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unzoned communities, this is essentially the only option 
(per the MPSC order, discussed below), unless the unzoned 
community desires to change course and establish local 
zoning. In a zoned township, you may still opt to do nothing 
and leave the entire determination up to the MPSC.

Second, a township can adopt a “compatible renewable energy 
ordinance” (CREO). A CREO is a special kind of ordinance 
the township can adopt that regulates renewable energy 
facilities in the township. With a CREO, the township can 
require that the developer go through the township, and 
not the MPSC, to review and approve the renewable energy 
project. Importantly, however, the state law provides that 
“the requirements of [a CREO] are no more restrictive than 
the provisions included in section 226(8)” of PA 233. So, 
although the township can require that the developer go 
through a local process, the statute greatly limits the sorts 
of things that the township can consider in reviewing and 
approving that project. If the application complies with the 
requirements of section 226(8) but the township denies the 
application, the developer can submit their application to the 
MPSC and seek approval anyway.

�ird, a township can adopt a “workable” ordinance. A 
workable ordinance provides greater control to the township, 
but at greater risk. With a workable ordinance, a township 
adopts an ordinance that it knows is not a CREO: setting 
standards more stringent than what the statute allows. 
�e developer must voluntarily choose to follow this local 
ordinance instead of the MPSC. Importantly, a developer 
can always fall back on the state/MPSC process. �e 
township cannot force them to use a “workable” ordinance. 

Some developers have indicated that they still want to work 
with townships, rather than the state, in order to ensure local 
buy-in for the project. �e township may also be able to o�er 
a faster and easier process than the MPSC. Keep in mind 
that if the workable ordinance practically prohibits large-scale 
renewable energy projects, then the developer will just go 
straight to the MPSC; the ordinance needs to be “workable.”

The MPSC order
�e two public acts laid the foundation for the new 
regulations on renewable energy. However, they also left 
many questions unanswered. In the year since the acts were 
signed into law, the MPSC has been hosting work sessions, 
soliciting expert opinions, and taking public comments 
on the implementation of the legislation. �roughout the 
entire process, MTA and its legal counsel participated in 
each MPSC stakeholder meeting, provided detailed input 
and feedback on all draft guidance, and shared with the 
commission background on local land use considerations such 
as site plan review and decommissioning. �is whirlwind 
of activity culminated with the release of the MPSC’s order 
on Oct. 10, 2024, which re�ned and clari�ed some of the 
confusion, but still left many questions unanswered. �e 
following will lay out some of the major updates from the 
MPSC’s order—and also what questions remain.

1. ‘A�ected local unit’
PA 233 de�nes an “a�ected local unit” (ALU) as “a unit of 
local government in which all or a part of a proposed energy 
facility will be located.” �is can include a “county, township, 
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city, or village.” The definition of an ALU is important, 
because only ALUs can adopt CREOs, obtain special 
funding to intervene in a hearing at the MPSC, and obtain 
notice of proposed renewable energy projects. 

Initially, based on the definition from PA 233, it was 
thought that an ALU was every local unit of government in 
which the proposed energy facility would be located. This 
meant that, at a minimum, every project would have two 
ALUs: the local municipality (township, city or village) 
where the project was located, and the county in which that 
locality was located.

However, under the MPSC order, an ALU is limited to 
be only the unit of local government with zoning jurisdiction. 
This limits most projects to a single ALU, because no two 
entities can share zoning jurisdiction over the same single 
parcel. However, projects may still contain multiple ALUs if 
they span multiple zoning jurisdictions, such as a project that 
crosses township boundaries. 

Under the MPSC order, in a township that has county 
zoning or no zoning, the township will not receive the 
intervenor funds to participate in the MPSC approval process 
and will not receive the one-time $2,000 per MW host 
community fee.

2. Unzoned communities
Following from the discussion of an ALU, the MPSC order 
also clarified some important points regarding unzoned 
communities. Because an ALU only includes the unit of 

local government with zoning jurisdiction, an unzoned 
township cannot be considered an ALU. This means that an 
unzoned township gets very few benefits or opportunity for 
input under the acts. Unzoned townships are not permitted 
to adopt a CREO. They also will not receive any notice of 
meetings or hearings regarding proposed projects in their 
jurisdiction. Further, unzoned townships will not obtain any 
funds to intervene in the application process at the MPSC. 

