the four counties 
in her district as an MTA Board member.

“I am proud to serve as an elected official,” Lowe said.  
“I look forward to assisting MTA in achieving their goals.”

Lowe was elected trustee in 2016 after serving for six years 
on the township planning commission. She brought to her 
township position a long history in municipal government, 
working for the City of Brighton for 25 years, most recently 
as city clerk. In 2007, she earned a Master Municipal Clerk 
Certification. She also serves on the Howell Area Parks and 
Recreation Board, and is the receptionist for Conway Township 
(Livingston Co.). 

Padgett

Lowe
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A commitment to  
‘Service & Leadership  
for a Vibrant Michigan’

Service & 
for a vibrant Michigan
2019 MTA Conference & Expo  April 1-4, Grand Rapids 

At MTA’s 2019 Annual Educational Conference & Expo,  

held April 1-4 in Grand Rapids, nearly 1,000 township 

leaders took part in more than 60 educational sessions, 

visited 100 vendors, and attended inspirational—and 

entertaining—general sessions and networking events, 

reaffirming their commitment to exceptional  

Service & Leadership for a Vibrant Michigan—in  

their township, region and the entire Great Lakes State.

conference recap
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conference recap

2014 MTA President Doug Merchant 
receives honors at Annual Conference
Arcada Township (Gratiot Co.) Supervisor and 2014 
MTA President Doug Merchant received the “MTA Life 
Member Award” before more than 1,000 township peers 
at the MTA Banquet. Merchant was also honored with an 
MTA Diamond Award, recognizing his service to townships 
and the MTA Board, at the Board’s 
organizational meeting following the 
Annual Meeting on April 4. 

“I want to thank the Association 
for the honor of allowing me to 
serve the Board,” Merchant said. 
“It has been my honor to help the 
Association to provide better services 
and additional value to our townships, 
and I will always hold this experience 
dear.” 

Merchant joined the MTA Board 
in 2006 when he was elected director 
of MTA District 16, which includes 
Gratiot, Ionia and Montcalm counties. 

Merchant has served as supervisor of Arcada Township 
since 1989. Prior to this, he served as a township trustee for 
two years. He is a Michigan certified assessing officer, serving 
Arcada, Bethany and Pine River Townships. 

Merrill receives ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’
MTA Executive Director Larry Merrill (pictured above 
with wife Karen and  2018 MTA President Ken Gauthier) 
was honored for his dedication and contributions to the 
Association and Michigan’s 1,240 townships with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the MTA Banquet, held April 3 
during the Annual Conference. 

Merrill—who first joined the Association in 1980 and 
became executive director in 2000—will retire June 30. 

“It has been an honor to serve Michigan township 
government for virtually the entirety of my professional 
career,” Merrill said. “Township officials are sincere, dedicated 
public servants who are eager to do their jobs well and to 
be effective advocates for local democracy. For 39 years, 
the Michigan Townships Association has given me the 
opportunity to provide thousands of these outstanding local 
leaders the essential skills, knowledge and laws to make 
their communities stronger, their services more efficient and 
effective, and a voice in statewide issues that will continue to 
restore Michigan’s prosperity.”

Randall honored with MTA’s 
‘Immediate Past President Award’ 
Diane Randall (pictured 
at right with 2018 MTA 
President Ken Gauthier), 
2017 MTA president, 
was honored at the 
MTA Banquet with 
the “Immediate Past 
President Award” for her 
many contributions to the 
Association.

“The experiences during my tenure serving as MTA 
leadership far surpassed my expectations,” Randall said. “I 
truly enjoyed touring the state, meeting with peers, mentors 
and newcomers, and working with a Board and staff who 
embraced all they faced. It has been my honor to serve on the 
MTA Executive Committee.”

Randall has served as Roscommon Township 
(Roscommon Co.) supervisor since 1997, and is a Michigan 
advanced assessing officer. She was elected to the MTA 
Board in 2005 and joined the Executive Committee in 2012.

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
addresses Conference attendees

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson joined more than 1,000 township 
officials and guests at the MTA Banquet, 
and shared her insights and reflections 
with attendees about her first three 
months in office, which included visits to 
100 secretary of state branch offices and 
the assembly of a panel to recommend 
changes to implement new voter rights. 

