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Providing training and skills for 
effective leadership

MTA On The Road regional meetings  
move to fall 
Were you wondering about MTA’s On The Road regional 
meetings this spring? Never fear—we are still holding 
these valuable day-long educational and networking events 
throughout the state! MTA is adjusting its educational 
calendar in preparation for the move of our Annual 
Educational Conference & Expo to April, beginning in 2017. 

The shift to a 
springtime Conference 
means that our On The 
Road meetings—held at 
a dozen locations from 
Houghton all the way 
down to Kalamazoo—
will now be held in 
the fall. The timing 
may be changing but 
one thing that remains 
constant about our On 
The Road meetings is the 

unparalleled opportunity to connect with fellow township 
officials, get the inside scoop on issues impacting townships, 
and visit with MTA staff and vendors all in one day, at one 
location. 

So officials can plan ahead for this valuable event, dates 
and locations have already been secured. Mark your calendar 
now for the On the Road meeting near you: 

Sept. 27: Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth

Sept. 28: Comfort Inn Conference Center, Chelsea 

Sept. 29: Fetzer Center at WMU, Kalamazoo

Sept. 30: Eagle Eye Conference Center, Lansing

Oct. 5: Magnusson Franklin Inn, Houghton

Oct. 6: Holiday Inn, Marquette

Oct. 7: Little Bear East Arena, Saint Ignace

Oct. 17: Otsego Resort, Gaylord

Oct. 18: Sanctuary Inn, Alpena

Oct. 19: Quality Inn Forwards Conference Center,  
West Branch

Oct. 25: Holiday Inn, Big Rapids

Oct. 26: Crystal Center at Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

Get the inside story on the challenges facing townships 
and walk away armed with strategies to make your board 
more effective. Breakout sessions dig into financial literacy 
and oversight, identify internal control pitfalls, examine 
emerging issues in local pre-emption and other timely topics. 
You won’t want to miss our “Hello … MTA?” On The Road, 
session with MTA Member Information Services staff. 

Additional information coming soon!

Share your ideas with MTA
Is there a particular topic you’d like MTA to cover in 

an educational session or Township 
Focus magazine article? MTA wants to 
hear your ideas, including any “trouble 
spots” your township is facing, successes 
your community is experiencing, or 
topics or trends you are seeing impact 
township government. Suggestions could 
be incorporated into upcoming MTA 
workshops, Annual Conference educational 
sessions or Focus articles.

Contact MTA Knowledge Center 
Education Director Shelley Cardenas 
at (517) 321-6467 or shelley@
michigantownships.org to share your ideas.

Interested in serving as a speaker or author? Consider 
sharing your experiences, best practices or practical 
solutions by presenting at a workshop or contributing 
to articles in the magazine. Download a speaker/
author information form at www.michigantownships.org/
submitproposal.asp.



Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax: (517) 321-8908. Or register online at www.michigantownships.org. Questions? Call (517) 321-6467.

upcoming MTA workshops
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Cemeteries: Challenges & Solutions
Township cemeteries provide a positive personal service to residents during a 
difficult time. Gain a better understanding of the rules and regulations, along 
with other important aspects of cemetery management and administration, 
during this half-day workshop.

Led by MTA Member Information Services Specialist Cindy Davis,  
a featured Michigan Association of Municipal Cemeteries conference  
speaker, this informative workshop will also dig into elements of green 
or natural burials and other options many conventional cemeteries are 
incorporating. Participants will also:

• Review the legal obligations for cemeteries, including content and 
procedures for adopting a cemetery ordinance.

• Explore fees and other budgeting and financial aspects, including tips on 
dealing with special cemetery management issues. 

• Examine the role of advisory committees, cemetery  
sextons and other caretakers, as well as the duties and responsibilities  
of the clerk and township board. 

Registration, along with a networking lunch, begins at noon; the class is held from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Dates and locations are:
 July 13: Crystal Gardens, Howell
 July 20: Garland Resort, Lewiston
 July 27: The Shack, White Cloud

Cancellation, Substitution & Switching Policy:
Written cancellation requests received at the MTA office by June 28 will receive a full refund. No refunds will be issued thereafter. You may switch workshop 
locations at no charge if you notify MTA of the change at least one week prior to the workshop; otherwise, a $25/person fee will be assessed. You may 
substitute another individual from your township without incurring a charge; please notify MTA of the change.

