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Andy Campbell, CPA, Director, Baker Tilly 
Municipal Advisors, LLC  
With legal insights from Steve Mann, attorney with Miller 
Can�eld and former Plymouth Charter Township (Wayne Co.) 
supervisor and trustee

Contact Campbell at andy.campbell@bakertilly.com or 
(517) 325-9655. 

�e goal is to have all stakeholders of the system on the 
same page as to what user rates are needed for the forecast 
period and to adopt these rates. 

A plan for the future
Rate studies are not easy to perform and require a lot of 
artistic decision-making, rather than a set scienti�c or 
mathematical answer for all. It is important to perform a rate 
study internally or externally at least once every �ve years. 
Rate studies provide your township with a defensible basis  
for user rates, conformity with legal requirements, and a 
cohesive and understandable plan for the future. If your 
township is in between this timing or is not convinced that 
now is the right time for a rate study, consider implementing 
in�ationary rate increases in the meantime. By the time 
the next rate study comes around, all stakeholders in your 
community will thank you.

Legal insight
The legal authority for townships to establish user rates and 

charges for utility systems, including water and sewer systems, 
is found in the Revenue Bond Act, Public Act 94 of 1933, as 
amended (MCL 141.101, et seq.). Note that the issuance of 
bonds is not required to exercise powers provided under the 
Revenue Bond Act. Speci�cally, MCL 141.121 requires that 
rates be set suf�cient to pay for (i) administration, operation 
and maintenance of the system, (ii) debt service on bonds 
payable from the system, (iii) any reserves required for bonds, 
and (iv) any other necessary expenditure for the system as 
required by township ordinance.

It is important to note that to exercise powers granted  
under the Revenue Bond Act, such as establishing rates,  
�xing or revising rates, establishing new rate categories,  
MCL 141.106 requires the action to be taken by ordinance. 
The act expressly allows the ordinance to be adopted at a 
single meeting (two readings are not required). After approval 
by the township board, the ordinance must be published once 
in a newspaper of general circulation within the township. The 
act also de�nes ordinance to include a resolution. So, action 
could be taken by resolution, but the resolution would need 
to be published after adoption and otherwise conform to the 
requirements of MCL 141.106.



Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 221

Under Public Act 660 of 2018, every board of review member (and alternate) 
must complete State Tax Commission-approved training at least once every  
two years. MTA can help! We’re offering both in-person and online Board 
of Review Training this February. You can choose from two classes, one that 
satisfies the training requirement OR another, more advanced class that  
explores common trouble spots, hot topics and other issues encountered by 
boards of review. You’ll walk away with critical insights, even if you’ve been  
on the board of review for years! Class takeaways are described at right.
Class participants will receive comprehensive handouts and resource materials, 
including samples, updated forms and bulletins, plus guidance and information 
created specifically for the board of review. (PA 660 Required Training meets 
state training requirements. Beyond the Basics does not, but has been submitted for 
assessors renewal credit. Watch MTA emails and website for approval confirmation.)

Join us in person! Both classes will be held concurrently. Dates and locations 
appear below. Check-in and lunch begin at 11 a.m. Sessions are held from  
noon to 4 p.m. 

Board of Review Training Registration Form

 
NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed.
r Check enclosed (payable to MTA)  OR  r Charge to: (circle one) MasterCard   VISA  

        

 Card #                                       CSV (3-digit code)            Expires

 Print Card Holder’s Name                                                   Signature

Must include which session EACH person will attend. 

r Early-bird Rate*: $100/person Expires two weeks prior to event date   
   Premium subscribers pay $80/person**  
r Regular Rate*: $125/person Begins two weeks from event date
 Premium subscribers pay $100/person**   
r On-site Rate*: $150/person Applies one week prior to event date   
     Premium subscribers pay $120/person**   

  ____ (# registrants)  x  $______ (rate)  = $_______ 
  ____ (# of books) x ($34.50/book* + shipping online only)  = $_______ 