About the May 7 election, Benson 
told officials, “It won’t be just any election. It will be the first 
where citizens have new rights. It won’t be easy, and I stand 
in partnership with you to make sure you can meet those 
needs. 

“Our success is intertwined with yours. I hope you’ll 
consider me a partner in all that you do.”
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Thank you to our 
Conference sponsors 

Silver

Bronze

Platinum

Gold

TGA Class of 2019 honored 
The Township Governance Academy (TGA) 

graduating class of 2019 crossed the stage at 
the General Session of MTA’s 66th Annual 
Educational Conference at DeVos Place in Grand 
Rapids on April 3. Graduates (pictured above from 

left) Steven Leuty, Kalamazoo Charter Township 
(Kalamazoo Co.) trustee, Stephanie McNeal, Morton 
Township (Mecosta Co.) clerk, and Josh Westgate,  
Wright Township (Ottawa Co.) supervisor and MTA 
District 15 director, were recognized for completing the 
Academy, joining more than 150 of their colleagues who have 
graduated from the program since it was created in 2004.

The 15th graduating class received their TGA certificates 
and lapel pins and were honored on stage as 2018 MTA 
President Ken Gauthier and MTA Executive Director 
Larry Merrill congratulated the graduates on their 
accomplishments.

Thank you to our patrons for their 
generous support of our Conference 

and donations of door prize giveaways!

Amway Grand Plaza (ACH+ Hospitality), Grand Rapids 

Bavarian Inn Lodge & Conference Center, Frankenmuth

Boyne Highland Resorts, Harbor Springs

Comfort Inn & Suites Mt. Pleasant

Comfort Inn & Village Conference Center, Chelsea

DoubleTree by Hilton Bay City Riverfront

Experience Grand Rapids

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa

Greater Lansing Convention & Visitors Bureau

Holiday Inn Downtown—Muskegon 

Okemos Conference Center & Best Western Okemos

Shanty Creek Resorts, Bellaire

Shoreline Inn & Conference Center, Muskegon

Traverse City Tourism

Treetops Resort, Gaylord

Waste Management
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2019 MTA legislative policy platform
As adopted by delegates at MTA’s Annual Meeting, April 4, 2019, at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids, these policies are 
the platform from which legislation is sought in the coming year.

Vision Statement

The Michigan Townships Association envisions a  
21st Century Michigan where:

• Townships have statutory authority and state financial 
support sufficient to provide high quality services and 
infrastructure consistent with community needs and 
expectations, and to enable full compliance with ever-
expanding state-imposed mandates without cutting 
local spending priorities

• Elections are accurate, fair and a high percentage of 
registered voters participate 

• Townships are valued and respected for solving local 
and regional challenges through visionary, ethical 
leadership and collaboration

• Natural resources are developed from townships in 
a manner consistent with township regulations that 
protect public safety and property values

• There is clarity of roles and responsibilities among 
township officials essential for efficient and effective 
services to the public

• Townships retain authority to protect and regulate the 
public rights-of-way and other land uses in the interest 
of the public  

• State laws recognize that township officials are elected 
by and accountable to their residents for the township’s 
governance, financial position, programs and services 
consistent with community values

Assessment and Taxation 

The Michigan Townships Association supports property tax 
fairness, equity, and efficient assessment and collection by 
public servants who are accountable to township officials to 
ensure public trust and locally accessible information and 
assistance. Valuation should be based on sound assessing 
principles. Local governments should be reimbursed by 
the state for property tax revenues lost due to statutory 
exemptions. State government should provide local 
governments with education and technical support to develop 
and defend their assessment rolls. 