3. Hybrid projects
Many projects contain only one renewable energy facility 
type: either all solar panels, all wind turbines, or all battery 
energy storage systems. It is relatively simple to calculate 
whether these projects reach the required size for PA 233: 
just count the MW. However, the MPSC order has also 
included so-called “hybrid” projects. These are projects that 
combine wind, solar and/or battery storage systems—for 
example, a solar project that also includes battery storage 
elements that can store the power generated by the solar 
panels until it is needed in the electrical grid. 

For these hybrid projects, the MPSC order states that  
the combined MW of all renewable energy elements is used 
to calculate whether the project reaches the required size. 
In our example solar + battery co-located project, a 30 MW 
solar facility with 20 MW battery storage would reach the  
50 MW minimum to be governed by this MPSC process, 
even though the two parts individually would not. Another 
hybrid example would be a collocated 20 MW wind facility 
with 40 MW battery storage and 40 MW solar to reach the 
100 MW minimum for a wind facility. 

The order further goes on to explain that if an ALU wants 
to regulate a hybrid facility through a CREO, then it could 
have a single CREO ordinance addressing each of the hybrid 
uses or separate CREOs for each hybrid use.

4. Definition of CREO
As noted, a CREO can be no more restrictive that the 
provisions included in section 226(8) of PA 233. Section 226(8) 
establishes the minimum setbacks, fencing, height, sound and 
lighting for solar, wind and battery storage projects.

The MPSC order states that to be a CREO, “the 
ordinance must be no more restrictive than PA 233 for the 
technology type(s) addressed in the ordinance.” If a township 
adopts a CREO that is in any way more restrictive than 
section 226(8) and then denies the application on the basis 
of a more restrictive provision, then the township runs the 
risk that the developer will just go to the MPSC for approval 
of the project. If this occurs, the township loses out on the 
$75,000 intervenor fund to participate in the MPSC approval 
process. 

It should further be noted that if a township has a 
moratorium on development of energy facilities, then it 
cannot be considered to have a CREO.

As of Township Focus press time, the MPSC order stands as valid and will 
govern the application process for renewable energy projects, effective  
Nov. 29, 2024. Townships should reach out to their legal counsel to discuss 
their options, in particular whether the township wants to do nothing and 
wait, adopt a CREO, adopt a workable ordinance, or something else. 
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5. Sound regulations
The MPSC order establishes some more specific details 
on sound monitoring and compliance. Without diving too 
deep into the details, the MPSC has essentially adopted the 
American National Standards Institute sound modeling, 
which includes how sound interacts with walls and structures 
on adjacent properties. The order makes the maximum sound 
levels stricter, essentially requiring quieter systems. 

The order also requires that developers conduct pre-
construction sound modeling, to predict where and how sound 
will be generated on the property. It further requires post-
construction monitoring, paid for by the developer, to confirm 
that the project does not exceed the maximum sound levels.

6. Notice of meetings
Under PA 233, the developer is required to hold a meeting 
in the ALU regarding the project and provide opportunities 
for public input at the meeting before filing an application 
with the MPSC. (If the developer determines to go through 
a workable ordinance or is going through a CREO, then the 
developer is not required to hold this public meeting and 
instead goes through the local ordinance process.) Unless 
otherwise requested by the township supervisor, the public 
meeting should start between 5 and 7:30 p.m. if held on a 
traditional workday of Monday through Friday. The public 
meeting should also be recorded or transcribed. The notices 
must be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
each ALU or a comparable digital alternative at least  
14 days prior to the public meeting. The notice must also be 
submitted to the township clerk at least 30 days in advance of 
the public meeting.

The developer is also required to provide public notice and 
the opportunity to comment on an application. However, the 
notice of the right to comment on a project must be mailed 
to postal addresses within one mile of a solar or battery 
storage project, and within two miles of a wind project. These 
enhanced notice requirements are to ensure that those closest 
to the project, and therefore most impacted by it, have an 
opportunity to comment on the development. However, 
there is no requirement that the developer or the MPSC 
respond to or address any comments.

7. MPSC application process
If the developer goes through the MPSC (either because the 
township does not have a CREO, has adopted a workable 
ordinance that the developer does not like, or because the 
township adopted what it thought was a CREO but was 
not), the process is much more comprehensive than is 
permitted by a CREO at the township. The MPSC has been 
granted more expansive power of review than a township 
under a CREO, and the MPSC order clarifies what extra 
elements they will consider.