Cemetery Challenges & Solutions Registration Form

_________________________________________________________________________
 Township           

_________________________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                    Purchase Cemetery Management Book 

_________________________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                    Purchase Cemetery Management Book 

_________________________________________________________________________
Name & Title                                    Purchase Cemetery Management Book 

_________________________________________________________________________
 Telephone                                                                                     Email Address

     County
Date and location: 
r July 13: Howell          r July 20: Lewiston          r July 27: White Cloud

Workshop rate: 
 r  REGULAR rate*: $101/person for paid registrations received after June 28.

 r  DISCOUNTED rate*:$81/person for paid registrations received by June 28.

Add book: Indicate who receives the book on-site using box at left.
 r  $31.50/book        Township Cemetery Management (includes CD)

______ (# registered)  x   $_______ (rate*)             =    _______ 

______ (# of books added)   x   ($31.50/book*)    =    _______ 

                                    AMOUNT ENCLOSED =    _______

*Rates apply to MTA members; non-members, call for rates.

 r Check enclosed (payable to MTA)
 r Charge to: (circle one)        MasterCard        VISA             
                 _                  _                   _                        

  Card #                                                                                      Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                      Signature

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed.

/

Save time, register online: www.michigantownships.org

Workshop participants can purchase MTA’s Township Cemetery Management book for the 
discounted price of $31.50. This informative book offers a review of statutes that govern 
township authority over cemeteries along with the financial aspects of this valuable 
service. CD of customizable samples included. Pre-purchased books will be distributed at 
check-in. A limited number of books will also be available to purchase on-site. 
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feature

Township leaders traveled from as far as Marquette 
County to be part of the conference, which is an opportunity 
for officials to learn about key legislative issues impacting 
townships, enhance their relationships with lawmakers and 
share how decisions at the state level affect their communities. 

Snyder told attendees that townships were his first 
exposure to government, as his father served as trustee for 
the now-former Battle Creek Township (Calhoun Co.). The 
governor’s first car, in fact, was an old red station wagon that 
had once served the township fire department—and still had 
the siren and a faint “BCTFD” on the side. 

Snyder thanked the local leaders for their service to 
Michigan communities. “I appreciate the work that you 
do,” he said. “You’re at the grassroots level, and have the 
opportunity to talk with citizens every day, address their 
challenges and issues, and help them.”

During his address, Snyder explored the need for 
improving the state’s infrastructure and continuing to build 
the state’s economy. “We have infrastructure challenges 
throughout the entire state,” he said, noting that he called for 
a $165 million appropriation in his budget proposal for a  
21st Century Infrastructure Commission. “Last year, we 
focused on road funding, but if you look at our water, sewer 
and pipelines—they are no better than our roads. We need to 
do something about it, we need to do more.”

Noting Michigan’s low unemployment rate, private-sector 
job growth and rise in home values, Snyder told the group, 
“These are all good things, but we need to keep it up. Let’s 
keep working together—it’s a partnership that I appreciate.

‘Let’s keep  
working together’ 

Gov. Snyder keynotes MTA Capital Conference

Gov. Rick Snyder was the keynote speaker at MTA’s 2016 Capital 
Conference in April, addressing township officials from across the state 
who gathered in downtown Lansing for the two-day event. 

“You’re doing great work back in your communities,” 
he continued. “And we are trying to create a business 
environment where businesses and residents can be successful 
in your communities—because that benefits all of us.”

‘An opportunity’
Prior to the governor’s address, participants were welcomed 
to the annual MTA event by MTA First Vice President 
Diane Randall, Roscommon Township (Roscommon Co.) 
supervisor, and MTA Executive Director Larry Merrill. 

“Township officials not only embrace the hard work and 
dedication that it takes to serve their township, but by taking 
part in MTA’s Capital Conference, they also recognize 
the opportunity to ensure that members of the Michigan 
Legislature know MTA members are on the front lines 
working for and with the citizens they represent,” Randall said.  

“Our township world is constantly changing and adapting 
in response to what happens in Lansing—whether it’s 
property tax exemptions, election law changes, state shared 
revenues or medical marijuana legislation. Local officials can 
impact upcoming legislative issues affecting townships and 
create meaningful relationships so that lawmakers know who 
they can count on for clear and accurate input.”

