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A life-saving tool for fire departments

educing the element of surprise is critical in preparing for emergency

situations. Lives, property and resources can be saved when decision-

makers have access to critical details about a building and its contents.
It’s why fire and public safety departments work closely with businesses and

schools to gather and maintain pre-incident records.

Considerable time and effort go into conducting site visits, A powerful tool

talking with owners and employees, gathering information, GIS, or Geographic Information Systems, is a software

and updating details as situations change. But, in the end, the that transforms location-based data found in spreadsheets

information is only as good as a department’s ability to access  and other databases into interactive maps. Connecting data

it when the need arises. with location in an online environment creates a powerful
Information stored in a well-organized three-ring binder, tool accessible to multiple users within a department

in a secure filing cabinet, or in a spreadsheet on a computer or organization, as well as to other agencies of the local

can be challenging and time-consuming to access in the face government.

of a 2 a.m. emergency call to a fire at a warehouse on the Resources such as fire hydrants and hazards can be marked

other side of town. with easy-to-identify icons on a map. Building structures are
To make better use of the valuable pre-incident outlined on the map for quick and clear identification. By

information available for buildings and their contents, clicking on the structure within GIS, a window appears with

municipalities are turning to GIS as a solution. all the pertinent information about the location.
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The data within GIS is customizable to the needs of each
fire department. Any type of information a department might
want to know about a site during an emergency can be built
into the system, such as:

* Emergency contact information

* Utility contact information

* Building access points and location of stairwells

* Building dimensions and construction materials

* Shut-off locations for alarms, electric and gas utilities

* Nearby fire hydrant locations

* Number of employees typically on site

* Presence of hazardous materials and barriers to the

property

* PDF documents of floor plans

* Photos of the building

'The ability to access this information from a tablet
device running on a cellular or Wi-Fi connection makes the
information mobile. As a crew is in route to an emergency,
one responder can load the pre-incident report and brief
the rest of the emergency personnel about hazards they may
encounter and how many people could be on site.

Armed with this knowledge before they arrive, firefighters
can develop a more informed plan of action and move more
quickly to make life- and property-saving decisions.

For example, by knowing a property adjacent to a fire
contains explosives or hazardous materials, emergency
personnel can make decisions sooner about the need to
evacuate the immediate area to protect the safety of nearby
residents. By knowing that one end of a property is fenced
off, the crew can immediately decide to enter the property
from another direction, saving critical moments that can be
used to save lives and preserve property.

Information is readily available to anyone within the
department or municipality who has been given access to the
GIS. Varying levels of authorization are available. Based on
the tasks and responsibilities of the individuals, they can have
view-only privileges or the ability to input, edit and maintain
records within the system.

GIS can also safeguard information that, if only contained
in a paper-based system, can be lost or destroyed. It creates
a repository where knowledge can be recorded, preventing
important details from “walking out the door” with the
departure of a long-time member of the department.

Benefitting local departments
The Bangor Community Fire Department, which covers a
rural, 75-square-mile area including Bangor and Arlington
Townships, and the City of Bangor in Van Buren County,
converted its pre-incident reports to GIS in 2012. According
to Fire Chief Derek Babcock, the new system has benefited
the department in many ways.

“When our pre-fire planning information was in a binder
system, documents would often get wet when we went out on
a call and we ran the risk of misplacing records. It also was very
labor intensive to update information that was, in many cases,
handwritten,” Babcock said. “With GIS, it is quick to make
changes and we have a protected record of all our information.”

Since the Bangor Community Fire Department converted its pre-incident
reports to GIS three years ago, the new system has benefited the
department in many ways.

Once a township decides to explore the use of GIS to
manage pre-incident information, they can work with a
GIS consultant to select a system best suited to their needs.
After software and hardware have been purchased, the
GIS consultant can assist in setting up and implementing
the system to meet the needs of the municipality. This can
include training department personnel how to use the system,
and providing support and troubleshooting services during
and after implementation.