As lawmakers and regulators enact changes to current 
tax laws and local government requirements, the Michigan 
Townships Association supports the following objectives:

• Valuation of big box stores should be determined using 
the same assessing methodology as other commercial 
properties and prohibit the consideration of private 
deed restrictions or covenants imposed to reduce the 
value of the property or exclude competitors of the 
grantor from the market

• Oppose expansion of property tax exemptions and 
support the state assuming administration and funding 
of disabled veteran’s property tax exemption 

• Raise the current charter township 10 mill tax limitation 
to allow charter townships, with voter approval, to 
address legacy costs, meet demands for expanding 
services, and offset millage rollback requirements

• Recodify Michigan township statutes to include 
clarification that assessors are accountable to the 
township board when the supervisor is not certified to 
perform assessing functions

• Increase the specific tax on mobile homes located in 
licensed parks and levy fees on park owner rather than 
individual occupied dwelling owners

• Exempt minimal personal property tax obligations 
resulting from minor property improvements on mobile 
home lots such as small decks, stairs and porches

Elections 

The Michigan Townships Association supports fair, 
transparent and efficient elections administered by township 
officials that encourage high voter participation and 
procedures appropriate to varying community resources and 
population densities.

As lawmakers and regulators enact changes to current 
election laws, the Michigan Townships Association supports 
the following objectives:

• Preserve authority of townships to convey information 
on ballot proposals to their residents

• Preserve the authority of townships to place millage and 
bond proposals before voters at any election

Environment and Land Use

The Michigan Townships Association supports state laws 
that enable townships to efficiently and effectively plan 
for land uses and adopt zoning ordinances to protect the 
public health, safety and general welfare. State and federal 
regulations should not impede local government growth and 
development policies and objectives. Further, preemption of 
local land use authority should be limited to issues of great 
statewide impact and any resulting adverse local impacts 
should be mitigated by the state or federal government.

As lawmakers and regulatory agencies enact changes to 
laws addressing township land use and environment, the 
Michigan Townships Association supports the following 
objectives:

• Statewide septic system maintenance standards to 
reduce septic system failures that create serious public 
health threats and expose townships to being required 
to build expensive public sewer systems   
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• Preserve landfill capacities by directing appropriate 
materials to waste utilization facilities and support an 
increase in the state tipping fee to a rate competitive 
with other states

• Preserve local authority on zoning issues that are strictly 
local in nature 

• Increased funding for state environmental protection 
programs to address issues such as brownfield 
redevelopment, water contamination threats and 
invasive species

Intergovernmental Relations

The Michigan Townships Association supports township 
officials having the discretion to resolve policy issues that 
are manifestly local in nature. MTA also supports state laws 
that encourage intergovernmental collaboration to restore 
economic prosperity, efficiently and effectively deliver 
programs and services, and solve other challenges. State laws 
should allow creativity, flexibility and incentivize fair and 
equitable cost-sharing, benefits and governance in inter-local 
agreements. State laws authorizing economic development 
tools and other powers should be based on community 
characteristics relative to policy objectives, rather than city 
or township legal status. State taxation and spending policies 
should mitigate adverse revenue impacts on townships.

As lawmakers and regulatory agencies consider altering 
the fiscal relationship of the state to local governments as well 
as powers and authorities of local governments, the Michigan 
Townships Association supports the following objectives: 

• State laws should allow township officials to solve 
local issues in a manner consistent with local values, 
priorities, and needs rather than impose a one-size-fits-
all approach

• Full funding to townships for payments-in-lieu-of-
taxes, commercial forest program and the swamp tax 
program

• Expand the number of townships eligible for statutory 
revenue sharing and grants

• A local government consolidation process that 
continues to require voter approval 

Township Operations

The Michigan Townships Association supports state and 
federal governments granting to Michigan townships 
broad discretion and autonomy to govern the funding and 
delivery of programs and services. MTA also supports state 
reimbursement to townships for increased costs resulting 
from new mandated services and state regulations. Michigan 
Townships Association supports the following objectives:

• Modernizing state laws to clarify the governance role 
of township boards to establish policy direction for 
townships

• Appropriate, cost-effective training requirements for 
township planning commissioners, and zoning board of 
appeal members to reduce costly lawsuits and improve 
township decision-making by key appointed boards

• Authority for township board to change township name 
with voter approval

• Authority for township to create special assessment 
districts for the eradication and control of vermin, 
including but not limited to mosquitos, moths, ash 
borers, and rodents

• Granting township supervisors discretionary authority 
to perform marriages

Transportation and Infrastructure 

The Michigan Townships Association concludes that 
Michigan’s road system will continue to require more 
funding than is currently anticipated in law to ensure that 
county primary and local roads are safe and convenient for 
travel. As townships are major financial contributors to 
road maintenance and construction costs, the Michigan 
Townships Association supports the inclusion of 
township officials in transportation policy discussions at 
all government levels. Michigan has also under-invested 
in other infrastructure necessary to remain economically 
competitive and protect the health, safety and general welfare 
of residents. The Michigan Townships Association supports 
the State of Michigan working with township officials in 
planning, funding and delivering infrastructure needed 
by every community to be economically viable and free of 
environmental threats and risks.