For example, the developer must provide a detailed report 
on the public benefits of the facility. If the proposed project 
is on undeveloped land, the developer must also identify 
feasible alternative locations (such as brownfield or developed 
areas) and explain to the MPSC why those sites were not 
chosen. 

The MPSC also requires that a developer meet with 
local first responders and fire departments to discuss their 
capabilities to handle emergencies at the renewable energy 
site. The developer is also required to pay for or hold training 
for emergency personnel to address any gaps in managing 
emergencies at these energy sites.

Further, the MPSC requires the developer to pay for 
a third-party independent monitor who will be on the 
construction site at least once per week for the duration 
of construction. This monitor will evaluate whether the 
developer is following their proposed plans and also report 
any concerns to the MPSC.

8. Eminent domain
Finally, many townships have asked MTA whether the new 
law gives the state, the MPSC or developers the power of 
eminent domain. In other words, can property owners be 
forced to lease or sell off their land to be used in renewable 
energy projects? The MPSC has clarified that participating or 
not participating in a renewable energy project is a decision 
for individual landowners. The certificate from the MPSC 
to the developer to locate their site does not include the 
power of eminent domain; it does not require landowners to 
participate against their will.

Pending litigation challenges MPSC order
It is also important to note that the MPSC order is currently 
subject to legal challenge. Dozens of Michigan townships 
and several counties have jointly filed an appeal to the 
Michigan Court of Appeals contesting certain aspects of 
the MPSC order. This appeal does not challenge the laws 
as a whole—it only challenges the MPSC order and specific 
provisions therein.

First, the appeal challenges the authority of the MPSC  
to adopt the order at all. The MPSC is considered an agency 
of the State of Michigan. Agencies in Michigan must 
generally follow the Administrative Procedures Act (APA), 
MCL 24.201, et seq. The APA allows an agency to interpret 
or explain statutes through orders. However, part of the APA 
requires that establishing substantive rules and standards 
must be done through a process known as “rulemaking.” The 
appeal alleges that the MPSC’s order establishes substantive 
standards and was therefore required to go through 
“rulemaking.” The MPSC did not go through the formal 
rulemaking process when issuing its order. 
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Second, the appeal challenges the definition of a 
CREO put forth by the MPSC. PA 233 defines a CREO 
as “an ordinance that provides for the development of 
energy facilities within the local unit of government, the 
requirements of which are no more restrictive than the 
provisions included in section 226(8).” The MPSC order 
further provides that “a CREO may only contain the setback, 
fencing, height, sound, and other applicable requirements 
expressly outlined in Section 226(8) of Act 233 and may not 
contain additional requirements more restrictive than those 
specifically identified in that section.” The appeal argues that 
the MPSC’s order unlawfully restricts a CREO, and instead 
argues that local units are authorized by the statute to impose 
additional regulations on energy facilities.

Third, the appeal challenges the definition of an affected 
local unit. As discussed, the MPSC order defines an ALU 
as “only those local units of government that exercise zoning 
jurisdiction.” The act defines an ALU as “a local unit of 
government in which all or part of a proposed energy facility 
will be located.” The appeal argues that the MPSC order 
unlawfully restricted the definition of an ALU by zoning 
jurisdiction and that it should instead include all local units 
in which the project is located (county, township, city and/or 
village).

Fourth, and finally, the appeal challenges the definition  
of a “hybrid facility.” The appeal argues that the MW values 
of the individual components should not be added together 
to determine whether the project reaches the minimum  
MW requirement to be covered by the act. Instead, the 
appeal argues that each individual piece (solar, wind or 
battery energy storage) must meet its own minimum  
MW requirement before it will be covered by the act. 

Effect of the litigation
As of the writing of this article, the appeal is still pending 
and no court orders have been issued. The appellants have 
requested that the Court of Appeals vacate (in other words, 
invalidate) the MPSC order in its entirety, or at least the 
specific parts described above. They also ask that the Court of 
Appeals block the MPSC from enforcing any part of its order 
while this appeal is ongoing. 

The filing of the lawsuit does not automatically invalidate 
or halt the enforcement of the MPSC order. Those decisions 
must be made by the Court of Appeals in a formal court 
order. It is unknown at this time whether the Court of 
Appeals would grant a stay while the case is pending, or 
whether the court will ultimately invalidate the entire order.