Attendees also received updates on personal property 
tax changes from Michigan Department of Treasury Tax 
Analysis Division Administrator Howard Heideman, 
and learned about state grant programs, from Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality and Department of 
Natural Resources grant personnel. 
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A discussion on proposed changes to medical marijuana 
licensing was provided by MTA Legal Counsel and a 
representative from Rep. Mike Callton’s office, followed by 
an overview of the “dark stores” issue—an assessing theory 
unfairly reducing the property taxes for big box stores. The 
dark stores discussion was led by a panel of experts, including 
Breitung Charter Township (Dickinson Co.) Supervisor 
Denny Olson, Lenawee County Administrator Martin 
Marshall and Attorney Jack VanCoevering, with the firm 
Foster Swift Collins & Smith, P.C. 

Said Olson, “This practice is disrupting the local 
businesses that are the fabric holding our communities 
together. This hurts me to allow something like this to 
continue in this state. It takes money from our roads, fire 
protection, economic development and parks.” 

A legislative wrap-up and evening reception with state 
lawmakers rounded out Day 1 of the conference. 

Leadership panel and a deep dive
The conference concluded with a legislative leadership 
panel, and deep dive into the impacts of the Public Act 269 
“gag order” law on local officials’ ability to communicate 
information about local ballot initiatives to voters. 

Officials heard about the priorities of each legislative 
caucus, from a leadership panel that included Rep. Aric 
Nesbitt, House majority floor leader, Sen. Goeff Hansen, 
assistant Senate majority leader, and Rep. Vanessa Guerra, 
assistant minority leader for the Michigan House Democratic 
Caucus. Each of the lawmakers on the panel had a connection 
to township government—and were either raised in, currently 
live in or have served townships. 

Among the issues discussed were the state budget, revenue 
sharing, energy policy and access to broadband. “Broadband 
is a huge challenge in my area,” Hansen said. “I have 56 
townships that I represent, and I’m guessing that 25 percent 
of them don’t have access to high-speed Internet. It’s a 
challenge to get the companies to come in.”

The panel also shared insights on how local officials 
can better engage with their state counterparts. “The most 
important part is reaching out to us as your legislators,” said 
Guerra, a former Bridgeport Township (Saginaw Co.) 
trustee. “When township officials reach out to our office, I 
immediately call them back or return their email—those are 
the folks who really have their finger on the pulse of what’s 
going on in our communities. They know what’s going on, 
and how they will be impacted by upcoming legislation.” 

Following the leadership panel, Orion Charter Township 
(Oakland Co.) Supervisor Chris Barnett, and attorneys 
Scott Eldridge from Miller Canfield and Gary Gordon from 
Dykema explored “fact” versus “advocacy” in the wake of the 
PA 269 “gag order” that placed prohibitions on local officials 
when providing information to voters on local ballot issues.  
See page 14 for an update on PA 269.

Before heading home, numerous officials headed to 
individual meetings to share the township perspective with 
their state leaders. 

Next year’s Capital Conference will be part of MTA’s 
Annual Conference, which moves to April in 2017.
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Providing insights for effective,  
efficient townshipsbusiness solutions

Go green 

Small changes can mean  
big energy savings for townships

Many Michigan municipalities are finding measurable savings by 
implementing small, but calculated, changes to their energy use. 
By applying smart thinking to their lighting, office equipment 

and energy-dependent machinery, communities big and small can maximize 
rebates and incentives to provide the needed momentum—and funds—to move 
forward with other upgrades. 

When considering any kind of energy efficiency upgrade 
or improvement, knowing where to begin is the primary 
challenge for many township officials. In many cases, it 
means starting with the largest energy draw; however, even 
the smallest upgrade can add up to major savings.

 
A pleasant surprise 
The efforts of a neighboring municipality inspired one 
township to push even further to make their operations as 
efficient as possible. Union Charter Township (Isabella Co.) 
took note after its neighbor, the city of Mount Pleasant, 
made changes to its aging water distribution system. City 

officials, with the help of an energy use auditor, identified 
equipment that required the most energy to operate, then 
studied how the equipment was being used. 

The resulting plan—which included changing the pump 
schedule to accommodate higher time-use periods and 
performing more frequent maintenance—cut the city’s energy 
costs by 21 percent. Replacing water pump motors with 
higher-efficiency motors saved an additional 5 percent on 
their energy bill—resulting in a 26 percent total savings. 

