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Send your completed registration form with payment to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078 

email: rebecca@michigantownships.org or fax: (517) 321-8908.

upcoming MTA workshop
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Legal Institute for Township Attorneys 
MTA’s annual Legal Institute for Township Attorneys is the premier 
educational event for attorneys who serve Michigan’s townships. 
Your attendance keeps you informed on legal news and changes 
that impact your municipal clients. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
connect with fellow municipal attorneys to discuss recent changes, 
court opinions and other trends a�ecting local government.

�is annual event is held in conjunction with MTA’s Annual 
Conference & Expo. Join us at the Amway Grand Plaza on 
Monday, March 31. Registration opens at 9 a.m. We’ll begin at  
9:30 a.m. and adjourn at 4 p.m. 

Topics and presenters appear at right and your registration  
includes meals and refreshments. Register today using the form below. 
We’ll share additional tips on getting there in the “Know Before You 
Go” con�rmation e-mailed to registrants prior to the event.

_________________________________________________________  
Firm Name                                                                                 

___________________________________________________  
Township Represented (include county)

__________________________________________________________________________
Name and Title

 __________________________________________________________________________
Email (where con�rmation/“Know Before You Go” email is sent)

 __________________________________________________________________________
Name and Title

 __________________________________________________________________________
Email (where con�rmation/“Know Before You Go” email is sent)

L e g a l  I n s t i t u t e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m

NOTE: Payment must accompany form in order to be processed.

# of Attendees Registration Rate Total

EARLY-BIRD rate: $246/attendee
For paid registrations received by March 3.

REGULAR rate: $271/attendee
For paid registrations received between
March 4 - 17.

ON -SITE  rate: $321/attendee
For paid registrations received after March 17.

Need lodging? To take advantage of MTA’s discounted rates on 
lodging, you must be registered for the Institute. Once registered, 
you’ll receive an email con�rmation with your housing code and 
additional information on booking your room. Direct lodging 
questions to Amy at (616) 785-6027, ext. 34 or email cole@
grandconnection.com. After March 5, reservations are based on 
availability and discounted rates are not guaranteed.

Cancellations & substitutions: Written cancellation requests 
received by March 3 will be refunded the registration fee less a 
$25 processing fee; requests made between March 4-17 will be 
refunded half of the registration fee. No refunds will be issued 
thereafter. Substitutions may be made for a $10 processing fee.
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Topics and Presenters

Public Act 233 Renewable Energy Regulation Update
Rob �all, Institute Coordinator & MTA Legal Counsel,

Bauckham, �all, Seeber, Kaufman & Koches, PC

New Legislation
Judy Allen, MTA Director of Government Relations

Discrimination, Harassment and 
Hostile Work Environments
Helen “Lizzie” Mills, Member 

Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes PLC

Regulating Speech in Meetings, 
Public Places and Online

Andrew Brege, Attorney
Rosati, Schultz, Joppich & Amtsbuechler, PC

Municipal Case Law Review
Keith Brown, Attorney

Foster Swift Collins & Smith, PC

 �‰ Check enclosed (payable to MTA)
 �‰ Charge to: (circle one)             MasterCard             VISA  
 
                                           

 Card #                                                CSV (3-digit code)              Expires

 Print Card Holder’s Name                                                          Signature

           

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

�‰ Check enclosed (payable to MTA)     �‰ Invoice my township (members only)

�‰ Charge to: (circle one)                       MasterCard                            VISA   
                              

  Card #                                                  CSV (3-digit code)                            Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                                           Signature
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Back in 2009, the University of Michigan’s Center 
for Local, State, and Urban Policy (CLOSUP) began a 
partnership with Michigan’s three key local government 
organizations—the Michigan Townships Association, 
Michigan Association of Counties and Michigan Municipal 
League—to conduct an opinion survey among local leaders 
from all of Michigan’s general purpose local governments. 