What is known for certain is that this lawsuit is not 
challenging the acts as a whole. Even if the MPSC order 
is invalidated, PA 233 and 234 are still valid pieces of 
legislation that took effect Nov. 29, 2024. The MPSC order 
clarified, and perhaps changed, some aspects of the acts, but 
their overall structure and preemption scheme will remain 
whether the appeal succeeds or fails.

Consult with your legal counsel
As of Township Focus press time, the MPSC order stands as 
valid and will govern the application process for renewable 
energy projects, effective Nov. 29, 2024. Townships should 
reach out to their legal counsel to discuss their options, in 
particular whether the township wants to do nothing and wait, 
adopt a CREO, adopt a workable ordinance, or something else. 
Please note that different attorneys have different interpretations 
of the acts and the MPSC order. It is important that the 
township does not take any action without consulting its legal 
counsel, as missteps can result in very negative consequences for 
the township as it relates to renewable projects.

To stay up to date on the latest news and updates regarding 
renewable energy legislation, the MPSC order and the 
pending appeal, watch MTA publications, including Township 
Focus and the weekly Township Insights e-newsletter. 
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Information provided in Financial Forum should not be considered legal advice,
and readers are encouraged to contact their township auditor and/or attorney 
for advice specific to their situation.  

Imlay City
(810) 724-1120

Marlette
(989) 635-3113www.king.cpa

In the world of public accounting, staying up to date 
with new regulations is crucial, particularly for township 
officials responsible for maintaining and reporting 

financial information. One of the newer updates from the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is 
Statement 101, which introduced new guidance for reporting 
compensated absences. This new standard, released in June 
2022, had significant implications for how townships account 
for and report employee benefits, particularly paid leave.

What is GASB Statement 101?
GASB Statement 101, effective for fiscal years beginning 
after Dec. 15, 2023, focuses on the financial reporting of 
compensated absences, which refer to paid leave earned by 
employees but not yet taken (or leave taken and not yet paid), 
such as vacation, sick leave or paid time off (PTO). GASB 101 
aims to facilitate more transparent and consistent reporting of 
compensated absences, which will improve comparability across 
local units of government. This will help provide more clarity 
to both internal officials, such as township boards, and external 
parties, including auditors, bondholders and the general public.

Key changes for township officials
For some Michigan townships, reporting compensated 
absences is not new. However, GASB Statement 101 
introduces important changes that township officials 
everywhere need to be aware of:
Recognition of a liability: Under GASB 101, townships must 
recognize a liability for compensated absences when earned 
by the employee, not just when the leave is taken. This means 
that almost all accrued PTO is recorded as a liability for the 
township, even if the employee has not yet taken the leave. 
Previously, townships were required to report liabilities for 
earned but unused compensated absences; however, the 
timing and method of recognition could vary. In contrast, 
GASB Statement 101 clarifies that most all earned leave 
accruals must be reported as liabilities in the financial 
statements as they are accrued, ensuring a more consistent 
approach to recognizing these obligations.
Inclusion of salary-related payments: GASB Statement 101 
expands the scope of compensated absences to include salary-
related payments, such as employer contributions to retirement 
plans, Social Security and Medicare that are directly associated 
with earned compensated absences. This means townships 
must not only account for the value of unused leave but also 
recognize the additional costs tied to these benefits when 
employees take their leave or are paid out.
Estimation of leave usage patterns: Townships will need to 
estimate how much of the accrued compensated absences 
liability is expected to be paid out in cash versus leave that 
is more likely than not (greater than 50% chance) to be used 
as time off. This requires careful tracking of employee leave 
usage patterns to develop reasonable estimates. By accurately 

Understanding compensated absences in your township
estimating these usage patterns, townships can better manage 
their financial obligations and ensure that they have adequate 
resources allocated for future payouts.

Steps to compliance
To ensure compliance with GASB Statement 101, township 
officials should begin by reviewing current policies and systems 
for tracking employee leave. Here are a few steps to consider:
Review employment policies: Make sure your township’s 
employment policies clearly define the types of leave 
employees are entitled to, how leave accrues, and any limits 
on carryover or payouts. These policies will directly impact 
how compensated absences liabilities are calculated.
Enhance recordkeeping systems: Ensure township 
recordkeeping systems accurately track accrued leave. You 
may need to collaborate with your payroll service provider to 
gather the necessary data.
Coordinate with auditors: Given the complexity of the new 
reporting requirements, it’s essential to coordinate early 
with your auditors to ensure that your township is meeting 
the new standards. Auditors can provide guidance on best 
practices for tracking and reporting these liabilities.