Seeing their neighboring municipality’s efforts pay 
such large dividends piqued the interest of Union Charter 
Township officials, who had already implemented 
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Trusted professionals delivering America’s infrastructure solutions 

Engineering l Landscape Architecture  
Operations l Planning l Sciences l Surveying 

800.482.2864 l www.wadetrim.com

Consumers Energy is an MTA Allied Service Provider 
at the Leadership Circle level. Turn to page 2 
for more information on Township Allied Service 
Providers.

energy-savings strategies in the past, including a variable 
frequency drive on a well pump in 2009, and LED lighting 
in 2015. 

“We’d already been in contact with our energy provider 
about some other energy-saving strategies,” said Kim Smith, 
public works coordinator for Union Charter Township. “So, 
when the city’s results came out, we added the water pump 
station to the areas we’d like to improve.”

An energy audit evaluated every aspect of Union Charter 
Township’s pump station, including how and when the 
water pumps saw the most use. According to Smith, the 
preliminary findings were encouraging and surprisingly 
low-cost. By implementing small operational alterations—
like changing the pump schedule to increase pressure at key 
times of the day and adjusting maintenance schedules on the 
pumps—the township uncovered significant savings. 

“The energy auditor is still examining some of its findings, 
and we don’t have final numbers because the study is 
ongoing,” said Smith. “But the money we’re projecting to 
save will provide necessary funding for additional upgrades. 
Township officials who are looking for ways to save should 
talk to their energy provider about their rates. Small, no-cost 
changes like changing the time-of-use schedule on their 
pumps or upgrading an older piece of equipment can put 
them in a different rate. Those changes can save money.” 

At this time, the Union Township pump system energy 
audit total savings is anticipated at 36 percent, with the 
majority of energy savings coming with paybacks ranging 
from immediate to eight years.

Saving green by going green
Examples of municipal energy savings are evident across the 
state. In one West Michigan community, exterior lighting 
was the biggest energy expense. The municipality’s energy 
provider devised a plan and called in lighting architects and 
engineers to help design a solution. The municipality was 
eligible to subsidize the costs associated with the lighting 
upgrades through incentives and efficiency rebates.

The project became the largest LED conversion in the 
state of Michigan and one of the largest in North America. 
It took the team 18 months to retrofit 536 metal halide and 
high-pressure luminaries and 1,388 incandescent traffic and 
pedestrian signals. The final results were even better than 
predicted. Because LED bulbs typically last 10 times longer 
than alternative bulbs, taxpayers continue to save $33,948 
annually in material and labor costs alone. In fact, since 2012, 
the community has saved $149,208 annually. 

The community didn’t stop with lighting. Savings from 
the lighting upgrades provided funds for renovations at the 
community’s event and recreation center—allowing the 
municipality to save another $84,000 in annual energy costs. 

Another west Michigan community shows how small 
energy upgrades can lead to bigger projects and savings. 
An aggressive project began with heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning and air controls; however, while evaluating 
energy use across multiple buildings and equipment, more 
opportunities to save were discovered.

During the first phase of the project, changes were 
implemented at the administration building, adding 
insulation and replacing boiler systems to reduce heating 
and cooling costs. The resulting energy savings allowed the 
municipality to make even more short-term updates—and a 
long-term plan, including a way to apply existing bio-solids 
to power the wastewater treatment plant. 

Small ways to reap serious rewards
Upgrades like these may seem cost-prohibitive at first, but 
there are often ways to offset expenses with grants, incentives 
and rebates.

In one central Michigan community, officials wanted to 
save energy without upsetting the community’s old-world 
charm, so they worked with their energy contractor and a 
team of experts to plan and implement a lighting upgrade.

When officials submitted their plan to the state for 
possible incentives, they were awarded with a $61,000 
Advanced Lighting Technology grant. The change is saving 
the community approximately $13,000 annually. The 
remaining costs incurred during the updates are predicted to 
be paid back in approximately three years.  

A variety of options
There are ways to increase energy efficiency in your existing 
township buildings. A variety of energy efficiency financing 
options are available, and townships can work with their 
energy provider, the Michigan Energy Office and other 
experts to help realize greater efficiencies—and ultimately, 
savings—to benefit their communities.