Spotlighting local concerns from differing communities
For the past 16 years, the Michigan Public Policy Survey 
(MPPS) has been sent once or twice each year, asking 
Michigan local government officials about a wide variety  
of topics related to the functioning of local government and 
the challenges local leaders face. Each wave, the MPPS 
is sent to township supervisors, clerks and managers from 
all 1,240 Michigan townships, receiving an impressive 
response rate—with typically more than 70% of townships 
participating.

Because so many township officials respond on each 
survey, the MPPS can help spotlight township officials’ 
concerns in all different kinds of communities. 

For example, several times over the years, the MPPS 
has asked township and city officials about election issues. 
In spring 2020, at a time of great uncertainty at the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, officials from both types of 
municpalities reported significant concerns about potential 
problems for the November 2020 elections, from the costs 
of running elections to concerns about election security 
and Election Day administrative challenges. Nearly half of 
township officials statewide (45%) predicted they would 
have problems with recruiting poll workers (up from 29% 
in 2016). In addition, 42% expected the cost of the election 
administration on the jurisdiction’s budget to be a problem in 
the 2020 election (up from 25% in 2016). While officials from 
larger townships were particularly concerned, the problems 
were widespread across the state. By 2022, many townships 

Amplifying 
local voices

Michigan Public Policy Survey shares insights, 
experiences of Michigan’s township officials  

For more than 15 years, a statewide survey of local government 
officials has helped to garner the opinions, experiences and insights of 
thousands of public leaders. These efforts, in which MTA is a partner, 

glean important information to help inform public policy, navigate societal 
and political trends and implications, and gather details on local services 
and programs—keeping a finger on the pulse of key issues impacting our 
communities and our state. 
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Strategic solutions for
strong communities. 

www.preinnewhof.com

saw their poll worker recruitment problems ease, but it was 
still an issue in more than 30% of townships statewide. 

These insights were shared with state leaders to illustrate 
local concerns with changes in election administration. In 
both 2020 and 2022, CLOSUP presented this data on local 
leaders’ concerns directly to the Michigan Secretary of State’s 
office to highlight the challenges of township officials and 
encourage the state to provide more aid and guidance over 
the summer and into fall. 

More recently, in fall 2023 when a series of high-profile 
renewable energy bills was being debated in the Michigan 
Legislature, the MPPS was in the field asking local officials 
statewide about local energy issues, including their views on 
the division of authority between state and local governments 
on planning and zoning for renewable energy projects.

The survey asked local leaders who they believe should 
have authority over six specific areas related to renewable 
energy planning and zoning, from who should decide 
whether or not to allow renewable energy projects in a 
community and where they should go, to the parameters for 
renewable energy projects, such as required setbacks from 
property lines and allowable sound levels. On all of these 
issues, a large majority of township officials said authority 
should be completely under local government (see map at 
right). Another smaller percentage believes authority should 
be primarily local, with some role for the state. Meanwhile, 
relatively few said authority should be either mostly or 
completely with the state government. 

For that wave, 860 townships statewide expressed their 
views on state/local authority, which allowed CLOSUP to 
share local officials’ sentiments with state lawmakers in real 
time about the details of legislation they were considering.

Last year’s spring 2024 MPPS focused on local policing 
and criminal justice issues. This was a chance to highlight 
local government leaders’ concerns about policing issues such 
as funding sources, recruitment and retention of officers, 
police-community relations and much more. Approximately 
10% of Michigan townships report that they fund their 
own police department. Another quarter say they fund their 
local law enforcement indirectly a special authority/district, 
another municipality or county sheriff through a contract. 
However, most townships do not provide or contract for law 
enforcement services and rely on the county sheriff or state 
police to respond to public safety needs in the township. 

The MPPS found that many officials in townships with their 
own police department are significantly more likely to support 
raising new local funding for law enforcement services through 
either a new millage or special assessment, but attitudes about 
new local funding are more divided in other townships. This 
kind of peer-to-peer information can help clarify where other 
townships stand on policy issues or actions they might take.