Why this matters
GASB 101 represents more than just a change in accounting 
practices—it’s about creating a more accurate picture of the 
township’s finances. This improved accuracy allows township 
boards to make more informed decisions regarding budgeting, 
long-term planning and resource allocation. Accurate financial 
statements also benefit township residents, who rely on 
transparent reporting to assess how their tax dollars are managed. 
When financial obligations are clearly represented, it fosters trust 
and accountability, enabling residents to engage meaningfully in 
discussions about fiscal policy and budget priorities. By aligning 
reporting practices with public sector best practices, GASB 101 
strengthens the foundation for informed decision-making by 
both township officials and the constituents they serve.
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Why broadband matters
Broadband access is critical to all Michigan communities, 
and their residents, affecting:
Economic growth. Increasing opportunities for businesses and 
job growth.
Rural development. Supporting rural communities with availability 
of e-commerce and digitization of business practices.
Innovation. Fostering entrepreneurship by providing access to 
self-employment tools and services.
Education. Access to online learning at all levels, homework 
assistance and virtual classrooms for all.
Healthcare. Improve overall health outcomes with 
telemedicine appointments, health information access and 
remote monitoring.
Connectivity. Staying connected with friends, family, local 
governments and the world.

How you can be involved
Internet service providers (ISPs) will submit applications 
to MIHI to secure grant funding to build to each BEAD-
eligible location in our state. Local officials’ leadership will be 
important in helping ensure that the BEAD program works 
well for your community and your constituents. 

Connecting your community: The power of 
broadband and the BEAD program

The Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) program is 
moving forward and will soon be accepting grant applications. Nearly  
$1.6 billion in federal funding has been allocated to deploy infrastructure to 

unserved and underserved homes, businesses and community anchor institutions 
across our state. Final lists and maps of BEAD-eligible locations will be available 
in the coming weeks from the Michigan High-Speed Internet Office (MIHI).   

Township letters of support will be considered as part of 
grant application scoring: you can provide a letter of support 
to one project, multiple projects, or none at all. It is important 
to know: no BEAD-eligible location will be left out. Any 
internet service provider who tells you that you must “act now” 
so that your township is not left behind is not being truthful. 

As the state prepares for Michigan’s BEAD program, 
MIHI encourages township officials to:
•  Communicate with ISPs that may approach you to share 

information about their potential applications.
•  Share with the ISPs any input that you may have regarding 

their proposals (e.g., what permits will be required, best 
construction routes to minimize impact to the community).

•  If you have not done so already, work with your colleagues 
to ensure that you are preparing to review and respond to 
permit applications that you anticipate receiving in 2025 
for BEAD-funded projects.
Have questions about Michigan’s BEAD program and 

what it may mean for your township? Contact MIHI at 
LEO-MIHighSpeedInternet@michigan.gov. You can also 
learn more on MIHI’s BEAD website, www.michigan.gov/
leo (click on “Bureaus & Agencies,” then “MIHI,” “Funding 
Opportunities” and “BEAD”).
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N e w  O f f i c i a l s  T r a i n i n g  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION

_______________________________________________________________   
Township & County

_______________________________________________________________  
Name & Title                                Purchase books?  Basics   Essential

_______________________________________________________________  
Email address

_______________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                Purchase books?  Basics   Essential

_______________________________________________________________  
Email address

Which location will you attend?

Confirmations, with locations, directions, lodging information and 
event policies, will be sent via email to individual registrants. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

New Officials Training
This full-day, in-person event—held at 13 locations across the state—is essential 
to help newly elected officials start out on the right foot! Designed to build on 
your abilities and understanding of township government, MTA’s New Officials 
Training will enable you to successfully represent and serve your residents while 
shaping your community’s future. We’ll review the “hows and whys” of township 
government, and explore the duties and responsibilities of the township board— 
and your role. We’ll start out the day (at 9 a.m.) with discussion on:
• What Townships Do—and Don’t Do: Every township’s required government functions,  
  plus the optional “do’s and don’ts.” 
• Who’s in Charge (and What Did I Get Myself Into)?: How township boards work.
• Public vs. Private: You’re the government, using public money—what are the rules?  
  What is your “fiduciary” responsibility?
• Township Revenues: How does a township pay for government programs and services?
After lunch (included with your registration), join the breakout session (1 to 4 p.m.) geared for your office. Here’s what we’ll review:
• Clerks: Records, minutes, notices, financial administration and reporting, accounts payable, elections and additional duties
• Supervisors: Meeting management, ordinances, lawful expenditures, budgets, township administration, overseeing assessing and
  risk management
• Treasurers: Financial administration, internal controls and reporting, selecting township financial institutions and investments, and  
  receiving and receipting money 
• Trustees: Understanding your role (hint: all board members are “trustees” at the head table), including budgeting, decision-making, and 
  fiduciary responsibility (looking out for the township’s best interests)
Can’t make the date nearest you? There’s an online option, too! Watch a recorded class (available Dec. 20), then join us online for a live Q&A  
to get your questions answered in real time. We’ll begin at 10 a.m. as follows:
        Clerks: January 27           Supervisors: January 28           Treasurers: January 29           Trustees: January 30

