
 
 

 
Sept. 22, 2020 
 
The Honorable Tom Barrett, Chair 
The Honorable Kimberly LaSata 
The Honorable Edward McBroom 
The Honorable Roger Victory 
The Honorable Rick Outman 
The Honorable Dan Lauwers 
The Honorable Erika Geiss 
The Honorable Marshall Bullock 
The Honorable Adam Hollier 
Senate Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Committee Members,  
 
Our associations oppose Senate Bill 431 (S-6) before the Senate Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. The legislation removes the already-limited 
local oversight over the location and operations of sand and gravel mining. The 
changes would be dangerous to Michigan communities, schools, and the 
environment.  
 
Sand and gravel mining operations are important to our economy but can have 
significant negative impacts on our communities if not properly sited and 
operated. The current law works as permits filed have been overwhelmingly 
approved. Local involvement in gravel mining decisions is important to ensure 
issues are addressed to the benefit of all concerned. Planning and zoning 
decisions made at the local level are the best way to ensure that continues.  
 
The proposed ‘one size fits all’ standard creates a checklist of documents to 
submit. It is not responsive to concerns around groundwater contamination, 
noise pollution, or whether the remediation plan is sufficient to restore the site 
after the mining company is done with it.  
 
This legislation eliminates fair and sensible oversight from local governments 
over major mining operations that could have significant and lasting impacts 
for decades to come in their communities.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The legislation does not provide sufficient safeguards for residents to ensure adequate 
protections exist—especially when proposed operations are situated in a residential area, and it 
precludes a municipality from negotiating important issues regarding haul routes, hours of 
operation, or the ability to mitigate other negative impacts to the environment that could 
create health hazards (for example, there are no requirements for, or opportunity to review, 
the impacts on local wells).  

The coalition has put forth two proposals in a good-faith effort to reach a compromise and 
address the issues raised repeatedly by the industry during committee testimony. These 
establish a time period in which applications must be acted upon by a local unit of government 
for both an application review and for a decision on an application going through the planning 
commission process as well as create a fast-track approval process for applicants.  

The bill before you today does not allow any local government input in the permitting of a sand 
and gravel mining operation within a community. We urge your opposition to Senate Bill 431. 
Our associations remain ready to engage in discussions on this issue. 
 
 
Judith Allen 
Director of Government Relations 
Michigan Townships Association 
 

 
Jennifer Rigterink 
Legislative Associate 
Michigan Municipal League 

Deena Bosworth 
Director of Governmental Affairs 
Michigan Association of Counties  

Sean Hammond 
Policy Director 
Michigan Environmental Council 
 

Kathleen Lomako 
Executive Director 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 

Andrea Brown  
Executive Director 
Michigan Association of Planning 
 

Jennifer Smith 
Director of Government Relations 
Michigan Association of School Boards 

Nick Occhipinti 
Director of Government Affairs 
Michigan League of Conservation Voters 
 

 
  
 