Let your voice be heard
MTA encourages township supervisors, clerks and managers 
to be on the lookout for the next wave of the MPPS, 
which is launching in April 2025 and will seek insights on 
township fiscal health and budgeting processes, as well as 

how township governments engage with their residents. Your 
participation helps to ensure timely and accurate sentiments, 
activities and opinions on a wide variety of critical issues 
impacting Michigan’s local goverments. As always, survey 
findings will be shared with local leaders in every community, 
to state legislators and other policymakers, and through 
media coverage with Michiganders across the state. Reports 
are also frequently shared in Township Focus magazine. 
MPPS reports, questionnaires and data broken down by 
jurisdiction type, population size and region from  
all its previous waves are available on CLOSUP’s website, 
https://closup.umich.edu/michigan-public-policy-survey.

CLOSUP staff are happy to answer any questions and to 
help interpret the survey data. They are also able to produce 
customized data tables for different groupings of local 
governments, such as findings from townships in a particular 
region or for all local jurisdictions within a particular county. 
All survey responses are kept strictly anonymous, and no data 
is ever released that would identify a particular official or 
specific township. For more information, contact CLOSUP 
at closup-mpps@umich.edu or (734) 647-4091.

—By Debra Horner, MPPS senior project manager, 
CLOSUP, Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan 
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Introduction to Planning & Zoning
Whether you’re a member of the township board, planning commission or zoning 
board of appeals, your knowledge of the planning and zoning process is vital to 
your community. As new developments and projects approach your township, it’s 
important to be prepared to make tough decisions.

MTA can help! Join us as we team up with MTA Legal Counsel from  
Bauckham, Thall, Seeber, Kaufman & Koches PC to bring you an Introduction to 
Planning & Zoning. This evening class offers an in-depth overview of the basic 
elements of an effective planning and zoning program. 

We’ll review the sources of township planning and zoning authority, the structure 
and function of the planning commission and zoning board of appeals, and the role  
of the township board. In addition, we’ll dig into elements of master plans and zoning  
ordinances, along with key strategies for effective decision-making.

Registration and dinner begin at 4 p.m., class is held from 5 to 8 p.m. as follows:
May 7: Bavarian Inn Lodge Conference Center, One Covered Bridge Ln., Frankenmuth (989) 652-7200
May 21: Otsego Club Conference Center, 696 M-32 E. Main St., Gaylord (800) 752-5510
May 28: Fetzer Center at Western Michigan University, 2350 Business Ct., Kalamazoo (269) 387-3232

Continue the learning with MTA’s new Planning & Zoning Book Package
MTA’s library of publications includes three planning and zoning books written specifically for  
Michigan townships. Authoring by planning and land use expert Steve Langworthy, The Township Guide to 
Planning & Zoning, Planning & Zoning Decision-making and our newest release, Breaking the Zoning Code—
Decoding the Township Zoning Ordinance offer insights, background, best practices, considerations  
and requirements as townships plan for their community’s land use needs and future. Essential resources  
for every member of your township planning and zoning team, registrants can purchase all three books for 
the on-site discounted price of $114.75. Books will be distributed on-site. Packages and individual books 
may also be purchased on-site, as supplies last. 

By Steve Langworthy

An official publication of 

The Township Guide toPlanning & Zoning
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Save half-off ALL  
MTA webcasts in March!

Use the promo code: March2025

Invest in yourself 

MTA’s Online Learning Center is home to a wide variety of recorded webinars designed
with township officials in mind. From assessing to zoning, you’re sure to find something 
for every member of your township team, at every stage in their public service career—all 

available for you to watch on-demand when it’s most convenient for you! We recognize how 
valuable time is and strive to help you balance your demanding schedules with your educational 
needs. That’s why we record our classes, so you can get the targeted township training you need 
to succeed when the timing is right for you. 