Continue learning with MTA publications: Members save up to 20% off our township-targeted resources when purchased with registrations:
OPTION 1: Township Basics package ($94.50 discounted rate; online registrants, include $6 for shipping) Includes Official’s Guide to Township 
Government (specific to your office), Authorities & Responsibilities of Michigan Townships, and Introduction to Township Board Meetings 
OPTION 2: Township Essentials collection ($230 discounted rate; online registrants, include $10 for shipping) Includes resources in the 
Township Basics package PLUS Building a Better Budget, Introduction to the Freedom of Information Act, The Township Guide to Planning & 
Zoning and Policy Matters!

Send completed registration form to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078,
fax to (517) 321-8908 or email rebecca@michigantownships.org. Need event registration assistance?

Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 226. For other event-related questions, call (517) 321-6467, ext. 234.

 Dec. 10: Muskegon        Jan. 6:   Houghton
 Dec. 11: Lansing        Jan. 7:   Harris
 Dec. 12: Kalamazoo        Jan. 8:   Sault Ste. Marie
 Dec. 17: Frankenmuth        Jan. 14: Port Huron
 Dec. 18: Hale         Jan. 15: Gaylord
 Dec. 19: Thompsonville        Jan. 16: Mt. Pleasant
 Online option         Jan. 17: Ann Arbor

Payment Options
 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)  OR   Invoice my township (members only)
 Charge to: (circle one)                       MasterCard                            VISA   

                            
Card #                                                                                                            Expires

Print Card Holder’s Name              CSV (3-digit code)                              Signature

►  Online Rate*: $150/person
►  In-person Early Rate*: $150/person Expires two weeks prior to event
►  In-person Regular Rate*: $180/person Applies two weeks prior to event

For on-site registration, as space allows, add $20

 ______ (# registered)   x   $______ (rate*)           = $______ 
 ______ (# of Basic kits)  x  ($94.50/package*)   = $______ 
 ______ (# of Essential kits) x ($230/package*)   = $______ 
(Online attendees, add $6 per Basics package and $10 per Essentials
package, for shipping and handling)

                            AMOUNT ENCLOSED            =  $______
*Rate applies to MTA members. Non-members, call for rates.
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Confirmations, with locations, directions, lodging information and 
event policies, will be sent via email to individual registrants. 

Send your completed registration form to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax to (517) 321-8908, email rebecca@michigantownships.org or register online at www.bit.ly/twptraining. 

Need event registration assistance? Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 226. For other event-related questions, use ext. 234

Every board of review member (and alternate) must complete State Tax Commission-approved training at least once every two years. 
MTA offers both in-person and online Board of Review Training. We’ve got advanced training, too! Whether you need to satisfy 
the biennial training requirement OR are seeking next-level training, we’ve got you covered. Regardless which class you choose, every 
participant will receive comprehensive handouts and resource materials, including samples, updated forms and bulletins, as well as 
guidance and information created specifically for the board of review.

Board of Review Training Registration Form
Must include which session EACH person will attend. 

r Early-bird Rate*: $100/person  Expires three weeks prior to event date      
r Regular Rate*: $125/person  Begins three weeks from event date
r Late Rate*: $150/person  Applies one week prior to event date      

   ____ (# registrants)   x   $______ (rate)  =  $_______ 
   ____ (# of books)   x   $______ (rate )    =  $_______ 
                                                     AMOUNT ENCLOSED    =  $_______ 

*Rate applies to MTA members. Non-members, call for rates.