After the basic system structure has been configured, the
GIS consultant, fire department personnel, or other individuals
within the township can input data. In the case of the Bangor
Community Fire Department, Chief Babcock assigned two
individuals from within the department to the task.

“We set up appointments with all our businesses and
schools to make sure the information we had on file was up-
to-date,” Babcock said. “We asked them to complete a cover
page with standard items like emergency contact information,
alarm codes, and number of employees. That was followed
by a facility walk-through to make sure it matched the floor
plan we had on file. We took our findings, used a computer
software program to draw the floor plan, and entered all of it
into the GIS. The whole process took about six months.”

Information at your fingertips
After a system is implemented, information is easy to update.
Fire department staff can take a tablet device along on
inspections and input information during the visit. It eliminates
the duplicative process of recording information on paper and
entering the data into the system at a later time. Dropdown
menus with routine information can be embedded into the
system to reduce the amount of typing and to ensure consistent
terminology no matter who is documenting the information.
GIS can also be an important way to monitor a
municipality’s fire hydrant system. Records can be kept about
when individual hydrants have been flushed and serviced.
Information about damage and the overall condition of
hydrants can be assigned to each location, making it a useful
tool for planning maintenance schedules and long-range
budget needs for capital replacement.
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business solutions

Many communities have seen Stormwater, Asset “Departments in rural areas similar to ours sometimes
Management, and Wastewater (SAW) grants become the think they are too small to use a system like this,” stated
catalyst for using GIS in other areas of their organization. Babcock. “We find it to be a useful tool in being prepared for
SAW grants allow communities to inventory their the next emergency and will see even more benefits when we
stormwater and wastewater assets, assess the condition of are able to connect with the countywide 9-1-1 system.”
them, and plan for future repair or replacement financially. Pre-incident planning integrated into GIS not only saves
'The GIS software used to map and catalog stormwater and time and resources for municipalities of all sizes, but it can
wastewater systems can be used for fire and public safety save critical moments as emergencies unfold—moments that
purposes. It becomes a logical next step in coordinating can be used to protect property, save lives, and protect the
information and creating efficiencies throughout the safety of firefighters and other emergency responders.
municipality. ..............

Ryan Miller, GISP, GIS Manager
Wightman & Associates, Inc.

Larger fire departments throughout the state have been
using GIS technology for many years, but now smaller
departments, like Bangor, are beginning to adopt the
technology and are seeing the benefits.

Up next for the Bangor Community Fire Department is
tying their GIS pre-incident reports into the 9-1-1 system
Van Buren County is currently upgrading. Once this

happens, dispatchers will have access to Bangor’s reports : . . :
and can share that information with other responders called ALLIED ngh.tman &. ASSIBELES, NG, 8 an M.TA e
service proviber - SerVice Provider at the Leadership Circle level.

to emergencies. This integration step will also be the point T MR ) . .
when the Bangor Community Fire Department will have Llljlrn d’[OSpage ZPfOF .nJore information on Township
computerized access to the data in all of their trucks. I6d SETVICE FTOVIders.

Contact Miller at (269) 487-9658, email
rmiller@wightman-assoc.com, or visit
www.wightman-assoc.com.

MUNITIES.

2 BUILDING COM
¥ T - *

Wightman & Associates, Inc. has delivered first-class engineering,
architecture and survey solutions to clients since 1946. We’ve made
our mark by building strong, vibrant communities. We believe people
flourish when they partner with a dynamic team of problem solvers.

Let our dynamic team of 80 professionals assist your community. T
L
B WIGHTMAN & Ass Tes. Inc._ Benton Harbor Portage Allegan

ENGINEERING ¢ SURVEYING ¢ ARCHITECTURE 269_927_0100 269_327_3532 269'673'8465
www.wightman-assoc.com
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feature

Allin the family

Senving as clerk is part of family legacy

ome families pass down recipes or antique furniture from one

generation to the next. Murry Stocking’s family passes down a

commitment to township government.