                                                     AMOUNT ENCLOSED   = $_______ 

We’re offering two different classes this year to meet you where 
you’re at in your learning curve. Choose from:

PA 660 Required Training for Board of Review Members
(Meets the STC’s required training requirement)
• Overview of the board’s role and statutory authority
• How to handle protests
• July and December boards of review
• Key items for 2023 

OR
Beyond the Basics: Management of the Board of Review
(Pending STC approval for assessors renewal credit)
•  Key points of the new STC assessment roll audit 
•  What goes in the minutes and on the agenda
•  Tips and tricks: Handling paperwork and forms
•  What you need to know about the Open Meetings Act
•  Key questions: What can you answer, when to involve your 

assessor
•  2023 trouble-spots and hot topics

Instructor varies by location: Cindy Dodge, MCAO, MTA Member 
Information Services Liaison; Shila Kiander, MAAO, Director,  
Mecosta County Equalization; Debby Ring, MMAO; and Laurie Spencer, 
MMAO, Presque Isle Township (Presque Isle Co.) Assessor

MTA’s 2023 Board of Review Training

Continue the learning with MTA’s Board of Review Guide: Registrants 
may purchase the 2023 edition for $34.50/book (member rate 
only; non-members, call for rates) when registering for the 
class. Books will be distributed on-site or shipped to online 
registrants. Online registrants, please add $5 shipping/handling 
for orders up to $150; $10 for orders up to $350. 
Need to cancel, substitute or switch classes? Written cancellation requests 
received at MTA at least two weeks before the event date will receive a full 
refund. No refunds will be issued thereafter. In-person registrations can be 
switched to online upon timely request. If space allows, in-person registrants 
may switch locations at no charge if MTA is notified at least one week before 
the event; otherwise, a $25/person fee will be assessed. Another individual 
from the same township may be substituted for your registration at any time 
without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change.

Choose your date/method of participation:
In-Person Training  
r Feb. 1: Kalamazoo
r Feb. 2: Chelsea
r Feb. 7: Houghton
r Feb. 8: Harris
r Feb. 14: Alpena

r Feb. 15: Gaylord
r Feb. 16: West Branch
r Feb. 21: Lansing
r Feb. 22: Mt. Pleasant
r Feb. 23: Cadillac 
r Feb. 28: Frankenmuth 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Township

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name & Title                                                 Email (required for online training)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name & Title                                                 Email (required for online training)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name & Title                                                 Email (required for online training)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name & Title                                                 Email (required for online training)

County

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training OR r Beyond the Basics Add a book:  Yes  No

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training OR r Beyond the Basics Add a book:  Yes  No

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training OR r Beyond the Basics Add a book:  Yes  No

Attending: r PA 660 Required Training OR r Beyond the Basics Add a book:  Yes  No

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION

Those taking the required training online must participate live, keep their cameras 
on during class and complete a quiz at the end of to receive certification. 

Feb. 1: Fetzer Center at WMU, 
Kalamazoo
Feb. 2: Comfort Inn & Village 
Conference Center, Chelsea
Feb. 7: Memorial Union at MTU, 
Houghton
Feb. 8: Island Resort & Conference 
Center, Harris
Feb. 14: Alpena Events Complex 
(APlex), Alpena

Feb. 15: Treetops Resort Conference 
Center, Gaylord
Feb. 16: Quality Inn Forward 
Conference Center, West Branch
Feb. 21: LCC West Campus, Lansing
Feb. 22: Comfort Inn Conference 
Center, Mt. Pleasant
Feb. 23: Evergreen Resort, Cadillac 
Feb. 28: Bavarian Inn Lodge, 
Frankenmuth

Prefer to join us online? Choose from one of the following options:
PA 660 Required Training for Board of Review Members, held:
Feb. 10, 1-5 p.m., Feb. 27, 8 a.m. to noon OR March 2, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Beyond the Basics: Management of the Board of Review, held Feb. 27, 1-5 p.m. 