As lawmakers and regulators address pressures to better 
address Michigan’s infrastructure, the Michigan Townships 
Association supports the following objectives:

• Additional funding above current statutory levels for 
primary and local roads and increased state funding for 
water, sewer and communications infrastructure

• Allow townships to create special assessment districts 
for high-speed internet 

• Expand township special assessment authority to 
include replacement of privately-owned sewer leads

• Encourage county road commissions or departments to 
provide matching funds for township road construction 
and maintenance projects to be spent at the township’s 
discretion
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best practices

Residents’ confusion comes from a variety of factors, 
some of which affect many townships—historic annexations 
by neighboring cities created irregular, serpentine township 
borders, which residents find hard to comprehend on the 
ground. To make matters more challenging, the township, 
city and county share the same name of “Kalamazoo.” 
Three different school districts (Comstock, Kalamazoo and 
Parchment) divide Kalamazoo Charter Township. Three 
postal codes segregate the township and flow into six other 
neighboring units of government, and all of the zip codes use 
the “Kalamazoo” name, so residents often think they live in 
the City of Kalamazoo. All of these factors erode residents’ 
sense of one community.

This confusion concerns Kalamazoo Charter Township 
because it knows the health of township governments 
depends on public input and involvement, so townships can 
understand residents’ needs and values and build a two-way 
trust and relevance between residents and their township. 
Public awareness of where one lives is a precondition for 
instilling a sense of community and placemaking.

In response, Kalamazoo Charter Township developed a 
branding strategy, starting with developing an attractive and 
recognizable logo to make the township’s logo as recognizable 
and associated with Kalamazoo Charter Township as golden 
arches are immediately associated with McDonald’s. The new 
logo is now used on the township’s letterhead, envelopes, 
business cards, website, staff uniforms, and new signage for the 
township office, police station, parks and jurisdictional entry 
points at major roadways. The township also coordinated with 
its neighbors—Comstock, Cooper and Oshtemo Charter 
Townships—to place signage where the Kalamazoo River 
Valley Trailway (which stretches from South Haven to nearly 
Battle Creek) intersects the township borders.

Since residents generally recognize the name of their 
neighborhood (Eastwood, Lakewood, Northwood and 
Westwood), the roadway’s jurisdictional signs (such as 
the one pictured on the following page) aim to build on this 
awareness by emphasizing the neighborhood names on the 
signs in association with the new township logo, to tie the 
neighborhoods with the larger township community.

Kalama-who 
township?

TGA final project develops branding strategy 
to enhance community identity

With such a unique name as “Kalamazoo,” it seems residents would 
have no problem knowing where they live. On the contrary, many 
Kalamazoo Charter Township (Kalamazoo Co.) residents are 

confused; some think they live in the city of Kalamazoo. This challenge 
motivated the township board of trustees to develop a branding strategy to help 
residents recognize their township as an entity, so more residents could possibly 
interact in their local government.
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MERS provides customized 
benefits to fit your workforce 
and your budget

• Retirement plans

• Other post-employment 
benefits

• Group life and disability 
insurance

Your Partner in RETIREMENT

www.mersofmich.com
800.767.MERS (6377)

The township also developed a Facebook page and an 
electronic, quarterly newsletter, which currently reaches 
approximately 1,200 subscribers.

Surprisingly, a powerful synergy developed between the 
combined effects of the intentional branding efforts focused 
on the logo and new signage and the unanticipated branding 
impact of the township’s coinciding efforts to improve the 
transportation infrastructure and adopt a new franchised 
garbage collection service. Due to a voter-approved,  
$10 million bond project to improve 64 miles of road and 
non-motorized improvements over three years, it’s now 
common to hear residents within and outside the township 
remark that they know when they are in Kalamazoo Charter 
Township because the roads are good. 