For more than 100 years, a member of Stocking’s family
has held the office of Sherman Township (Newaygo Co.)
clerk. Overseeing elections, maintaining township records
and taking meeting minutes has been a family tradition since
the 1880s.

Stocking, who has served as clerk since 1980, is proud to
be part of such an unusual family legacy. One day, he hopes
that his own son might continue the tradition, though he
doesn’t pressure him to do so.

“It’s something to be a little proud of, that [residents] have
trusted the family for so many years,” Stocking said. “They
trust what I'm doing, that I'm making the right decisions.”

Stocking’s first relative to hold the part-time office of clerk
was William Davis, who was elected in 1884. He served
until 1889, when he was elected supervisor. He eventually
returned to the clerk’s office in 1904 and kept the job until
he was elected state representative in 1909. Then, his son-
in-law, Dexter Stocking, was elected and served until his
death in 1939. Dexter Stocking’s wife, Nellie Stocking, was
appointed in his place, and she continued to serve until she
passed away in 1948.

When Nellie Stocking died, her son, Murry Stocking Sr.,
took over. When his health forced him to retire in 1967, his
wife, Princess Stocking, didn’t want to see the family legacy
end. She ran and took over the office that same year. Princess
Stocking held the office for about 13 years until her son,
Murry Stocking Jr., ran for clerk in her place.

His family legacy is part of what drew Stocking to the
job. Growing up, he remembers seeing his parents sitting
at the kitchen table, completing township paperwork. And
when Election Day arrived, they sometimes put him to

work setting up voting booths. As a child, he even attended
township meetings once in a while.

But he didn’t plan on becoming clerk, at least at first.
When Stocking graduated from college, he moved out of
the community and lived in Grand Rapids, and then Grand
Haven. Later, he moved back to the township area. His
mother wanted to move out of her house because it was too
big, so Stocking bought the family farm. And when she
decided not to run for clerk again, Stocking decided to step
in. He won his first election in 1980 and has carried on the
family name in the clerk’s office ever since. His mother died
four years later in 1984, but got to see him continue the
family legacy.

Being a clerk today is significantly different from the
days when Stocking’s parents served. His mother used to
take down minutes in longhand, and the ledgers were still
kept with pen and paper. Stocking used the traditional tools
until he made the switch to a computer financial program.
His family has also witnessed the change from old paper
ballots to big voting machines with levers, to today’s Optech
Eagle voting system. Back in the paper ballot days, it wasn’t
unusual for Stocking to be at the township hall until 1 a.m.
counting ballots on Election Day.

Stocking, who is also an assistant professor at Ferris State
University, has often run unopposed for clerk. Other years,
he faces opposition. Each time, though, township residents
vote to keep the office in his family’s hands.

He keeps serving not just because his mother would want
him to, but because it’s satisfying to help his community.

“When you get to do things for people and the township

as a whole, it’s rewarding,” Stocking said.
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townships

Onekama Township

grown from a few settlers in 1867 to a
community today of 2,500.

Known as the “T'wo Lake Town,” it features
the inland Portage Lake with a channel
connecting to Lake Michigan. The inland
lake was identified by the original surveyors
as “O-nek-a-ma-engk” or “portage,” which the Native
Americans did when traversing between land and the lakes.

Much has happened in the area since 1867. The
community is known for agricultural farms and produce,
fishing, boating and other water sports, hunting, and a variety
of other summer and winter activities. It has also grown to
include several parks, churches, a school that features a full
schedule of extra-curricular activities for all ages, restaurants,
and small shops.

'The township’s biggest accomplishment recently includes
a re-decorated township hall and fire hall. The new look
includes landscaping, an irrigation system, exterior signage
and bulletin board, exterior painting, and installation of a
memorial and flags. Interior lighting and emergency power
to the building have been updated, and an energy-efficient

O nekama Township (Manistee Co.) has

in the spotlight

State
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heating system has been
installed in both the

fire hall and township
hall. A new roof and
surveillance cameras
have been installed
throughout the building.
'The former furnace room
has been remodeled into
a kitchenette. A new
telephone system is in
place and the digital
storage of records has
begun. Funds for the remodeling projects came from a
designated building fund; the surveillance cameras were
funded through a grant from the Michigan Township
Participating Plan.