*Rate applies to MTA members; non-members, call MTA for rates. 
**Premium subscribers are townships that have purchased an MTA Online 
subscription at the Premium level. Find out if your township is a premium 
subscriber at www.michigantownships.org/learning/mta-online. 

Online Training
r Feb. 10: PA 660 Required 
r Feb: 27: PA 660 Required 

r Feb: 27: Beyond the Basics
r March 2: PA 660 Required



          
MTA has an  

ALL-NEW publication:
Assessing Your  

Township’s Assessing 

ORDER YOURS  
TODAY!

Property assessment is a core responsibility for 
Michigan townships, and all townships must 
focus on excellence in this area. The board of every 
township of any size, shape or financial status must
oversee and budget appropriately for proper
assessing. The ultimate responsibility for this essential 
township function lies with the township board. 
This book will help you understand what that 
responsibility looks like in practice.

Authored by Cindy Dodge, MTA Member Information 
Services liaison and a certified assessor, this brand-new 
MTA resource covers the entire property assessment 
process—from why assessing in Michigan looks like 
it does, to building your township’s assessing team, 
recordkeeping to equalization, and everything in 
between. This is the only book of its kind geared 
specifically to township oversight of property assessing.

Written in an accessible yet comprehensive style, this 
book is a must-have for every township. Order your 
copy now! 

Price is $43 for MTA members;  
$60 for non-members  

(includes shipping & handling!) 
 

ORDER FORM 
(please print neatly)

Name ___________________________________________________________

Position__________________________________________________________

Township ________________________________________________________

County __________________________________________________________

Phone (______________) __________________________________________

SHIPPING ADDRESS:
Street ___________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________, MI Zip______________

Assessing Your Township’s Assessing 
            Quantity _________ x $43 member price  =   $_____________

Total  $  

CHOOSE PAYMENT TYPE 

 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)    Invoice the township

 MasterCard or Visa #___________ ___________ __________ __________

CSV (3-digit code) ______  Exp. ______/______

_____________________________________________________________
Authorizing Signature

Return this order form to MTA, PO Box 80078, Lansing, MI 
48908-0078, fax to (517) 321-8908 or email to  

elsa@michigantownships.org, or order on the online Store at 
www.michigantownships.org.

Assessing your Township’s AssessingBy Cindy Dodge, MCAO

A guide for township boards

$60 non-member price



          REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Board Authorities, Responsibilities & Roles
Explore aspects of township government that every township official —
whether you are newly elected or have served for years—should know 
at this full-day class being held in conjunction with MTA’s Annual 
Conference & Expo. Join us April 17 from 9 a.m. to 3:50 p.m. for this 
pre-Conference class, which includes continental breakfast and lunch. 
You’ll walk away with insights into who does what, including how the 
township team works together to get it all done.  

Every board member has equal authority and responsibility at the 
head table. We’ll review a township board’s authority and take you 
on a deep dive into the key areas where you and your board exercise 
important policy decisions. You’ll get practical tips on keeping a 
productive focus on what matters most. Topics include:
• Board authority: Who decides what a township will do—and how? 
• Enabling statutes: Where do townships get their authority? What must townships do? What may a board choose to do?
• Revenue sources: How are townships funded? What options exist?
• Working with other local governments: Options for boards to make effective and productive partnerships
• Lawful expenditures: What may townships pay for?
• Administrative responsibilities: Getting things done by balancing statutory duties with township responsibilities
• Board roles: Who does what? What about duties that are not statutorily assigned?
• Township roles: Who sets the board agenda? Who is appointed Freedom of Information Act coordinator? What about the website,      
  township security and all those other functions?