Erik Lathers, Business Account Manager, 
Consumers Energy 

To find out how your township can implement 
energy saving improvements to help manage 
energy costs, visit ConsumersEnergy.com/
startsaving. Contact Lathers at (248) 433-5748.
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Court decisions affecting  
Michigan’s townshipslegal review

Reserve officer not a ‘police officer’ for 
purposes of ‘resisting and obstructing’ statute
People v. Feeley, 312 Mich. App. 320, Sept. 15, 2015—Feeley 
was arrested for resisting and obstructing a police officer, 
under MCL 750.81d, after he failed to comply with a City of 
Brighton reserve officer’s command. The district and circuit 
courts refused to bind Feeley over for trial on the grounds 
that a “reserve police officer” was not a “police officer” for the 
purposes of MCL 750.81d of the Michigan Penal Code.

MCL 750.81d states in part:
“(1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4), an 

individual who assaults, batters, wounds, resists, obstructs, 
opposes, or endangers a person who the individual knows or 
has reason to know is performing his or her duties is guilty of 
a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than  
2 years or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both. …

(7) As used in this section: …
(b) ‘Person’ means any of the following:

(i)	 A police officer of this state or of a political 
subdivision of this state including, but not limited 
to, a motor carrier officer or capitol security officer 
of the department of state police.

(ii)	 A police officer of a junior college, college, or 
university who is authorized by the governing 
board of that junior college, college, or university 
to enforce state law and the rules and ordinances 
of that junior college, college, or university.

(iii)	 A conservation officer of the department 
of natural resources or the department of 
environmental quality.

(iv)	 A conservation officer of the United States 
department of the interior.

(v)	 A sheriff or deputy sheriff.

(vi)	 A constable.
(vii)	A peace officer of a duly authorized police agency 

of the United States, including, but not limited 
to, an agent of the secret service or department of 
justice.

(viii) A firefighter.
(ix)	 Any emergency medical service personnel 

described in ... MCL 333.20950.
(x)	 An individual engaged in a search and rescue 

operation as that term is defined in section 50c.” 
[Emphasis added.]

Citing the “consistent principle of statutory construction 
… that the express mention in a statute of one thing implies 
the exclusion of other similar things (expressio unius est 
exclusio alterius),” the Court of Appeals affirmed, holding 
that, “In the resisting and obstructing statute, the Legislature 
did not include the term ‘reserve police officer’ in the 
definition of persons whose lawful orders must be obeyed in 
order to avoid criminal liability. Many other law enforcement 
personnel one might reasonably consider implicitly included 
in the term ‘police officer’ were nevertheless explicitly listed 
in the statute. Had the Legislature intended a broad meaning 
to apply to the term ‘police officer,’ there would have been 
no need to specify the statute’s application to, inter alia, 
university police officers, sheriff’s deputies, and federal 
conservation officers. … That the Legislature pointedly did 
not include reserve police officers indicates that the omission 
was intentional.”

Noise ordinance violation for  
‘destroying the peace’ invalidated
People of the City of Grand Rapids v. Gasper, ___ Mich. 
App. ___, March 8, 2016—In consolidated appeals to the 
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Michigan Court of Appeals stemming from municipal noise 
ordinance violations involving live music playing at night 
at the Tip Top Deluxe Bar and Grille in Grand Rapids, 
several individuals associated with the bar challenged as 
unconstitutionally vague language in the city’s ordinance that 
stated: 

“(3) No person shall use any premises or suffer any 
premises under his or her care or control to be used which 
shall destroy the peace and tranquility of the surrounding 
neighborhood.”

The Court held that the ordinance’s use of “destroy” was 
unconstitutionally vague, and reversed a Circuit Court ruling 
supporting the ordinance.

According to the Court, “[A] person making noise in 
a neighborhood is similarly required to guess whether law 
enforcement would consider his or her conduct as destroying 
the peace and tranquility of the neighborhood. Simply put, 
conduct that ‘destroys’ the peace and tranquility of some 
would not affect others to such an extent. There is simply 
no standard for determining what ‘destroys’ the peace 
and tranquility of a neighborhood, which compels ‘men 
of common intelligence’ to guess as to what conduct is 
proscribed by § 9.63(3). … Moreover, because § 9.63(3) fails 
to provide explicit standards for determining what ‘destroys 
the peace and tranquility of the surrounding neighborhood,’ 
law enforcement officers and finders of fact are necessarily 

vested with ‘virtually complete discretion’ to determine 
whether a violation of § 9.63(3) has occurred.”