'The township also recently purchased an Alexis
International fire engine and a 2016 Ford Explorer Interceptor
Emergency Medical Response Vehicle for the fire department.

A large group of community volunteers and several
organizations are the backbone
of the community for numerous
projects, and are instrumental in |
fostering its progress and growth.
Some of their activities include
the Petunia Parade, Concerts
in the Park, Onekama Days
with a parade, fireworks and
events, Scarecrow display along
Main Street and Christmas in
Onekama.

'The township is looking to the
future with anticipation of more
progress and accomplishments.

Authored by Mary Lou Millard. Photos courtesy of (from the top left to bottom left) Peter Armstrong, Al Taylor, Dan 0'Connor, Mike Lough and Clinton Osborn.
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proposed policy platform

As adopted by delegates at MTA's Annual Meeting, Jan. 22, 2016, at the Marriott Renaissance Center in Detroit,
these proposed policies will become the platform from which legislation is sought in the coming year.

Purpose

The Michigan Townships
Association Policy Platform is a
member-adopted plan that identifies
the Association’s primary legislative
policy objectives. It provides broad
policy guidance to the MTA Board of
Directors and staff in responding to
legislation in a manner that reflects
the values and preferences of the
MTA membership. It offers instruction
as to the issues that the membership
desires the Association to bring to
the attention of policymakers and for
which the Association is to effectively
advocate. The Policy Platform also
identifies positions on issues that the
Association’s membership pledges its
active support, including engaging in
grassroots advocacy consistent with
the Policy Platform objectives.

The legislative process requires
compromise and accommodations
to alternative perspectives. As such,
the Association will pursue legislative
outcomes that most closely achieve
the spirit and intent of the Policy
Platform, but cannot be bound to
premise its position on the precise
wordage of its Policy Platform.

The Policy Platform delineates
issues into six broad issue areas:

e Assessment and Taxation

e Flections

e Environment and Land Use

e |Intergovernmental Relations

e Township Operations

e Transportation

The issues addressed in a
particular subject area may have
implications for issues addressed in
other subject areas and should be
interpreted such that the broad policy
objectives of all affected areas are
accomplished.

MTA Annual Meeting Deliberation and Adoption Process

Member officials are strongly encouraged to review the Policy Platform prior to the
MTA Annual Meeting and, if they have questions regarding the purpose or intent

of any of the specific policy objectives, to attend the MTA Policy Review Session on

Thursday, Jan. 21 from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m.

The MTA president will present the Policy Platform adoption resolution,
focusing discussion and deliberation on the policy objectives in each of the six policy
areas. Following discussion, debate and potential amendments, a vote will be taken
to adopt a resolution of support for the entire Policy Platform. Amendments may
include striking (removing) a policy objective. If a policy objective is removed from
the Policy Platform at the Annual Meeting, it will be construed by the Board of
Directors that it is the membership’s intent that MTA refrain from engaging in any
advocacy regarding that particular objective.

Amendments. Members who desire to amend a policy will be required to do so in a
manner consistent with Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR (11th ed.) section 12, pages
130-162). Amendments are permitted to any resolution submitted at the Annual
Meeting provided the purpose of the original resolution remains unaltered. (MTA
Bylaws, Article IV. C.3.)

Amendments can take one of three forms:

* Add content. This is accomplished by the following: ‘T move to amend the policy
resolution by adding the words * " to policy objective number ___in the
section under current consideration.” The president will ask for a second, which
is required for the amendment to be discussed, and will restate the policy
objective with the new wording. After restating the amendment, the president
will ask for debate on the amendment. One secondary amendment, on the
new language under consideration only, is in order. Once debate has finished,
the president will ask for a vote. If a majority of the membership votes in favor
of the amendment, the wording of the original policy objective is changed

accordingly.