PA 660 Required Training for Board of Review Members
(Approved by the STC; meets the biennial training requirement)
• Overview of the board’s role and statutory authority
• How to handle protests
• July and December boards of review
• Key items for 2025

Check-in and lunch begin at 11 a.m. and sessions are held from 
noon to 4 p.m. Dates and locations for in-person training include:

Prefer online training? Choose from:
  Feb. 6: 4-8 p.m.               Feb. 18: 1-5 p.m.               Feb. 28: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Online participants must keep their cameras on for the full duration of class and  
complete a quiz at the end of to receive certification. OR

MTA’s Board of Review Guide: 
In-person attendees may purchase the 2025 edition of MTA’s Board of 
Review Guide for the discounted onsite rate of $37.40/book (member rate 
only; non-members, call for rates). Books will be distributed on-site.
Rate for online registrants is $44/book, which includes shipping and 
handling.

Choose your training, date and method of participation:

r Feb. 3:  Muir
r Feb. 4:  Lawrence
r Feb. 5:  Jackson
r Feb. 6:  Online via Zoom
r Feb. 11: Frankenmuth
r Feb. 12: Hale
r Feb. 13: Gaylord

r Feb: 18: Online via Zoom
r Feb. 19: Mt. Pleasant
r Feb. 20: Cadillac
r Feb. 25: Marquette
r Feb. 26: Sault Ste. Marie
r Feb. 28: Online via Zoom

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Township & County

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name & Title                                                                                                             Email (required for online training)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name & Title                                                                                                             Email (required for online training)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name & Title                                                                                                            Email (required for online training)

Confirmations, including location details and/or online instructions will be sent via email. To add or update 
an email, contact MTA at (517) 321-6467, ext. 231 or email database@michigantownships.org.

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training  OR  r Advanced Training Add a book:   Yes   No

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training  OR  r Advanced Training Add a book:   Yes   No

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training  OR  r Advanced Training Add a book:   Yes   No
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Scenario—If you: Training—then you must:

Are newly appointed Complete training before acting at any board of review meeting.

Were reappointed and completed 
training in Jan./Feb. 2023

Complete PA 660 Required Training in Jan./Feb. 2025.

Were reappointed and completed 
training in Jan./Feb. 2024

Complete PA 660 Required Training in Jan./Feb.  2026;  
this year, you could attend MTA’s Advanced Training.

Completed training mid-year 2023 Must complete PA 660 Required Training by two-year date on certificate. 
Consider Jan./Feb. 2025 to get on biennial cycle (mid-year training is limited).

Completed training mid-year 2024 Must complete PA 660 Required Training by two-year date on certificate in 
2026; this year, you could attend MTA’s Advanced Training.

Advanced Training: Board of Review Management 
(For those who’ve already met the biennial training requirement; 
this class does NOT meet the STC’s biennial training requirement)
• Procedural changes 
•  Best practices for minutes and agendas
•  Administration of paperwork and forms
•  How to respond and when to punt to your assessor
•  2025 trouble spots and hot topics
•  Key points of the PA 660 audit

Check-in and lunch begin at 11 a.m. and sessions are held from 
noon to 4 p.m. Dates and locations for in-person training include:

Feb. 5:    Commonwealth Commerce Center, Jackson
Feb. 13: Treetops Resort, Gaylord
Feb. 19: Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant

Prefer online training? Join us Feb. 27: 1-5 p.m

PA 660 Required Training 

r Feb. 5: Jackson
r Feb. 13: Gaylord

r Feb. 19: Mt. Pleasant
r Feb. 27: Online via Zoom

Advanced Training 

Uncertain which class you need?

Feb. 3: Log Cabin Inn Banquet Center, Muir 

Feb. 4: Van Buren ISD Conference. Center,
              Lawrence 

Feb. 5: Commonwealth Commerce Center, 
              Jackson

Feb. 11: Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth

Feb. 12: Eagle Pointe Plaza, Hale

  Feb. 13: Treetops Resort, Gaylord

   Feb. 19: Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant

  Feb. 20: Evergreen Resort, Cadillac

  Feb. 25: Northern Center at NMU,
                   Marquette

  Feb. 26: Walker Cisler Center at LSSU,  
                   Sault Ste. Marie

Payment Options
 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)  OR   Invoice my township (members only)
 Charge to: (circle one)                       MasterCard                            VISA   

                            
Card #                                                                                                            Expires

Print Card Holder’s Name              CSV (3-digit code)                              Signature
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Filer Charter Township

Filer Charter Township (Manistee Co.), nestled 
along Lake Michigan just south of the City 
of Manistee, is an integral part of the greater 

Manistee community. The township is home to a 
diverse industrial base, boasts a thriving commercial district, 
and its scenic landscapes offer breathtaking views of Lake 
Michigan to the west and Manistee Lake to the east.  