• The power of local engagement: Why it’s important, what tools you can use and how you can make a difference

State law assigns each elected official specific duties and responsibilities, and sets forth rules and guidelines. But there are many 
routine actions and decisions not governed by statute. We’ll help you get a handle on who does what, from managing your township’s 
day-to-day operations to handling public funds, financial reporting and so much more! 
Presenters: Judy Allen, MTA Director of Government Relations; Cindy Dodge, MTA Member Information Services Liaison;  
and Catherine Mullhaupt, MTA Staff Attorney

Board Authorities, Responsibilities & Roles Registration Form 

upcoming MTA workshop

r  Early-bird Rate*: Expires March 20.
     $125/person (Premium subscribers pay $100/person**)

r  Regular Rate*: March 21 to April 3
     $150/person (Premium subscribers pay $120/person**)

r  On-site Rate*: After Dec. 3
     $175/person (Premium subscribers pay $140/person**)

 ______ (# registered)      x       $_______ (rate*)                     
 
                                                  AMOUNT ENCLOSED  =    $_________ 

  
*Rate applies to MTA members. Non-members, call for rates.

 _______________________________________________________________________________
Township                                                                                                            County

 _______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone                                                                                                              Email

 _______________________________________________________________________________
Name                                                                                                                      Title

 _______________________________________________________________________________
Name                                                                                                                      Title

 _______________________________________________________________________________
Name                                                                                                                      Title

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed. 
 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)

 Charge to: (circle one)                       MasterCard                            VISA   
                              

  Card #                                                                                                                         Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                        CSV (3-digit code)                                    Signature

 MICHIGAN 
TOWNSHIPS

ASSOCIATION

Send completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078,  
fax to: (517) 321-8908 or register online at https://bit.ly/MTAConf23 (select “pre-Conference only”  
to choose just this class). Already registered for our 2023 Conference? It’s not too late to add it!  

Visit https://bit.ly/MTAPreConf for online instructions OR use this form.

**Premium subscribers are townships that have  
purchased an online learning subscription to  

MTA Online at the Premium level. Find out if  
your township is a premium subscriber at  

www.michigantownships.org/learning/mta-online.
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Pass it on
Community unites around township library, 

helps it move—one book at a time

More than 200 volunteers showed up at the old library  
to form a human chain to transfer the library's book 
collection to the newly constructed library building nearby. 
Many began lining up about 1:45 p.m. By 2:10 p.m., a book 
entitled Pass It On by author Marilyn Sadler was heading 
down the human chain with a GoPro camera attached. It 
was a special way to record the moment, suggested by youth 
librarian Nicole Russell.

“We attached a GoPro to the picture book Pass It On, 
which is a story about the game telephone, where you start 
with one thing and it kind of changes to the end,” Russell 
said. “Which is where we are now—we’re starting with this 
little bitty building, and we’re moving to something much 
grander, much larger, and much more accessible to the 
people in our community.”

As the book was passed along, residents were able to 
record messages, saying hello to the new building, goodbye to 
the old building, or simply a message of greeting and unity.

At a time when there are often far too many signs of divisiveness in 
communities across the nation, just the opposite occurred on a  
bright fall weekend afternoon in Superior Charter Township 

(Washtenaw Co.), where hundreds gathered together to form a human chain  
to fill the shelves of their new library.

A long time coming
In 2006, Superior Charter Township joined the Ypsilanti 
District Library (YDL) group, and what was supposed to be 
a temporary stay in one of the rooms of a firehouse became 
a 15-year stint. The small library had only 4,000 books and 
just a few desktop computers. Residents needed and wanted 
more, but delays from the Great Recession through the 
pandemic had put the project on hold—that is until recently.

The new location is almost 6,000 square feet bigger than 
the old location, providing space for new amenities such as 
bigger book collections, educational gardens, a new drive-up 
service for dropping off books, more computers, and a fan 
favorite: new meeting rooms. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” said Mary Garboden, 
the public service administrator for YDL-Superior branch. 
“Everybody’s super excited. One of the features that people 
are the most excited about are the meeting rooms because our 
former location didn’t have any space that was closed off.” 
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Plans for a 650-foot interactive ground mural, created by 
a local artist, are also in the works, with hopes for completion 
by April or May. Residents were not only invited to share 
their input on a theme and features of the mural, but were 
also invited to work alongside the artist in the actual creation 
of the piece.