* Substitute content. This is accomplished by the following: T move to amend
the policy resolution by substituting the words ’ for the words
‘ " to policy objective number ___ in the section under current

consideration.” The same procedures that apply to adding content apply to
substituting content.

* Strike content, including eliminating an entire policy objective. This is
accomplished by the following: ‘I move to amend the policy resolution by striking
the words " to policy objective number ___ in the section under current
consideration.” If the intent is to strike the policy objective entirely, the proper
amendment would be, ‘T move to amend the policy resolution by striking policy
objective number __in the section under current consideration.” The same
procedures that apply to adding and substituting content apply to striking
content. If an entire policy objective is struck (removed), the Association will
not advocate for that objective.

Added and substitute content must be in compliance with the MTA Bylaws,

Article IV. C.1 and 2, such that it is germane to the purpose of the original
resolution and does not constitute a new purpose to the resolution.

Robert’s Rules of Order Regarding ‘T'abling’ a Motion
(properly referred to as ‘Lay on the Table’)

The motion to “lay on the table” enables the Annual Meeting to lay the pending
question aside temporarily, when something else of immediate urgency has arisen. Itis
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proposed policy platform

in order if the intention is to resume deliberations after the
urgent issue has been resolved, but “... is out of order if the
evident intent is to kill or avoid dealing with a measure.”
(Ibid, section 17, pages 206-207) It can be applied to a main
motion, such as the adoption of the entire Policy Platform
resolution, but cannot be applied to a specific policy objective
of the Policy Platform. (I2id, page 208) A motion to table
must be seconded and is not debatable. If adopted, a motion
to take from the table would be in order at any time. (I5id,
section 17, pages 209-210)

Resolutions from the Floor. Pursuant to the MTA Bylaws,
Article IV. C.2.a-c, resolutions from the floor shall be
submitted to the MTA Headquarters Room not later than
12:00 noon the day prior to the Annual Meeting. The
Resolutions Committee shall review the wording and legality
of such resolutions. No resolution shall be accepted from
the floor unless a petition signed by at least one hundred
(100) registered delegates to the Conference accompanies
the resolution. The resolution sponsor shall furnish sufficient
copies of the resolution to be distributed to all delegates at
the beginning of the Annual Meeting.

Special Rules. The Board of Directors submits to the
Annual Meeting the following special rules, pursuant to
Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR (11t ed.), section 2, pages
15-17), which were included in the official Annual Meeting
notice sent to all members, and were also published in the
January/February 2016 issue of the Michigan Township Focus,
to provide prior notice that these special rules would be
submitted for approval:

* ‘There is a time limit of three minutes per delegate on
debatable issues the first time that a delegate addresses
the Annual Meeting membership on an issue, and
one-and-a-half minutes the second time that a delegate
addresses the Annual Meeting on the same issue.

* 'The chair shall have discretion in further limiting the
time of debate considering the overall limitation of
time.

Policy Platform Resolution

'The Board of Directors submits to the MTA Annual
Meeting the following resolution to adopt the Association’s
legislative policy objectives for 2016:

Be it resolved, that the membership of the Michigan

Townships Association supports the Association’s efforts to
achieve the following legislative policy objectives:
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Taxation is the means by which governments at all levels are
provided financial resources to perform functions and provide
services necessary for the general well-being of society.

'The Michigan Townships Association supports taxation
policies that are fair, equitable and efficiently administered.
As lawmakers and regulators enact changes to current tax
laws and local government requirements, the Michigan
Townships Association supports the following objectives:

1. Maintaining property tax assessment and administration
at the local level to ensure accountability, public trust and
locally accessible information and assistance

2. Careful consideration and concern for revenue impacts
and administrative burdens to townships and other local
governments, and the greater burden placed on other
taxpayers resulting from broadening tax exemptions

3. Tax appeal decisions consistent with the principles of
assessment administration required of assessors by the
manuals and directives promulgated by the State Tax
Commission, and with which compliance is required
of local assessors as a condition of maintaining state
certification