Similarly, the township recently implemented a 
franchised, single-waste hauler program for collecting 

residential garbage and elective yard waste collection. The 
program aims to reduce road wear by eliminating duplicative 
sets of subscription-based garbage and yard waste trucks, 
enhance safety with less truck traffic on the road, lower 
residents’ costs, and reduce climate change affects by 
reducing fuel consumption and air pollution. However, 
the new service also contributed to the branding effort by 
uniting the community in the use of consistent looking, 
wheeled carts for collecting garbage and yard waste. Plus, the 
service improvement’s significantly lower garbage collection 
costs caught the attention of residents within and outside 
the township. For a typical household, the reduced garbage 
service cost balanced the increased cost of the transportation 
bond, so residents are pleased to have lower cost garbage 
service and better roads for no additional total cost. In other 
words, good services caught residents’ attention and were at 
least as effective at branding Kalamazoo Charter Township 
as traditional branding tools. 

The combination of good services and intentional 
branding efforts created an even larger impact than the sum 
of the parts, as Kalamazoo Charter Township continues 
to seek to make itself as recognizable to its residents as the 
golden arches.
Article submitted by Steven Leuty, Kalamazoo Charter Township 
(Kalamazoo Co.) trustee, to showcase the 2019 MTA Township 
Governance Academy graduate’s final project. Learn more about TGA on 
the members-only side of www.michigantownships.org (after logging in, 
click on “Township Governance Academy” under the “Training” tab) or  
call (517) 321-6467. 



Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467.

upcoming MTA workshop
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Introduction to Planning & Zoning
Whether you’re a member of the township board, planning commission or 
zoning board of appeals, your knowledge of the planning and zoning process 
is vital to your community. As new developments and projects approach your 
township, it’s important to be prepared to make tough decisions.

This evening workshop demonstrates the basic elements of an effective 
planning and zoning program. We’ll review the sources of township planning 
and zoning authority, the structure and function of the planning commission 
and zoning board of appeals, and the role of the township board. In addition, 
we’ll discuss the “ins and outs” of master plans and zoning ordinances, along 
with key strategies for effective decision-making.

Registration and dinner begin at 4 p.m.; class is held from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Dates and locations are:
May 16: Ramada Inn, 2650 South I-75 Business Loop, Grayling, (989) 710-2399

May 23: The Shack Country Inn & Conference Center, 2263 W. 14th St., White Cloud, (231) 924-6683

May 30: Holiday Inn, 2696 Bob McClain Dr., Jackson, (517) 789-9600

Presented by MTA Legal Counsel Catherine Kaufman, who brings her unique experience as both a planner and an attorney with the 
firm Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber & Kaufman PC, this workshop offers real-life, practical application.

Discounted book package available: Participants can pre-purchase MTA’s Planning & Zoning Book Package, which includes The Township 
Guide to Planning & Zoning (newly revised edition!) and Planning & Zoning Decision-making (2008 edition), for $72. The Township Guide to 
Planning & Zoning provides a detailed look at the planning process and outlines elements of a successful planning program, while Planning 
& Zoning Decision-making aims to help planning and zoning officials reach defensible, effective decisions and build a strong community based 
on sound planning principles and procedures. Books will be distributed at check-in. A limited number of publications will also be available to 
purchase on-site while supplies last. 

Cancellation, Substitution & Switching Policy: Written cancellation requests received at the MTA office by May 2 will receive a full refund. No refunds will be 
issued thereafter. You may switch workshop locations at no charge if you notify MTA of the change at least one week prior to the workshop; otherwise, a $25/person 
fee will be assessed. You may substitute another individual from your township without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change.

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  P & Z  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m

  Check enclosed (payable to MTA)
  Charge to: (circle one)       MasterCard          VISA   

                        -                       -                        -                        

  Card #                                                                                                    Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                                      Signature

/

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed. 