Founded by Delos L. Filer in 1867, the township’s history 
is rooted in the lumber industry. Filer, along with his sons, 
built a sawmill that fueled the local economy. As the lumber 
trade flourished, a railroad line was constructed in 1883 to 
support the expanding industry, and the rail station became 
known as “Filer’s Switch.”

Today, the township’s 2,300-plus residents embrace its 
history as a means of strengthening a sense of community, 
while township leaders—with community input—aim to 
work cooperatively on regional initiatives, make sound land-
use decisions, and embrace opportunity for transformation, 
such as developing a vision for the U.S. 31 corridor.

Established in the late 1960s, the Filer Township Fire 
Department moved to its current location in 1971—the same 
year it purchased the department’s first fire truck—and began 
a first response unit in 1990. After a millage was approved in 
2002, the station was renovated, including a large addition 
to house equipment. Today, the department’s 12 dedicated 
volunteers respond to 350 calls each year, serving township 
residents in 36 square miles.

The township’s four parks and recreational amenities help 
foster a healthy, active multi-generational community. Each 
season brings new activities to township parks for residents 
and visitors to enjoy, including trails, sports courts, picnic 
areas, and even a recreation center facility at Oak Hill Park, 
available to rent for weddings, events and parties. Two scenic 
parks are situated on the shores of Lake Michigan, including 
Sundling Park, which offers a trail to the beach and a newly 

paved parking area. Though modest, it provides residents and 
visitors easy access to the Great Lakes shoreline.

Magoon Creek Park, often referred to as the crown jewel 
of Filer Charter Township, spans 97 acres and features 2,300 
feet of Lake Michigan shoreline. Perched atop a 100-foot 
bluff, the park is equipped with numerous benches, picnic 
tables, grills and a pavilion. The natural beauty of Magoon 
Creek Park is evident in its rolling dunes, wooded trails and 
sandy beaches, which—along with the panoramic views of 
Lake Michigan—make this park a favorite destination for 
nature enthusiasts. Visitors can explore 1.5 miles of scenic 
hiking paths that wind through the forest, eventually leading 
down to the beach. The park is also a haven for wildlife, 
with deer and turkey frequently spotted amidst the trees and 
shrubs. The township remains committed to preserving the 
fragile dunes and allowing the natural landscape to evolve. 

The land that makes up the park was acquired in 1983 
with funds from a state Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Trust Fund grant and the area was developed 
the following year. In 2017, the township was awarded 
another DNR Trust Fund grant, which enabled a number 
of extensive improvements to the park, where the township 
recently planted five giant sequoias for the enjoyment of 
future generations. 
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Nominate a 
township official 
who inspires you! 

Nominee information 

Name ______________________________________________________  Title _________________________________________
Township ____________________________________________________  County ________________________________________ 
Email _______________________________________________________________  Phone number ________________________
How does the nominee reflect a “Unique and United” approach to township leadership?  _____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Your name __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your email _____________________________________________________ Your phone number ____________________________
Your relationship to the nominee ________________________________________________________________________________
Submit your nomination by Jan. 6. Complete an online nomination form at https://michigantownships.org/ 
spirit-of-mta-award, or return this form via email to awards@michigantownships.org or fax to (517) 321-8908, Attn. Julie.

Nominate them for the “Spirit of MTA” award! This annual award was created to recognize township 
leaders who defend and advance the best interests of their township and townships as a whole—as the 
organization has done on behalf of Michigan’s 1,240 townships for more than 70 years. We’ll honor the award 
recipient at our upcoming Annual Educational Conference in April 2025. Our Annual Conference theme of 
“Unique and United”encapsulates the nature—and strength—of township government, and nominations 
should highlight how the nominee’s public service reflects this philosophy. Only currently serving elected township board 
members are eligible for nomination; to avoid duplication, please consolidate nominations for the same individual from one township. 

Local leadership that honors the UNIQUE individuality 
of their community, yet works as a UNITED to 

strengthen township government throughout the 
state is something to be celebrated! Is there an 

elected official in your township who leads with a 
“Unique and United” approach to public service?
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Nominations  
are due  
Jan. 6!
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