4. Assessor certification and continuing education classes
are available at sufficient locations such that excessive
distances do not create a barrier to enrollment,
participation and successful class completion, with course
content focused on developing and maintaining effective
assessing skills

5. State financial and technical support to local entities
engaged in expensive tax appeals

6. Greater clarity of roles and responsibilities of assessors
and township boards for compliance with State Tax
Commission requirements

7. Eliminating unnecessary redundancy of collecting taxes
twice each year

8. Increasing tax limitations for charter townships from

10 to 12 mills

9. Increasing the specific tax on mobile homes located in
licensed parks

10. Exempting minimal personal property tax obligations
resulting from minor property improvements on mobile
home lots such as small decks, stairs and porches

11. Property values based on the highest and best use of the
property and recognition that such highest and best use
may result in a value based upon the continuation of an
existing use of the property



Democracy requires transparent and efficient elections with
high voter participation while maintaining election integrity.
Township clerks administering elections can best accomplish
these objectives. Given the wide disparities in resources and
population densities among local governments, a “one-size-fits-
all” approach is often not good public policy. As lawmakers and
regulators enact changes to current election laws, the Michigan
Townships Association supports the following objectives:

1. Protect local control of election administration

2. Encourage voter participation by authorizing
« ”»
no reason” absentee ballots

3. Standardized absent voter ballot application forms

Ability to register to vote online with digital signatures
through the Secretary of State website

5.  Embrace the use of emerging technology to administer
elections while considering the needs and limitations of
all jurisdictions

6. Term limits lengthened, or repealed

7. Pre-registration of 16- and 17-year-olds at
Secretary of State offices

8. Make voter registration process uniform and allow local
clerks with access to the Qualified Voter File to register
any voter regardless of their jurisdiction of residence

9. Permit a person who registers by mail and wishes to vote
by absentee ballot to present valid identification to satisfy
the picture identification requirement of a first-time
voter at any clerk’s office

The activities of township governments impact Michigan’s
environmental quality, and state laws and regulations regarding
environmental protection impact township government
programs, services and policies. The Michigan Townships
Association advocates for environmental laws and practices
that appropriately support the responsibility of townships to
efficiently and effectively perform their duties to protect the
public health, safety and general welfare. As lawmakers and
regulatory agencies enact changes to current environment laws
and local government requirements, the Michigan Townships
Association supports the following objectives:

1. 'The definition of Waters of the United States, subject to
permitting processes of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers,
should not be extended to non-navigable waters such
as roadside ditches, field drainage systems, and culvert
installation and maintenance

2. Federal and state laws and regulations should not be
intended to impede the growth and development policies
and objectives of local governments

3. Statewide septic system maintenance standards to reduce
septic system failures that create serious public health
threats and expose townships to being required to build
expensive public sewer systems

4. Land use planning and zoning decisions remain a local
p g g
government responsibility

5. Expansion of solid waste recycling programs

6. Any newly instituted statewide landfill tipping fees be
fairly and equitably distributed to all local units of
government

7. Greater authority for local governments to prevent the
spread of invasive species of plants and animals

8. State responsibility for mitigating eftects of preempted
land uses

9. 'The imposition of local impact fees on oil and gas
exploration and extraction

10. Restore township zoning authority to regulate oil and
gas wells in residential areas

Successtully solving many of Michigan’s greatest

challenges, such as restoration of greater prosperity to the
Michigan economy and providing effective and economical
governmental programs and services, requires governments at
all levels to work collaboratively toward a common mission.
As lawmakers and regulatory agencies enact changes to
current laws and local government requirements impacting
intergovernmental relations, the Michigan Townships
Association supports the following objectives:

1. State laws should apply to townships in the same manner
as they do other local government entities

2. Level playing fields and win-win outcomes in resolving
intergovernmental conflicts

3. Flexible laws and regulations that promote local
government creativity and locally appropriate solutions
consistent with statewide objectives