_________________________________________________________________________
 Township           

_________________________________________________________________________
 Telephone                                                                                                  Email

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name & Title                            Purchase P&Z book package?    Yes    No

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name & Title                            Purchase P&Z book package?    Yes    No

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name & Title                            Purchase P&Z book package?    Yes    No

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name & Title                            Purchase P&Z book package?    Yes    No

     County
Which location will you attend?

  May 16: Ramada Inn, Grayling
  May 23: The Shack, White Cloud
  May 30: Holiday Inn, Jackson

  REGULAR rate*: $113  For paid registrations received after May 2.

 ______ (# registered)   x   $113*                   =  $_________ 
 
 ______ (# of book packages)  x  ($72/package*)          =   $_________ 

                                      AMOUNT ENCLOSED              =    $_________ 
  

*Rate applies to MTA members. Non-members, call for rates.

Save time, register online!
www.michigantownships.org



Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467.

upcoming MTA workshop
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

How to Hang On to Your Township’s Assessing
Does your township’s assessing measure up? To keep this key function at the local level, 
townships must continue to strive for excellence. Your board simply cannot take a hands-off 
approach. Don’t assume that the job is covered—if something goes wrong, the township board  
(not the assessor) will be held responsible.

Don’t wait until your board is faced with the state’s audit of assessing practices!

This evening workshop is geared for every member of your township board. Clerks, treasurers, 
trustees and supervisors should take a few steps regularly to ensure their township’s assessing 
functions are running smoothly. Not only does this give your township a better chance of  
passing the state’s audit, it’s a great way to build trust and confidence with your community. 

MTA can help you understand the board’s role in assessing oversight. We’ll review 
responsibilities, the audit process and follow-up. Learn the penalties for not meeting minimum 
standards, along with other options for assessing. Gain insights from both the board and assessor 
perspective and explore trouble-spots from both a legal and a practical standpoint. Take away  
tips for monitoring your assessor, along with a checklist review sheet to help ensure your assessor 
meets requirements. Learn what to do if you have concerns regarding compliance and steps you 
can take to check the quality of your assessing.

Class is held from 4 to 9 p.m., with dinner served at 6 p.m. Dates and locations are:
June 10: Little Bear East Arena, 275 Marquette St., St. Ignace, (906) 643-8676
June 11: Magnusson Franklin Square Inn, 820 Shelden Ave., Houghton, (888) 487-1700
June 12: Heirman Center at Bay College, Escanaba, (906) 786-5802
June 18: Fetzer Center at WMU, 2350 Business Ct., Kalamazoo, (269) 387-3232
June 20: Fox Hill Event Center, 7640 Mackinaw Trail, Cadillac, (231) 775-7650
June 25: Bavarian Inn Lodge, One Covered Bridge Lane, Frankenmuth, (989) 652-7200

Cancellation, Substitution & Switching Policy: Written cancellation requests received at the MTA office by May 28 will receive a full refund. No refunds will be 
issued thereafter. You may switch workshop locations at no charge if you notify MTA of the change at least one week prior to the workshop; otherwise, a $25/person 
fee will be assessed. You may substitute another individual from your township without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change.

H a n g  O n  t o  Y o u r  A s s e s s i n g  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m

  Check enclosed (payable to MTA)
  Charge to: (circle one)       MasterCard          VISA   

                        -                       -                        -                        

  Card #                                                                                                    Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                                      Signature

/

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed. 

_________________________________________________________________________
 Township           

_________________________________________________________________________
 Telephone                                                                                                  Email

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name                                                                                                           Title                            

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name                                                                                                           Title

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name                                                                                                           Title

_________________________________________________________________________
 Name                                                                                                           Title

     County
Which location will you attend?

  June 10: St. Ignace   June 18: Kalamazoo 
  June 11: Houghton   June 20: Cadillac
  June 12: Escanaba   June 25: Frankenmuth 

Register online at
www.michigantownships.org

    x                      =    
# of Persons Registration Fee    Total

*Rates apply to MTA members.
Non-members, call for rates.

REGULAR rate*: $113        For paid registrations received after May 28.