Here at MTA, we’re as proud of our online learning options as we are of your dedication to 
improving yourself. We take our role in educating—and supporting—our members very seriously.   
In honor of that, and to demonstrate our appreciation that you continue to turn to us for your 
educational needs, we are offering a half-off webcasts sale throughout March! When checking 
out, use promo code: March2025

Choose from more than 100 webcasts under the following categories:
Assessment & Taxation    Board Essentials Financial
Planning & Zoning     New Officials Township Governance Academy

Detailed descriptions of each webcast are available online; visit https://learn.michigantownships.org to learn more. There, you can also find out 
how to unlock the savings with MTA Online subscriptions, which give your entire township team access with no additional “per person” fees.

MTA Online
Learning Center

t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

Send your completed registration form to MTA, P.O. Box 80078, Lansing, MI 48908-0078;  
fax to (517) 321-8908, email rebecca@michigantownships.org or register online at www.bit.ly/twptraining. 

Need event registration assistance? Call (517) 321-6467, ext. 226. For other event-related questions, use ext. 234
 MICHIGAN 

TOWNSHIPS
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upcoming MTA workshop

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  P & Z  R e g i s t r a t i o n  F o r m
Which location will you attend?
 May 7: Frankenmuth
 May 21: Gaylord
 May 28: Kalamazoo

Purchase P&Z book 
package?  

      Yes    No

_________________________________________________________
 Township and County

_________________________________________________________
 Name and Title

_________________________________________________________
 Email (where confirmation email is sent)

_________________________________________________________
 Name and Title

_________________________________________________________
Email (where confirmation email is sent)

 Early-bird Rate*: $100/person
     Expires three weeks prior to event date      

 Regular Rate*: $125/person
    Begins three weeks from event date

 Late Rate*: $150/person 
     Applies one week prior to event date and on-site.      

 ____ (# of persons)  x  $______ (rate) =  $_______ 

 ____ (# of book packages)  x $114.75*     =  $_______ 

                     AMOUNT ENCLOSED =  $_______ 

*Rate applies to MTA members;  
non-members, call MTA for rates.

 
Payment options:
 Check enclosed (payable to MTA)               Invoice my township (members only)  
 Charge to: (circle one)            MasterCard          VISA   

                

  Card #                                                                             CSV (3-digit code)                        Expires

  Print Card Holder’s Name                                                                                                   Signature

Purchase P&Z book 
package?  

      Yes    No
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Save half-off ALL  
MTA webcasts in March!

Use the promo code: March2025

Invest in yourself 

MTA’s Online Learning Center is home to a wide variety of recorded webinars designed
with township officials in mind. From assessing to zoning, you’re sure to find something 
for every member of your township team, at every stage in their public service career—all 

available for you to watch on-demand when it’s most convenient for you! We recognize how 
valuable time is and strive to help you balance your demanding schedules with your educational 
needs. That’s why we record our classes, so you can get the targeted township training you need 
to succeed when the timing is right for you. 

Here at MTA, we’re as proud of our online learning options as we are of your dedication to 
improving yourself. We take our role in educating—and supporting—our members very seriously.   
In honor of that, and to demonstrate our appreciation that you continue to turn to us for your 
educational needs, we are offering a half-off webcasts sale throughout March! When checking 
out, use promo code: March2025

Choose from more than 100 webcasts under the following categories:
Assessment & Taxation    Board Essentials Financial
Planning & Zoning     New Officials Township Governance Academy

Detailed descriptions of each webcast are available online; visit https://learn.michigantownships.org to learn more. There, you can also find out 
how to unlock the savings with MTA Online subscriptions, which give your entire township team access with no additional “per person” fees.

MTA Online
Learning Center

t o w n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t

 Early-bird Rate*: $100/person
     Expires three weeks prior to event date      

 Regular Rate*: $125/person
    Begins three weeks from event date

 Late Rate*: $150/person 
     Applies one week prior to event date and on-site.      

 ____ (# of persons)  x  $______ (rate) =  $_______ 

 ____ (# of book packages)  x $114.75*     =  $_______ 

                     AMOUNT ENCLOSED =  $_______ 

*Rate applies to MTA members;  
non-members, call MTA for rates.
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