On Nov. 14, the doors of Superior Charter Township’s 
new library finally opened after roughly 15 years of efforts 
and planning for a more spacious building chock full 
of amenities. And residents, including Corrie Root, are 
excited about their new 7,800-square-foot, built-from-the-
ground-up library.

“I think it's wonderful,” said Root, who took part in the 
Saturday book chain. “We have been waiting for the new 
library for quite some time. [It] has been lovely ... in the fire 
station. But we need more space.”

Root only lives a couple of miles away from the library 
building, and said it was only right she came and showed 
support. “We wanted to come and support the library,” she 
added. “We’ve made some contributions to the new branch 
and wanted to [help with the move] and be part of that.”

Bringing a community together
Not only did residents come out to support the move but 
members from organizations like Second Baptist Church, 
based in nearby Ypsilanti, joined in as well. Church volunteer 
Jackie Hickmon said the organization was drawn to the 
event’s positivity. “We hear so much negativity in the world 

today,” she said. “To see a community of diverse individuals 
from diverse backgrounds come together, that’s really what 
community is all about.”

Sam Killian, YDL community relations specialist, said 
that everyone is quite excited about the move.

“Here we are ... and we’re finally opening the new space 
that we had intended to open for almost 15 years at this 
point,” Killian said. “[We’re] obviously really excited about 
what this is going to bring to the neighborhoods [near the 
new library location]. This means that now in our service 
area, everybody in the district is ... within a 10-minute drive 
of a full-service library and connected to all the resources that 
everybody needs here.”

 
Coming together to celebrate
The Superior Library group aimed to raise $2 million for 
the new building, and with the help of fundraising and 
donations, have achieved all but $100,000 of their goal. 
Fundraising efforts continue. 

The old location returned to its former duty as a space for 
the Superior Township Fire Department, while just a few 
miles away, the new library has opened its doors six days a 
week. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in November, 
with events in the new space taking place throughout the 
entire week, providing even more opportunities for the 
community to celebrate its new library—together.
This article is excerpted and reprinted from an article, authored by Chandra 
Fleming, published Oct. 9, 2022, in the Detroit Free Press.
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aroundthestate
t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

Rich in history, Norwich Township 
(Newaygo Co.) was organized in 
January 1872, making it the 15th 

township in the county. Before that time, 
the township had been a part of Big Prairie 
Township. In celebration of the township’s 150-year 
anniversary, Treasurer Phyllis Carlson complied a booklet 
of township history for residents. The content of the booklet 
were used for this article. 

During the 1880s, three unincorporated villages —
Woodville, Lumberton and Hungerford—were thriving parts 
of the township. The communities were connected by the 
railroad, which ran from Muskegon to Big Rapids. 

Woodville spread from Norwich Township into nearby 
Monroe Township. The settlement grew rapidly, due to the 
availability of timber. By 1883, the township included six 
school buildings and three churches. Woodville Church was 
rebuilt after a fire in 1889. Years later, the adjacent cemetery 
was sold to Monroe Township for $12. The church, called the 
Little White Church on the Hill, still serves its congregation 
today. Woodville continues as an active community today, due 
in part to the general store that provides a gathering place. 

As a result of the widespread lumbering operations 
at Lumberton, it was referred to as “lumber town.” The 
population grew to 248 by 1884, but disaster soon struck when 

the village’s entire lumber operation was 
destroyed by fire. Within just a few years, 
its railroad station and post office both 
closed.

Hungerford also began as a lumber 
camp, and the completion of the 
Chicago & Western Michigan Railroad 
advanced the lumber industry in the 
entire area. Hungerford was a stop 
along the railroad, with trains traveling 
through four times a day. At the peak 

of the lumber boom, Hungerford had a population of 362. 
Stockyards were built to hold the hundreds of sheep brought 
to the area to graze in a 5,000-acre area known as the Sheep 
Ranch. Today, this area is part of the Hun gerford Recreation 
Area in the National Forest System. Hungerford became a 
ghost town by 1926. A privately owned labyrinth garden is 
also located nearby, with additional woodland trails.

