











MICHIGAN

T Ao Upcoming Training

What are YOU doing this December? Too soon? Not for MTA’'s Education Team,
here’s a sneak preview of our December classes.

Township Board Roles & Relations Financial Fundamentals

Held from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the Held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Holiday Inn in Mt. Pleasant on Dec. 6 Treetops Resort in Gaylord on Dec. 5 and

_ LCC West Campus in Lansing on Dec. 7
xamine your role as a board member and

how you fit into the board as a whole. Oversight of your township’s financial affairs

D|SCUSS the roles Of Watchdog, Supporter, |S a Cr|t|Ca| funCtiOﬂ that proteCtS yOU from
planner, Communicator and manager, as We” serious pltfalls, inClUding fraud, embeZZIement,

as the relationships among board members, misappropriation of funds and more. Don’'t miss
appointed and elected officials, and the board this review of effective solutions for outlining
with the community. Identify the fundamentals (and communicating) your township’s approach

public servants. financial policies and procedures that not only

make your life easier, but that can be adapted
for your township’s specific circumstances. Delve
into the “do’s and don’ts” for enhancing and
i' implementing financial policies that work for any
— size township, and learn best practices for how
the clerk and treasurer can work together to

— ," safeguard your township’s finances.

Registration materials are coming soon to

How Boards Make Decisions a mailbox near you, so save the dates!

Held from 1 to 4:30 p.m at the Holiday Inn

. Can’t wait? Learn more or register online
in Mt. Pleasant on Dec. 6

now at www.bit.ly/twptraining

aximize the effectiveness of group

decisions and learn how “knowledge-based” Early-bird registration rates appear below.
governance will guide your board to make (Price includes classroom materials,
informed choices with improved outcomes refreshments and one meal.)
(and less headaches)! This class challenges
“old ways of thinking” and offers a refreshing ¢ | Township Board Roles & Relations: $109
look at the decision-making process to help How Boards Make Decisions: $109

meld various viewpoints into a consensus . .
decision that everyone is more likely to support. Financial Fundamentals: $125




financial

What is unclaimed property?

Unclaimed property is financial assets that have

been abandoned for a certain length of time.

Most financial assets that are abandoned are

uncashed checks, but can also include bank
accounts, certificate of deposits, overpayments, dividends,
stocks, bonds, and safety deposit box contents. Michigan’s
Uniform Unclaimed Property Act, Public Act 2 of 1995,
MCL 567.221, et seq., requires holders of unclaimed property,
including uncashed checks or forgotten bank accounts, to
report and remit property belonging to owners who cannot be
located or for whom there is no known address.

Property is considered abandoned if there has been no
activity for a set period of time and all attempts to notify the
owner have failed. The abandonment period begins on the date
of the last contact with the payee. For instance, for uncleared
checks, the beginning date would be the date the check was
issued. For more information on types of unclaimed property
and their various abandonment periods, refer to the State of
Michigan’s Manual for Reporting Unclaimed Property, at
https://unclaimedproperty.michigan.gov (look under the
“Reporting Property” on the “Reporting Information” webpage).

What is the township’s
responsibility?
Unclaimed funds are payable annually to the

state treasurer, who acts as custodian on behalf
of the owners. Before the property can be turned over to
the state, the township must perform its due diligence by
sending a written notice to the owner at their last known
address that the property is subject to be turned over to the
state. Due diligence is required when the property is worth
$50 or more, the township has the last known address of the
owner, and the statute of limitations does not bar the claim
of the owner. The due diligence must be sent at least 60 days
prior to the property being turned over to the state, but not
more than 365 days. The written notice must contain a date
by which the owner must contact the township if they do not
want their property to be transferred, and it must be stated
that if no response is received, the escheatment process—
transferring the property to the state—will proceed.

What report does the township
file and when?

Should the township not hear from the owner
after the proper due diligence, it must file
an unclaimed property report so that the property can be
returned to the rightful owner. PA 2 requires the report to be
filed by July 1 of every year. This report entails all unclaimed
property for people whose last known address is in Michigan.
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The report must be filed using the National Association
of Unclaimed Property Administrators (NAUPA) II
reporting format. A PDF file can be downloaded from
https://unclaimed.org, and upon completion, uploaded to the
state’s Unclaimed Property website (click on “Submit Report”
under “Report Property”). There is also an option to create
a manual report on the state’s website rather than using the
NAUPA template.

While the state does not require a “negative report” to be
filed if there is no unclaimed property to report for the year,
it does encourage doing so to establish a reporting history
with the Unclaimed Property Division. An option to file the
negative report is provided on the state’s website.

What happens once the report
Is filed?

Once the report is filed, the township has fulfilled

its responsibility to escheat the property to the
state. The state then becomes the owner of the unclaimed
property and holds it until the previous owner makes a claim
against that property. Should the previous owner come forward
to collect the property, they will have to submit a claim through
the state Unclaimed Property website to prove that they are the
rightful owners. Once the state determines the claimant is the

rightful owner, the property will be returned.

Can townships have unclaimed
property?