EARLY-BIRD rate*: $91           For paid registrations received by May 28.
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The group of officials—who gathered from across the state, 
from Houghton County to southeast Michigan—heard from 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, the featured speaker for the annual 
event. Whitmer—who addressed the crowd just days before 
presenting her first state budget proposal—told the crowd her 
proposal would address what she believes are the two biggest 
crises facing our state—infrastructure and education. 

“Our infrastructure issues are generations in the making,” 
she said. “We failed to invest in ourselves. It robs our people 
and businesses of hard-earned money. No one wants to invest 
in a state that doesn’t invest in itself.” 

While the state’s budget hasn’t seen enough growth to 
fully restore statutory revenue sharing this year, Whitmer said 
it is her goal to move in that direction. She also committed 
to working with townships and ensuring that the local 
perspective is heard.

‘Speaking with 
one voice’ 

Nearly 200 gather for MTA’s Capital Conference

Nearly 200 township officials descended upon Lansing at the end 
of February for MTA’s 2019 Capital Conference, and they had a 
message for their lawmakers. Townships matter, and they’re a driving 

force in our state.

“My pledge to you is, so long as I am governor, you will 
have a seat at the table,” Whitmer said. “I will scrutinize 
everything to see what the real impacts are, so that we are 
thoughtful and moving forward together. 

“This is a phenomenal state,” Whitmer continued. “It’s on 
all of us to roll up our sleeves and do the hard work so we can 
continue to say that long into the future.” 

Prior to the governor’s address, attendees were welcomed 
by 2018 MTA President Ken Gauthier, who reminded 
officials that the annual advocacy day is an opportunity 
not only for officials to enhance their relationships with 
lawmakers, but also to learn more about current issues in 
Lansing impacting local government.

“Whether it’s property tax exemptions or marijuana 
legislation, we as township officials need to know the latest 
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in these issues,” he said. “Engaging in conversations with our 
legislators is just as important to them as it is to us.”

MTA Executive Director Larry Merrill also reminded 
officials that, in an age when politics are more divided than 
ever, the Association—and townships—draw strength when 
officials speak with a united voice and reaffirm one of MTA’s 
core values—local control. Bills are constantly introduced that 
preempt local authority, a problem that should concern all 
townships.

“When you look back at why MTA was created, advocacy 
was a core issue,” he said. “MTA’s credibility depends on 
township officials’ messaging mirroring our staff’s. We all 
need to be speaking from the same page. How do we speak 
with one voice at a time when our country is divided? We 
go back to our core values—not right or left wing, but local 
control. Local officials want to run things in a way that 
reflects their constituents.

“Issues don’t affect all townships equally,” Merrill 
continued. “There will be some issues that are important to 
one particular township, but aren’t to all townships. This is 
where a common voice comes in. Our collective power rests 
on whether we speak as one voice or as a house divided.”

Legislators also joined local officials at the event, which 
included an opportunity to discuss key township issues, such 
as a legislative resolution to the “dark store” assessing issue, 
the erosion of local authority and decreasing revenue, as well 
as the need for infrastructure improvements and broadband 
expansion. 

Experts from Michigan’s Department of Treasury, 
State Tax Commission and Bureau of Elections, as well as 
MTA legal counsel, led breakout sessions during the event, 
providing details on new marijuana regulations, assessing 
reform, election law changes and updates to the Uniform 
Chart of Accounts. 

The day rounded out with a panel discussion that provided 
attendees with the unique perspective of three state lawmakers 
who are former local officials—Rep. Jim Ellison (D-Royal 
Oak), Rep. Gary Howell (R-North Branch) and Rep. Luke 
Meerman (R-Polkton Chtr. Twp.). 

Meerman, a former Polkton Charter Township  
(Ottawa Co.) trustee, drew on his local government roots, 
echoing the need for local control, not one-size-fits-all 
government. “Usually top-down control doesn’t fit,” he said. 
“I think we have to go back to the idea that we want to keep 
government as close to the people as possible.”

Meerman emphasized the importance of local officials 
reaching out to their state lawmakers to share insights, 
experience and opinions—advice with which Ellison 
concurred. “Communication is everything,” he said. “We 
have hundreds of issues. It’s immensely helpful when I hear 
from my constituents.”