4. Regional collaborations and initiatives that provide
meaningful input by township officials to achieve
outcomes that appropriately balance regional public
policy objectives and local concerns

5. Joint service agreements among local governments
providing fair and equitable sharing of costs, benefits and
governance; long-term stability and predictability; and
effective and fair problem resolution mechanisms

6. Boundary protection for townships that provide all
essential local government services; discouraging
boundary adjustments that are merely tax base grabs;
and imposing appropriate standards for county board
decisions related to expansion of village boundaries

7. A standard local government consolidation process
applicable to all local government entities that continues
to require voter approval of any consolidation; and state
funding for independent consolidation impact studies as
a prerequisite for county boards or the State Boundary
Commission to order a consolidation vote among local
governments

8. Equitable treatment for all local units of government for
statutory revenue sharing and grants

township focus | JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016 35



proposed policy platform

9. Full funding for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes, commercial
forest act and the swamp tax program to compensate
townships for property owned by the State of Michigan

10. Funding for local government programs should not be
negatively impacted or reduced due to the redirection of
state General Fund dollars for increased funding for roads

State and federal governments should give Michigan
townships broad discretion and autonomy to govern the
delivery of programs and services. The Michigan Townships
Association supports the following objectives:

1. Township authority to decide how local government
services will be funded from currently authorized revenue
sources

2. Improving the ability of townships to recover the costs of
providing emergency services

3. Prohibiting the imposition of mandates on local
governments that increase the costs of services

4. State funding to townships providing public safety
protection to state-owned, tax-exempt properties

5. Publishing public notices on websites in lieu of
newspaper printing

As the state increases funding for roads, township officials
want lawmakers to include them as participating partners
in providing transportation solutions. Without statutory
responsibility, Michigan townships contribute more than
$186 million per year for road maintenance and construction.
'This partner role should include decisions affecting
transportation costs and priorities, and institute efficiencies
to stretch scarce transportation funding. As lawmakers and
regulators enact changes to current transportation laws and
local government requirements, the Michigan Townships
Association supports the following objectives:

1. Regulations to prevent road damage and protect the
public safety from vehicles that are not required to be
licensed or plated as well as other equipment that use
public roads

2. Requiring road agencies to comply with a township’s
Complete Streets Policy resolution

3. Support mass transit in urbanized areas

Creating a bid process for the sale of timber located
on property managed by the Michigan Department of
Transportation or located in Michigan Department of
Transportation rights-of-way to fund road and bridge
maintenance

Mika Meyers..

Attorneys at Law

Legal counsel that helps local government work effectively.

Our Local Government Law practice group works with local governments and public authorities to ensure the
efficient and cost-effective delivery of vital public services. We provide specialized legal expertise in areas as
diverse as zoning and land use planning, bond issues, special assessments, tax increment financing, DDAs and
other public authorities, labor contracts and arbitration, employee benefits, elections, environmental regulation
and many other matters affecting local governments. For more than 50 years, skilled Mika Meyers attorneys have
helped public-sector entities meet the ever-increasing demands of their constituents and communities.

For more information on how our Local Government Law team can assist your community, visit mikameyers.com.

900 Monroe NW Grand Rapids, MI 49503 (616) 632-8000

ALLIED

SERVICE PROVIDER

L=

mikameyers.com
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Be here. Be heard.
Be engaged.
MTA’s 2016 Capitol Conference
Radisson Hotel, Lansing « April 12-13

Join MTA and fellow township officials for this expanded two-day event, where you will
learn about legislative issues impacting townships, and have the opportunity to meet with
state decision-makers and legislators. Look for registration details in upcoming issues of
Township Focus and MTA e-newsletters, and on www.michigantownships.org.




2016 Annual Conference SPONSOT

PROPERTY
& CASUALTY
DIVIDEND
PROGRAM

New and Improved

To get a proposal for your property and liability coverage or for more information,
call us today at 1(800)783-1370 or visit our website at www.theparplan.com.