Yes, townships may be owed unclaimed property,

too! A quick search of the Unclaimed Property
online database for “Twp” and “Township” shows that there are
some 1,000 unclaimed properties by townships.

Information provided in Financial Forum should not be considered legal advice,
and readers are encouraged to contact their township auditor and/or attorney for
advice specific to their situation.

Imilay CI Marletts
KING KING www.king.cpa |ﬂ1ﬁ?§'¢-um (969) 635-3113
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INSpIrnNg tomorrow's
local leaders

MTA awards annual Robinson Scholarship

edicated public servants looking to further broaden their service to

their community and a student aspiring to enhance residents’ ability to

enjoy outdoor public spaces are this year’s MTA Robert R. Robinson

Memorial Scholarship recipients.

'The scholarships are presented annually to a junior,
senior or graduate student enrolled in a Michigan college or
university seeking a career in local government. Each of this
year’s scholarship winners has strong ties to their community,
and a deep desire to continue to give back to Michigan
residents through public service.

‘Pride in community’

In the nearly 10 years since Melissa Raikes
first joined the staft of Northville Charter
Township (Wayne Co.), her overall goal has
not changed. “I have worked in many different
departments, but the goal has been the same,”
she said. “To serve the community to the best

Raikes

of my ability, and to provide safety and quality services through
programs and policies to residents.”

After five years as a finance associate, Raikes made the
move to the township public services department, helping
to process permits and zoning board of appeals applications.
She has been a water and sewer associate for the past year,
assisting with budget administration, grant research and
applications, customer service, and more.

Raikes was “thrilled” to be chosen as one of this year’s
scholarship winners, she said, adding, “winners of this
scholarship need the support of their township board. This
is a great validation of support from Northville Township
leadership to encourage and assist in helping to further my
goals and use the skills I'm learning to serve my community.”
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Her experiences in the township led Raikes to seek a
master’s in Business Administration from Wayne State
University, Mike Ilitch School of Business, with an ultimate
goal of serving as a finance director in a Michigan community.
“The need to help people is probably written into my DNA,”
she said. “I've always been drawn to helping people. At the
local government level, you have the most impact on people’s
lives. When local government listens and works with their
citizens, they can make changes to ordinances, policies and
procedures that serve the community.”

In addition to her role in the township, Raikes also serves
as president of the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees, Local 1410 Council 25 Union,
and is a Girl Scout leader and board of finance member at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Northville.

Each scholarship applicant must submit an essay on an
issue of importance to local government. Raikes tackled a
critical topic affecting municipalities across the state and
nation: workforce development. “Over the last few years, our
social, work and personal environments have seen dramatic
change brought on by the pandemic,” she wrote. “We faced
these items by trial and error, while continuing to provide
services to our community. ... How do local governments
proceed with maintaining and growing a good workforce to
continue to serve the public and grow their communities?

“In short, local governments need to develop a brand, have
their employees take pride in [their community], and give
employees the tools needed to grow community relationships
by education, networking and organizational opportunities.”

‘l aim to foster a stronger sense of unity’
Jerrid Burdue has spent his professional career
helping to build community. Working for
several years as a planner for the Southwest
Michigan Planning Commission, Burdue is
now a neighborhood business and projects
coordinator for the City of Kalamazoo. He

has his sights set on a career as a municipal

_I_

Burdue
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manager, and is seeking a master’s in Public Administration,
with a concentration in public management, to help that goal
become a reality.

“I'm drawn to a career in local government and public
service because I genuinely believe that good can come from
local units of government,” Burdue said. “Every decision they
make impacts our lives, whether it’s through built design or
policy that reshapes how we get things done. I believe that
with my skills and understanding, I can help make local
government more efficient and more inclusive for everyone.
It’s also important to me that government steps up, learns
from its past mistakes, and works hard to make life better for
every resident. That's why I'm so passionate about playing a
part in this process.”

Time serving as vice chair on the city’s zoning board
of appeals allowed Burdue to contribute to important
decision-making processes, he said, adding, “I developed a
deep understanding of the regulatory aspects within local
governance.” In addition, in 2022, he was appointed as a
board member for the revitalized Douglas Neighborhood
Association, allowing him to actively contribute to the
development and enhancement of the community. “Through
my involvement, I aim to foster a stronger sense of unity,
empower residents, and advocate for positive changes that
enhance the overall quality of life in the neighborhood,” said
Burdue, who is a member of the Michigan Association of
Planning.

“It’s an honor to receive this scholarship, especially
with the support of Howard Township (Cass Co.), the
community I grew up in,” Burdue said. “This scholarship
takes me one step closer to finishing my master’s of Public
Administration. With this degree, I'll be better equipped to
make real, impactful changes in local government.”

In his scholarship essay, Burdue reflected on the critical
importance of broadband internet access to communities,
businesses and residents. “Thousands of households across the
state lack fixed internet connections at home with minorities,
low-income [residents], and seniors most likely to not have
access,” he wrote. “Research has shown that access has
improved community health and educational outcomes, the
ability to interact with government services, and promotes
community and economic development.