The MTA advocacy event was the perfect opportunity for 
attendees to establish or strengthen that rapport with state 
leaders. Watch MTA publications for details on our 2020 
Capital Conference.
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aroundthestate
t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

Since October 1863, when Civil War 
veteran Aaron Cooper transported his 
family up the newly made Newaygo 

and Northport State Road on a wagon pulled 
by two oxen in order to claim his 160 acres of 
Homestead Act land, Springville Township 
(Wexford Co.) has been fashioned by way of 
man-made transportation. First, it was the state road itself 
that brought residents to Springville. Then, the railroad 
coming through in the 1880s completely bypassed the 
village of Sherman by two miles, which resulted in the tracks 
turning west at Howard Mesick’s farm. A railroad engineer 
platted the Mesick farm into the future village of Mesick, 
leaving Sherman—then the Wexford County seat—high 
and dry without a train station. Lastly, the Hodenpyl Dam 
project in 1924 finalized the rural qualities of the township 
when the government regulated the use around the pond for 
“outdoor recreation.”

Much has happened in the township since those early 
pioneer days when the vast forest of trees was cut, and 
transported down the Manistee River and via the railroad. 
Many of those loggers stayed to raise families and share this 
area with the early Civil War veterans who wished for an 
independent, locally controlled government rule. These early 
folks became the area’s first local government officials. 

The community is now known for its fishing, 
boating, hunting, and a variety of other summer 
and winter activities. The Hodenpyl Pond, in 
addition to the normal stock of walleye, perch, 
trout, sturgeon, smallmouth bass, panfish and 
northern pike, is one of only two places in 
northwest Michigan where channel catfish can 
be caught. Eight campgrounds surround the 
pond, from the 240-site Northern Exposure 
Campground to the small, rustic Seaton Creek 

Springville Township
Campground. These campgrounds provide family outdoor 
entertainment of every kind.

Every year, the Mesick Mushroom Festival brings 
thousands of visitors to the area, not only to hunt for the 
elusive morel mushrooms, but also to enjoy the many 
facets of the festival. The highlight of the weekend is the 
Mushroom Parade on Saturday that has the streets lined with 
cheering people from young to old. 

The newest addition to the township is the new Springville 
Township Community Center and Library, which will be 
finished in November 2019. This beautiful building is a gift 
to the community that will boast a 2,400-square-foot library 
and a 2,500-square-foot recreational center. 



Thinkspring! 
We’re thinking spring around the MTA office, and that makes us want to celebrate! To share our cheer, we are 
extending our March Madness webcast sale into a Spring Fever webcast sale in May. All MTA webcasts will be  
half-off for the entire month of May! Helping to educate Michigan’s local officials is an incredible honor, and we just 
wanted to take the opportunity to show our appreciation. When checking out, use promo code: spring

Choose from more than 30 webcast topics under the following categories:
 Assessment & Taxation Board Essentials  Financial
 Planning & Zoning  New Officials Training  Township Governance Academy

MTA webcasts offer convenient, affordable education, bringing targeted township learning right to you—
whether to your township hall for the entire board to partake, to your office computer, or your own mobile device. 
And with prices half-off in May, there’s just no reason NOT to try them out! 

Detailed descriptions of each webcast are available online; visit MTA’s eLearning Library at  
www.michigantownships.org (under the “Training” drop-down menu) or view the full webcast 
library at https://mta.elevate.commpartners.com.

Onlinelearning

Save half-off all MTA 
webcasts in May!

Use the promo code: 
spring

t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t
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MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP 

PARTICIPATING PLAN

• Largest Public Act 138 program in Michigan Providing 
tailored Property/Casualty insurance coverages 
for public entities

• Underwritten by an A+ rated insurance carrier

• Supervised by a Michigan board of directors elected from 
the membership, by the membership

• Administered by Tokio Marine HCC Public Risk 
providing in-house underwriting, risk control 
and claims administration

• Servicing over 1300+ Michigan public entities

• Risk Reduction Grant Program

• Scholarship Reimbursement Program
Citizen Planner & Zoning Administrator

• Dividend Program

        For more information please call 1-800-783-1370
             or visit our website www.theparplan.com   

SERVING MICHIGAN
 PUBLIC ENTITIES SINCE 1985