Norwich Township



MTA’s Annual Conference & Expo  
returns in April

Our annual event, returning to the Grand Traverse Resort  
April 17-20, is dedicated to showcasing and honoring the power 
of townships speaking with One Voice. Whether it’s your board 
speaking as one while serving your community, or leaders from 
Michigan’s 1,240 townships assembling as one advocate when 
reaching out to lawmakers, there is no question—township officials 
are an undeniable, powerful force when they unite with One Voice.

Together, we are stronger. Together, we can inspire confidence and 
change in our communities, region and state. Our 2023 Annual 
Conference will show you how. The event includes:

• 40+ breakout and plenary sessions, designed to provide knowledge, 
enhance your skills and inspire you to become a truly effective leader. Topics 
are designed for officials at every level and address a variety of concepts, 
trends and current issues in township government. 

• Pre-Conference classes, including Assessors Renewal: Assessing Your 
Relationships, Board Authorities, Responsibilities & Roles and Managing Your 
Township Team as well as our Legal Institute.

• Networking opportunities, including our Annual 
Banquet. Don’t miss the “3-D” Welcoming Reception 
(sponsored by Bendzinski & Co.), complimentary 
breakfast on Tuesday and Wednesday for all attendees 
(sponsored by Consumers Energy and Michigan CLASS), 
Networking Lounge (sponsored by Rehmann), Roaring 
‘20s Fun Night (sponsored by Michigan Township 
Participating Plan), and Afterglow Reception (sponsored by 
Burnham & Flower Insurance Group).

Can’t make it in 
person or prefer to 
take part online from 
your home or office? 
Our Virtual Conference is for you!

Watch us live—MTA will live stream (and 
record!) the most popular portions and select 
classes during Conference. We’ll provide plenty 
of guidance and tech tips in advance to make 
your participation just as smooth as possible. 
Can’t watch live? You’ll get access to the 
recorded versions from May through July 2023.

From the main stage—Catch our always-
informative Opening Session, ever-inspiring 
General Session, as well as the association’s 
Annual Meeting.

Key classes—Choose from two concurrent 
educational sessions featured during each 
time slot on April 18 and 19—you can watch 
live (and get your questions answered!) and/or 
watch recordings of all 10 sessions after  
the event! 

Hallway chat—Connect with your peers in 
the virtual hallways.

MTA Bookstore—Discover more than a dozen 
publications geared exclusively to township 
government and receive up to a 20% discount 
over regular rates when you order by July 31.

MTA Expo info—Get contact information for 
exhibitors who can offer tools and products to 
improve or enhance programs, systems and 
services in your community.

Live-streaming assistance provided by

MTA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE & EXPO
APRIL 17-20, 2023  |  GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT, ACME TOWNSHIP

REGISTER TODAY!
To learn more, download a registration brochure or register online,  

visit www.michigantownships.org/conference. Early-bird rates end March 20.  
After registering, reserve your hotel room at  

www.grandconnection.com/mta2023.



Let one of our experienced insurance 
professionals help you realize the benefits 

of purchasing your municipal insurance 
through the Hartleb Agency.

5840 King Highway, Kalamazoo  www.hartlebagency.com
phone: 269.385.5911   fax: 269.385.3370

Jonathan Koets
jonathankoets@hartlebagency.com
David Bellingar
davidbellingar@hartlebagency.com
Jim Hnilo
jimhnilo@hartlebagency.com
Ken LindKen Lind
Kenlindinsurance@gmail.com

Ken Garnaat
garnaatk@charter.net
Geoff Lansky
geofflansky@hartlebagency.com
Rob Koets
robkoets@hartlebagency.com
Ali NorbergAli Norberg
alinorberg@hartlebagency.com