“Each community is different and there is not a one-size-
fit-all broadband approach. Some communities may find
through extensive public engagement that municipal-owned
and operated service proves to be the best choice. Others
may find that they lack the capacity or expertise to run their
own network and find forming a public-private partnership
with strong oversight to be best. Others yet, especially
rural communities, may find that already existing electric
cooperatives can expand into the broadband space.”



‘Reconnecting people and nature’

A love of nature and a commitment to
community have helped shape future
aspirations for Madison Moran, who will
graduate from Lake Superior State University
with a degree in Fisheries and Wildlife in
May 2006. Moran aims to use her degree—
and her passion for the outdoors—to create
safe public spaces for both residents and wildlife

to grow and thrive.

“I have always been very passionate when it comes to the
outdoors,” Moran said, noting that she is very thankful for
being named a scholarship recipient. “College is helping me
gain the knowledge I need to connect people with nature. I
hope to improve parks and help preserve rural neighborhoods.”

Moran has spent the last four years as an intern with
China Charter Township (St. Clair Co.), which has
given her an up-close view of the many impacts that local
government has on its residents and the greater community.
In addition to her internship duties, Moran also worked as an
election worker and was appointed as a parks and recreation
committee member.

'This experience, and China Charter Township’s efforts
to safeguard its rural character, further enforced Moran’s
desire to protect and preserve Michigan’s outdoor resources
for today’s families and future generations. “I love nature and
thrive in it,” she said. “It’s [my] goal to reconnect people
and nature.”
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The Law Firm For

CAPITAL PROJECTS & INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTIONS OMA/FOIA
CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENTS ENVIRONMENTAL & REGULATORY LAW PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS
&LITIGATION INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS REAL ESTATE
DISTRESSED COMMUNITIES LABOR & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS STATE/FEDERAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INCENTIVES LOCAL, STATE & FEDERAL TAX TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
From innovative projects and municipal bonds to collaborative agreements and tax LLER
increment financing, cities and villages and their attorneys throughout Michigan
rely on Miller Canfield’s 170+ years of collective wisdom and diverse expertise. I I / I ,D
THOMAS COLIS JEFFREY ARONOFF millercanfield.com/
+1.313.496.7677 | colis@millercanfield.com +1.313.496.7678 | aronoff@millercanfield.com PublicLaw @
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L
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Thetford Township

Thetford Township (Genesee Co.) is
nearly 35 square miles and home to more than
6,600 residents. The township has recently been
working hard to expand recreation for residents
and visitors.

The township and Genesee County Parks are constructing
an 18-hole disc golf course within the Buell Lake County
Park, a 213-acre destination located in the township. With
the use of some of the township’s American Rescue Plan
Act funds and assistance from the county parks department,
this project is a welcome addition to the area’s recreation
opportunities. The disc golf course also doubles as short
hiking trails. While a portion of the course is still under
construction, it is now playable and will be completed soon.

Buell Lake County Park is also popular for no-wake
boating, fishing, picnic areas, and even features a radio-
controlled model airplane field. There is a one-mile trail
perfect for walking or biking through the park. It is also
used for baseball in the summer and snowmobiling in the
winter. Residents young and young at heart can be seen
careening down the sledding hill behind the township hall in
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State

the winter months. The township is also home to the Ligon
Education Center, which offers educational opportunities
outside of the classroom for area students and teachers. The
center is comprised of 268 acres of nature and hiking trails
spanning over six miles.

'The township has a history of collaboration with other
municipalities and organizations to best serve their residents.
The township is part of the Clio Area Fire Authority, and
hosts one of the authority’s fire stations. The authority covers
72 square miles, providing service to Thetford Township,
Vienna Charter Township (Genesee Co.) the City of Clio
and surrounding communities.

'The township also has a senior center that offers many
activities for older residents, a cemetery with burials dating
back to 1897, and Grange Hall, which houses the area’s
genealogical records dating back to 1850.




Mark your calendar

N One

MTA Educational Conference & Expo
Acme Township ® April 22-25, 2024

When members of a township team come together,
there’s nothing they can’t accomplish! Whether it's
your “teammates” working together for the good of your
community, collaborating on a regional level, or joining as
One Team to protect and improve laws and policy impacting
all townships, with the right playbook and players uniting
toward a goal, townships can make it happen.

MTA’s 2024 Educational Conference & Expo will
help inspire the team leadership, attitude and spirit for a
better township and a better Michigan. Join us April 22-25
at the Grand Traverse Resort in Acme Township

(Grand Traverse Co.). This can’t-miss event truly offers
something for everyone on your township team.

Registration materials will be included with your January
issue of Township Focus. You can also watch for details
in your inbox, MTA publications and online at
www.michigantownships.org/conference.



Michigan Township Participating Plan

Insurance Solutions for ALLIED
Michigan Townships w"

Risk Reduction Program
Risk Reduction Grants - HR Compliance Support
Training, Certification & Accreditation Program .

248-371-3100 theparplan@tmhcc.com theparplan.com