But the Court distinguished the use of the word “destroy” 
from the more commonly used word, “disturb”:

“We also find this case distinguishable from cases 
involving challenges to disturbing the peace statutes. 
Although this Court has held that a reasonable person is 
sufficiently aware of what conduct constitutes a ‘disturbance’ 
of the peace, the ordinance at issue does not proscribe 
conduct that merely disturbs or disrupts the peace and 
tranquility, but rather that which destroys the peace and 
tranquility. Thus, a person of ordinary intelligence would 
still have to guess whether his or her conduct was lawful, as 
conduct that one person might consider to totally destroy 
their peace and tranquility might merely disrupt the peace 
and tranquility for a another person.”

The Court did rule that “deletion of § 9.63(3) would 
not render invalid or unreasonable the remainder of the 
ordinance,” which also included decibel standards for other 
noise violations.

Although the use of the word “destroy” is not common, 
townships should review their noise ordinance language with 
their local legal counsel to determine whether it requires any 
revision in light of this opinion. 
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aroundthestate

The registration brochure was included in the April issue of Township Focus,
and can also be downloaded at www.michigantownships.org.

Kalamazoo Charter Township 
(Kalamazoo Co.) wraps around three 
sides of the city of Kalamazoo. It is 

one of the most populated townships in the 
state, with nearly 22,000 residents within its 
12-square-mile borders. The township board’s 
mission is to provide government services that 
promote a safe, healthy, accessible and economically viable 
community to live, work, learn and play.

Officials say that the township is where residents can 
find their piece of the new American dream. The township 
offers quality residential living with open space—all within 
walking, biking or transit distance from work and play. It’s 
made up of distinct and diverse neighborhoods, and a sense 
of community is encouraged by allowing street closures for 
block parties, little league parades, neighborhood garage 
sales, and other activities. 

Every week brings new activities at the county’s Expo 
Center in the Lakewood neighborhood, including car or dog 
shows, flea markets and a county fair. In Eastwood, there’s 

Kalamazoo Charter Township 

a community garden 
on a former school 
site. Northwood 
abuts a county park 
with camping, 
swimming and 
tennis, and is home 
to a beautiful stretch 
of the Kalamazoo 
River Valley Trail. 
Westwood, adjacent 
to Western Michigan 
University, is home 
to the township’s golf 

course, and several of the township’s parks. A full 75 percent 
of the houses in the township are eligible for the Kalamazoo 
Promise scholarship.

The township is investing in its future. A survey of 
residents led to a strategic plan that includes better roads 
and communication. The voters approved a bond issue 
to pay for upgrading all local roads over three years. The 
board also adopted complete streets and passed a non-
motorized transportation plan, which is being implemented. 
An updated parks and recreation plan will help in seeking 
funding to increase recreation. The township’s master plan 
has been updated and a new form-based zoning ordinance 
should be adopted this summer.

The township had one of the first curbside recycling 
programs in the state, was an early adopter of single stream 
recycling and now has single-hauler garbage service. This saves 
wear on roads, and cuts down on noise, pollution and costs.

Kalamazoo Charter Township works with other 
governments in several areas, including consolidated dispatch 
and a countywide transit authority. Kalamazoo Charter 
Township is looking forward to, and embracing, its future.

t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

Join us for two days of intensive learning, 
networking—and fun—in the splendor  

of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.



The registration brochure was included in the April issue of Township Focus,
and can also be downloaded at www.michigantownships.org.

There is still time to register  
for MTA’s

UP  
North 

Summit
June 8-9, 2016

Island Resort Conference  
Center, Harris  

(west of Escanaba)

2016 Summit  
Sponsors*

*As of May 16, 2016

t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

Join us for two days of intensive learning, 
networking—and fun—in the splendor  

of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

Practical techniques and valuable resources
The program features three informative general sessions, exploring topics relevant  
to the entire township board, and 10 breakouts offering something of interest  
for each office.

Mini expo
Take a stroll through the “Northern Market Expo” and network with vendors to  
find providers of products and services that can help your township run more efficiently. 
You may even win a prize!

Pre-Summit class
Kick off your learning experience early by participating in the afternoon class, 
Fundamentals of Assessment & Taxation, held June 7. Lunch is included! 

Evening activity
Get out of the classroom and into the fun! After a full day of education, we know 
you’ll be ready for some fresh air. MTA teams up with the Island Resort to bring you a 
tropical dinner party. Hula, anyone?!?



New and Improved
To get a proposal for your property and liability coverage or for more information,
call us today at 1(800)783-1370 or visit our website at www.theparplan.com.

2016 UP North Summit SPONSOR


